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We are thankful to the Almighty God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob for our next visit to
Israel in March. We believed that at that time,
when there was a measure of tension and mi-
sunderstanding between our governments, we
needed, more than ever, to show our unchan-
ging friendship towards Israel.

At the very beginning of our trip we met
with our sister, Beata, in Eilat and later we vi-
sited her fellowship during their meeting on
the Shabbat. Pray for our sister, Beata, and her

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

doesn’t trust in God. Pray for Michal, that she
may believe that she, although alone, has
a Father who is God of widows and orphans.
“A father to the fatherless, a defender of wi-
dows, is God in his holy dwelling.” (Ps. 68:5)

After we arrived in Israel we called many
people to set up a meeting with them. Unfor-
tunately many of them were unable to meet
with us because of sickness. This showed us
how important it is to use the time now to
visit them, encourage them and point them
toward God. We were able to visit other pe-
ople and each day was full and well spent.

We visited our sister, Avivah, in Jerusalem
with whom we have been friends for many
years. Avivah will be speaking at our confe-
rence this year in August. This isn’t easy for
her because she lost her relatives in the for-
mer German Nazi concentration and death
camp KL Auschwitz II-Birkenau. Let’s pray for
Avivah’s trip to Poland, that God would pro-
tect her and use her during that time and in
her daily life in Jerusalem.

Meeting with Beata

fellowship who give witness about salvation in
the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua, in that place.

Together with Beata we visited 89-year-old
Michal who comes from Oświęcim. We were
with her before during our earlier visit. Michal
was the only one from her family that survi-
ved the Holocaust. We could see how the ter-
rible things she experienced have had a great
effect on her state of mind in her loneliness
and struggles with sickness. It is even more
difficult when someone, in all their difficulties,

    Meeting with Michal
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In Jerusalem we met with Shmuel and his
wife, Kamila. They have five children. Kamila
cares for the children and Shmuel is finishing
his law studies. Like every young family with
many children they have many material needs.
For this reason we have a desire to help them

Kamila’s and Shmuel’s family

materially. Pray for their hearts, that the Holy
Spirit would reveal the Messiah Yeshua to
them.

Tova Berlinski, who lives in Jerusalem, was
born in 1915 in Oświęcim. She traveled to
Palestine in 1938 and was saved from the Ho-
locaust. Tova is a painter. Unfortunately we
weren’t able to visit her because of her poor
health but we were able to exchange a few
words with her by telephone. Pray for Tova
and other elderly people, that they could open
their hearts to the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua.

We met with Alex in Tel Aviv. His family
escaped to Uzbekistan during the war and Alex
was born there. After the war they returned
to Poland, to Legnica, and his two brothers,
Gedeon and Dani, were born there. In 1957
they had to leave Poland to Israel because of
persecution from the communist government.
At that time they were forced to give up their
Polish citizenship and received a one way tic-
ket.

Meeting with Alex

We are thankful to God for our govern-
ment’s decision to return citizenship to these
people, their children and grandchildren. Alex
told us that he and his whole family received
Polish citizenship and passports. Pray for Alex’s
salvation and the salvation of his brothers who
live in Israel.

In Holon we went to 90-year-old Naftali,
who comes from Krakow. Naftali lived thro-
ugh the German camp in Plaszow and KL Au-
schwitz II-Birkenau. He then took part in the
death march and later was sent to Buchen-
wald where he was until liberation. His family
was expelled from Krakow during the war to
Skala, near Ojcow, where 11 people lived in
one room with a kitchen. They were later sent
to the ghetto in Krakow. During the evacu-
ation his grandmother couldn’t keep up be-
cause of sickness in her legs and held up the
march. A Polish person, who helped the Ger-
mans, took out a pistol and, while Naftali wat-

Naftali, Urszula and Roman
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ched, shot his grandmother. After the libera-
tion of Buchenwald, he returned with a friend
in August to Krakow. There was a pogrom of
Jews in Krakow and they decided to leave Po-
land. The Polish person who promised to help
them leave, as their driver, betrayed them and
they were imprisoned. When they got out of
prison they joined a group of Germans from
the western part of Poland and traveled toge-
ther with them to Germany and then to Bel-
gium where his family lived. From Belgium he
left to live permanently in Israel. In 1989 he
came to Poland, together with his children.
He didn’t want to come here by himself after
all that he had experienced. Later he came
to Poland with young people as a witness of
the Holocaust. Pray for Naftali, that he mi-
ght be fully healed by the Messiah of Israel,
Yeshua.

We also met with our dear friends – 93-
year-old Stenia and 93-year-old Dzidzia. Both
sisters lived through the former German exter-
mination camp KL Auschwitz II-Birkenau, wal-
ked the death march, and then were sent to
the German camp in Ravensbrück where they
were liberated. They returned to Krakow
where they were treated as enemies and in
1946 decided to leave for Israel. Dzidzia asked
us; “How are Jews treated today in Poland?”
This question should be addressed to our who-
le nation. We saw how glad they were for our

Meeting with Dzidzia and Stenia

visit and they asked us to visit them again. Ste-
nia said that we have a warm place in their
hearts. Their neighbor, Helena, also came for
the meeting. She comes from Lviv. During the
war she hid for two years with her brother,
her parents and her aunt at a Polish women’s
place. Another family lived behind a wall in the
home and they had to keep quiet so that no
one would discover their hiding place. After

the war she went to Wroclaw where she stu-
died and later left to Israel.

Helena with Urszula

The next day we visited Ada and Isaac.
During the war Ada’s family escaped from
Warsaw to Bialystok and from there the Rus-
sians sent them to Uzbekistan where there
were more than 250,000 refugees. After they
were freed they returned to Poland and lived
in Lodz for 3 years where there was a Jewish
school, then they traveled to Warsaw. Her
stepfather worked in the Israeli embassy and
only for that reason she was accepted into the
medical department. She was forced to leave
Poland for Israel in 1957. When she arrived in
Israel she felt lost. She missed Poland very
much and met with a group of people who
also were forced to leave Poland. At these
meetings they talked about who they had left
behind and thought about how they might re-
turn but it was impossible for them. Ada met
her future husband, Isaac, during her medical
studies. She came to Poland in 1989. Later she
traveled here several times with groups of do-
ctors. Ada’s husband, Isaac, was born in Israel.
His parents came to Israel from Holland. The
rest of Isaac’s family, who all died during the
war, lived in Czestochowa in Poland where
they had a factory that made door locks. His
uncle and grandfather hid in the factory. They
were then betrayed by Poles and killed. When
we hear these stories that make us guilty for the
shedding of blood we should ask, like David;
“Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, o God,
you who are God my Savior...” (Ps. 51:14)
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Isaac, Ada and Urszula

The next day we made our way to Herzliya
to 80-year-old Janina and her 85-year-old hus-
band, Jacob. They have two sons. One of the-
ir sons, together with his family, live a floor
below them in the same building and the se-
cond in the USA. Jacob was born in Poland.
During the war he escaped with his family to
Russia and later lived near Rivno in Ukraine. In
1941 the Russians took over Ukraine and then
their family escaped to Kiev and then to Kaza-
khstan where they stayed until 1944. After the
liberation they returned to Ukraine and later
to Poland, to Bytom. In 1946 they left to Stut-
tgart in Germany and later, through France, to
Israel. During the occupation Janina was hid-
den for 13 months. Janina’s mother went to
school before the war where she learned Ger-
man and Polish. She was blond and looked
Polish. She was in the ghetto in Krakow and
later the Germans left her there to clean to-
ilets in the prison on the street of Montelu-
pich. Janina’s father and brother-in-law died in
Belzc. Janina’s mother’s sister married a Hun-
garian man who spoke the German language
well and owned a shop. He actively helped the
resistance movement. He was able to get fal-
se papers and birth certificates for Janina and

her mother. Her mother lived with her sister
and brother-in-law on the third floor of a buil-
ding. The Gestapo inhabited the second floor.
Janina couldn’t be with them and for this re-
ason was hidden in 13 different places. In Wola
Justowska in Krakow Jews were being captu-
red. Janina was hidden here and later carried,
in a potatoe sack, to a single woman in Mysle-
nice. She went to a refuge in Myslenice, run
by catholic nuns. After the liberation she was
taken to Krakow where she met with her
mother. Janina said; “If it weren’t for Polish pe-
ople I wouldn’t have survived.” Janina’s mo-
ther married again. Janina finished a technical
school and later studied at university where
she experienced discrimination because of her
Jewish roots. During her exams she failed to
pass chemistry which she was particularly fond
of. Everything came to an end in 1958 and she
decided to leave Poland. She had to give up
her Polish citizenship at that time. She mar-
ried Jacob in 1960 in Israel, finished her che-
mistry studies and worked for 30 years in
a laboratory. Her mother and her husband left
to Israel in 1969 because many of their friends
had left. They all met together in a coffee shop
in Tel Aviv. Janina’s mother lived to be 97 and
said that life had worn them out. Janina is often
invited to meetings with young people in scho-
ols and in the army. At these meetings she en-
courages people to visit Poland. She was told

Meeting with Jacob and Janina

that she is a good ambassador for our coun-
try. Janina said that there are others like her
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still living but they are slowly passing away. 25
people die every day who lived through the
Holocaust. At the end of our visit we blessed
Janina, her husband Jacob and their whole fa-
mily with Aaron’s blessing.

We traveled to Netanya the same day whe-
re we visited 91-year-old Michal who comes
from Radzymin. During the war Michal and his
whole family escaped deep into Russia. They
returned to Poland after the war. After the
pogrom in Kielce in 1946 his mother decided
that they needed to leave to Israel. They tra-

Roman with Michal

                                            Meeting with Svieta

building as she does. Svieta has one granddau-
ghter, who, together with her husband and son
live in Haifa. Svieta works in a distribution cen-
ter of clothes and food that a Messianic fel-
lowship leads. Because of this she feels very
useful and needed.

The next day we traveled to Kiryat Motz-
kin where we met with Lea and her fellow
workers from the center for education about
the Holocaust. At that time two people who
had lived through the Holocaust came into her
office. One of them was Henry who was born
in 1940 in France. His father was sent to the
German camp KL Auschwitz in one of the first
transports and was murdered there. Henry
survived because a family from Grenoble kept
him hidden.

veled illegally through Czechoslavakia, Austria
and Germany. Michal travels every year to
Krynica Zdroj in Poland in July and August
where he likes to rest. At the end of our visit
we also blessed him with Aaron’s blessing.

Next we traveled to Haifa where we met
with 79-year-old Svieta. Svieta told us about
her difficult experiences. When she was young
her mother put her in the care of a man who
had problems with alcohol. Later she had to
escape with a small child. After some time she
married another man. Because of persecution
she had to change her name from Sarah to
Svieta. Throughout her whole life she was re-
jected and made to feel guilty. Four of Svieta’s
sisters live in Israel, one of them in the same

                                          Meeting with Henry

The next person we met was Lazar who
was born in 1930 in Oradea, in Romania. Du-
ring the war he was in the German camps KL
Auschwitz II-Birkenau, Buchenwald and
Rehmsdorf. During the selection in KL Au-
schwitz he was 14 years old but, thanks to the
fact that he said he was 16, he wasn’t sent to
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the gas chamber. Lazar meets with students in
schools in Israel where he can speak about his
experiences.

Lazar

Meeting with teachers in Kiryat Motzkin

In the afternoon we were at one of Lea’s
lectures where different teachers took part. It
was a very precious time because we could
speak about our ministry in Oświęcim and abo-
ut the need to build relationships between
Poland and Israel, especially between the youn-
ger generation.

Gienek left for Israel in 1950. His father came
to Israel after three months. He had been held
in prison earlier because he was suspected of
trading dollars on the black market. Penina had
a nanny in Poland who rescued her. Rishard
went to Israel because he wanted to see his

Rishard, Penina, Urszula and Gienek

father who lived there. He never returned to
Poland. Rishard has a family, that lives in Po-
land, and he often visits them. Later Rishard
went to visit his wife in hospital and we bles-
sed Gienek, Penina and their whole family at
the end of our visit.

The next day we went to Stella, who is 93-
years-old. She came to Israel in 1969. Like Ja-
nina, Stella wouldn’t have lived through the Ho-

In Kiryat Motzkin we visited Gienek and his
wife, Penina. Their friend, Rishard, also visited
them at that time. Gienek comes from Piotr-
kow Trybunalski in Poland. During the war he
hid in a mill for a month and a half. He later
worked in a glass factory in Piotrkow Trybu-
nalski and an ammunition factory in Czesto-
chowa. Then he was sent to Buchenwald and,
three days before liberation, to Theresienstadt.
Czech women brought them food during that
time. After the liberation he was in hospital
and later traveled to Piotrkow Trybunalski with
his cousin. Gienek’s mother died in Ra-
vensbrück, but his father and aunt survived.

Stella and Urszula
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locaust without the help of Polish people.
Thanks to the efforts of Stella 25 people from
Poland received the medal “Righteous among
the Nations”. Stella wrote about her experien-
ces in a book entitled “Stella. My merciful God
took care of me.” Stella believes in Yeshua as
her Lord and Savior. She had a stroke not long
ago and for this reason let us pray for her he-
alth and that her testimony would touch many
hearts. She is actively involved in helping chil-
dren lacking food because, as she recalled, she
saw many starving children who died in the
ghetto and this picture has stayed in her heart.

In Haifa we also visited 86-year-old Isaac
and 75-year-old Bella. Isaac was born in Kato-
wice. He was 13 years old when he went to
Israel. He was in German camps like KL Au-
schwitz II-Birkenau, Sachsenhausen and Mau-
thausen. He lived in Piotrkow Trybunalski whe-
re there was a ghetto. In 1945 he was liberated
from the camp in Gunskirchen. He also took
part in the death march from KL Auschwitz II-
Birkenau to Gliwice. Isaac’s mother survived
and they met again in Israel. Bella’s father came
to Israel in 1936 and she came into the world
at that time. Bella showed us various docu-
ments and pictures of her family. Finally we
also blessed them with Aaron’s blessing.

Bella and Isaac

A visit to Miriam

ces that God would heal their hearts and open
their eyes to salvation in Yeshua the Messiah.

Meeting with Ilana

We also visited Ilana that same day. She is
89-years-old. Ilana was born in Krakow. She
went to Israel in 1948 because it was very unsa-
fe for Jews to stay in Poland then. She went to
Israel with her three sisters who had also su-
rvived the Holocaust. Together with Dzidzia
and Stenia she had been in the former Ger-
man camp KL Auschwitz II-Birkenau. Dzidzia
and Stenia adopted her as their sister and hel-
ped her to survive. She took part in the death
march and then was in Ravensbrück where she
was liberated. After being liberated she was
hit by a drunk, Russian driver and spent an
extended time in hospital. In 1945 she went
to Krakow and met her sisters there. Ilana said

The next day we met with our dear friend,
Miriam, in Kiryat Bialik. When we shared the
testimony of our faith Miriam said that she was
jealous of what we have because she lost her
loved ones in the Holocaust and, together with
them, her faith in God. Pray for Miriam and
for others like her who have similar experien-
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that when she returned to Krakow it was hard
to believe how she was received. She retur-
ned to her home and there was treated as an
enemy and in danger from the pogroms. Pe-
ople yelled after them; “Jews to Palestine!”
There were organized groups of bandits who
attacked Jews. One Jewish married couple was
shot and their daughter survived only because
she was outside. ’We saw that we had no fu-
ture in Poland and decided to leave,” she said.
Poland wasn’t a country with a future for them.
Ilana also spoke of a time when she traveled
by tram, carrying food for an elderly aunt. An
older lady in the tram pointed at her with her
cane and said that she was a Jewess. Ilana had
to jump from the tram and escape. Her aunt
went into hiding and someone turned her in.
She died, together with three children in the
area of Skala. Ilana said that she still has unhe-
aled wounds in her heart because of all she
went through during the Holocaust. She lost
her parents, mother and two small sisters. Ila-
na said that these terrible memories come back
even stronger as a person gets older. As we
finished Ilana said that she doesn’t have any-
thing against the Poles but that she can’t forgi-
ve the Germans. Pray for Ilana, that God in
His mercy would heal her scars from the past
and show her His grace through faith in Yeshua,
the Messiah of Israel.

On Saturday we were able to take part in a
meeting of the Messianic fellowship Kehilat ha

Then we traveled to the kibbutz Degania
to Tamara, with whom we visited 87-year-old
Hanna, Icus’s wife. Hanna has problems with
her legs. Her parents came to Israel more than

                          Meeting in Sderot

A visit to Hana

Messianic fellowship Kehilat ha Carmel on Carmel

100 years ago from Russia where pogroms
were taking place. We are thankful to God that
a believing person cares for her, the same per-
son who took care of Icus who died in De-
cember of last year. At the end of our visit we
prayed with Hanna Aaron’s blessing.

Together with Tamara we were able to
meet with Icus’ daughters; Sigal and Hadas.
During our meeting with Hadas’ family her son
showed us his Polish passport. He was very
happy to have it. We talked about our past and
the history that Poles and Jews have together.
We told them that our goal was to continue to
build friendly relationships.

After our time in Degania we went to Ash-
kelon where we met with our brother in
Christ, Edik. We traveled with him to Sderot
where Edik spoke on the subject of the Passo-
ver and the Passover Lamb who Jesus beca-
me. The next day we went to a meeting in

Carmel on Carmel where we met with a few
people who came to Poland last year for a rest.
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                          Meeting in Ashdod

Ashdod where Edik spoke on the same sub-
ject.

                                              A visit to Tamara

 We visited 72-year-old Tamara in Ashdod.
Her father escaped to Tashkent during the war
and lived in Kharkiv in Ukraine after the libe-
ration. Tamara has one son who lives in Ash-
dod.

A visit to Rivka

The next day we went to Rishon leZion
where we were able to visit a few people to-
gether with Michael. We work together with
him through his foundation that he leads with
his wife.

One of these people was 93-year-old Rivka
who lived through the German camp KL Au-

schwitz-Birkenau. Her whole family died in that
camp. At the end of our visit we prayed toge-
ther with Rivka for her salvation.

We also went to 96-year-old Sara who li-
ved in Leningrad during the occupation whe-
re, in 1942 there wasn’t water and was wide-

 Roman, Sara, Urszula and Michael

spread starvation. Sara joined the army when
she was 19 years old. She left for Israel in 1978.
She is very sick and unable to walk. Pray for
Sara, that God would strengthen her and open
her eyes to salvation in Yeshua, the Messiah of
Israel.

Next we were with 81-year-old Victor who
was born in Krakow. Later he moved, with his
parents, to Minsk where there was a ghetto

during the war. The Germans shot his father
and mother and Victor was able to stay alive.
During an attack on the ghetto Victor hid un-
der a bed but the Germans thrust their bay-

Meeting with Victor



– 10 –

onets into it and Victor was wounded in the
stomach as a result. One of the doctors who
was hiding in the ghetto at that time was able
to save his life. One mother suffocated her child
to stop it from crying. Victor really wanted us
to stay longer with him in his home. He has
health problems which make it difficult for him
to walk, problems with his hips. Pray for Vic-
tor’s health and for the grace of salvation in
Yeshua, the Messiah of Israel.

We are thankful to God that we could visit,
encourage and show love to so many people.
The living memory of these visits will stay in
their and our hearts. We ask you very much
to pray together with us for this ministry to
the descendants of Abraham.

Shalom from Oświęcim

Ps. This year in June we want to organize a
trip for 12 people from Israel to have a vaca-
tion in Poland. We want these people to be
from those who, together with their families,
were expelled from Poland from 1956 to
19668. We have a list that Tamara has put to-
gether of these people. Tamara herself was
forced, with her family, to leave Poland at that
time. This trip will be an act of receiving them
again to Poland. We ask you to pray especially
that through this trip to Poland they all might
experience God’s love and be reconciled with
the Messiah of Israel – Yeshua.


