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    Our yearly international conference “From Holocaust to Living Hope” took place August
20th to 23rd. Many people, both from Poland and abroad, for whom Israel has a special place in
their hearts, came to the conference. Teaching took place in a large tent able to seat 300 people.
The tent was surrounded by nature, trees and bushes, with prophetic meaning, pointing to the
time when people from all over the world will come every year on Sukkot (Feast of Tabernac-
les) to Jerusalem. “Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go
up year after year to worship the King, the Lord Almighty, and to celebrate the Festival of
Tabernacles. If any of the peoples of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King,
the Lord Almighty, they will have no rain. If the Egyptian people do not go up and take part, they
will have no rain. The Lord will bring on them the plague he inflicts on the nations that do not go
up to celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles. This will be the punishment of Egypt and the punishment
of all the nations that do not go up to celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles.” (Zech.14:16–19)

Many people who come to Oświęcim in August have taken part in the conference for many
years. Among them were people who took part in the first conference, 18 years ago, in Ustroń
Jaszowiec. The next conferences took place for 2 years in Międzyświeć, the next in Ostróda in
Mazury where brother Howard Morgan took part for the first time. This exceptional speaker
has come from the United States each year from that time to be involved. Later conferences
were organized in Lublin, Wrocław, Kraków and from 2005 have always been organized in
Oświęcim.

At the same time, through the years as the Shalom Ministry Association in Oświęcim, we
have been able, by God’s grace, to develop and increase our ministry of help to the poor Jewish
people in Ukraine. This help is offered through the soup kitchens, food packages, medical help
and the vacation project which makes it possible for Jews from Ukraine to travel to Poland for
rest and recreation.

From the time of the first conference we see how more and more Poles are opening their
hearts toward Israel. We have published a large amount of literature that breaks down the
stereotypes and draws Polish people nearer to God’s chosen people.

Today we can see how God is changing our country and making it more and more beautiful.
From 2005, when the conferences have taken place in Oświęcim, the most important point is
the gathering of the church at the selection point. In prayer we ask God at that place to forgive
the sin of the pouring out of innocent blood and for Him to heal the land. This year, for the first
time, there was a large group from Romania. This was very meaningful because Romania was
one of the countries that allied with Germany during the war. We were grateful to God that in
this country there are more and more people who want to repent from the sin of the pouring
out of innocent blood and that God touches their hearts so that the curse can be changed into
a blessing and the land can be cleansed.

During the conference we were able to partake together in a Shabbat supper. It was a good
time of friendly conversation. The high point of the conference, however, was the concert by
Israeli composer and pianist, Alyosha Ryabinov. The beautiful music that came from the concert
hall of the local music school in Oświęcim touched many hearts and left us with fond memories.

None of the participants will ever forget the four days we spent together as representatives
of many nations. Many people voiced their desire to return next year. Everyone is invited, if you
have the time and possibility, to come to Oświęcim. Our conference next year will take place
from the 25th to 28th of August, 2016. We are already looking forward to meeting with you.

Shalom from Oświęcim
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