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Dear Brothers, dear Sisters,

For many years we have helped met the
needs of the descendants of Abraham in Ukra-
ine and lately God has opened the doors for
us to support them also in Israel. To continue
this ministry we made another trip to Israel
from the 29th of October to the 8th of Novem-
ber in 2017.

One aspect of this ministry in Israel is to
visit those who survived the Holocaust. Be-
cause of their age, it is the last opportunity we
may have to show them love in the name of
the Messiah Yeshua.

Many of them were born in Poland and
spent their childhood there, which was so bru-
tally taken away from them. After the war they
didn’t feel safe enough to stay and those who
did stay were expelled from their country,
without the possibility of returning, in the time
of Gomulka who was the first secretary of the
United Workers’ Party during the communist
system in Poland. These people often say that,
in spite of their wounds and being rejected,
they still love the country of their childhood.
Because of the wounds they have received they
need Polish people to help them come to re-
conciliation and healing and to help them build
friendly relationships.

Another aspect of this ministry is to help
Jewish emigrants from the former Soviet Union
in their need. Many of these also lived through
the Holocaust. They live on very little and often
don’t have what they need for daily life and
health. It is good to remember the Holocaust

so that similar tragedies will never happen again.
Our remembrance of these people needs to
be living and active shown through practical
acts of love and support. This is why we’ve
called this project “Living Remembrance”.

In Tel Aviv we visited 88-year-old Judith
(Dzidzia) and her 93-year-old sister Ester (Ste-
nia). We wrote about them in detail in our April
newsletter. Both sisters lived through the Ger-
man camp in Plaszow and the German camp
KL Auschwitz-Birkenau and took part in the
death march. Dzidzia said that they returned
to Krakow after the war but they couldn’t stay
there because it was extremely unsafe. Twice
someone tried to kill her because she was Je-
wish. Despite everything Dzidzia said that in
her heart she feels Polish and she sees that
there are people in Poland who are her friends.
Her sister, Stenia, has had a difficult period in
her life lately because her daughter died from
cancer.

90-year-old Ariel, who comes from Lodz
in Poland, also took part in this meeting. Du-
ring the war he escaped from the ghetto in
Lodz and hid in different places. Because of
his terrible experiences Ariel said that he will
never return to Poland. He also encouraged
us to continue to do what we do because it is
good and worthwhile. Many people, like Ariel,
won’t visit Poland but someone from Poland
can visit them to show them love and friend-
ship. This is so important. During our meeting
we could tell them that we consider them to
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be fellow countrymen, that our common iden-
tity is Polish and Jewish because we have much
in common from our past. We repeated the
words of Ruth that their people are our pe-
ople and their God is our God. We saw how
they reacted positively to this and that our
meeting was important for them. Dzidzia sum-
med it up by saying; “You have brought back
the country I love to me through your visit.”
At the end of our meeting Miroslaw gave them

Ariel, Mirosław, Roman, Judith, Ester

his book Two Nations, One Country. Let’s pray
for Dzidzia, Stenia and Ariel that God may heal
their hearts and wounds and reveal His love
through the Messiah Yeshua to them. “But
I will restore you to health and heal your wo-
unds declares the Lord, because you are cal-
led an outcast, Zion for whom no one cares.”
(Jer. 30:17)

Meeting with Celina

The next day we visited 92-year-old Celi-
na. Celina lived in Krakow. She survived the
Holocaust. She belongs to the group of pe-
ople who, after all they lived through, lost fa-
ith in God. What they saw and experienced
put to death what faith they had in their he-
arts. What a tragedy that their loved ones were
murdered in the Holocaust but that it also kil-

led their faith. Celina speaks and reads Polish
and classic Polish literature can be found in her
library. We blessed Celina with Aaron’s bles-

Books in Celina’s bookcase

Meeting with
Naftali

the German camp Gross Rosen. He then made
it to the German camp in Buchenwald where
he was set free along with other prisoners.
Naftali traveled often to Poland with young
people from Israel as an eye witness. He was
also invited to different meetings in Israel.Pray
for Naftali, that God might show his mercy to
him and His love in Yeshua the Messiah of Isra-
el.

sing at the end of our meeting. Pray for Celi-
na, that she might believe in God and expe-
rience His love.

In the city of Holon we visited 90-year-old
Naftali who comes from Krakow. Naftali lived
for 62 years with his wife who died 3 years
ago. He also lived through the Holocaust and
began our conversation with the question;
“Where was God?” This is the question often
asked by those who survived. Naftali said that
anyone who didn’t live through it all can’t real-
ly believe what happened. Naftali was just
a child at the time and did heavy work for 12
hours a day. Until today he doesn’t know how
he managed to survive. He spent 3 years in
the branch of KL Auschwitz-Birkenau in Gli-
wice. Later he took part in the death march to
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The next day in Tel Aviv we visited 75-year-
old Ala and 78-year-old Stefan. They have two
sons and grandsons. Stefan’s family escaped to

                  Ala and Stefan

block is called the Gomulka development. Pe-
ople lived there who had to leave Poland from
1956 to 1960 as well as in March 1968. Ala
and Stefan’s families also left at this time with
no possibilities of returning. They wanted to
live in Poland but weren’t allowed to. This is a
shameful and painful part of the history of our
country.

During our visit we told them we were sor-
ry for what they had experienced. We then
told them that we have strong bonds as two
nations and as two countries – Poland and Isra-
el. We also talked about our spiritual bond
through their God and the Messiah of Israel,
Yeshua, who has forgiven our sins by His blo-
od and said that salvation is from the Jews.
“... for salvation is from the Jews.” (Jn. 4:22b).
We also said that what is most important, sa-
lvation, we have received from God through
Israel. The Lord Jesus was a Jew and believers
in him can’t be anti-Semitic. We blessed Ala
and Stefan with Aaron’s blessing at the end of
our meeting.

After our meeting finished we realized how
important it had been. Ala and Stefan, despite
all they have experienced, still love Poland and
sometimes visit our country. Next year will be
the 50th anniversary of the shameful March
events. As the Shalom Ministry Association we
want to take part in the March of the Living on
April 12th and, by standing along the way of
the march from Auschwitz to Birkenau, show
that we receive them and greet them in our
country from which they were driven out.

On the other hand, we want to organize
a period of rest in June for people, like Ala and
Stefan, who were expelled from our country.
This will be an act of receiving them again into
our country and removing the stones of rejec-
tion. “Pass through, pass through the gates! Pre-
pare the way for the people. Build up, build up
the highway! Remove the stones...” (Is. 62:10)

In the afternoon we went to Rishon LeZion,
where we met with Michael and his family.
Michael is the leader of the Messianic fellow-
ship. Together with his wife, Marianne, he le-
ads a charitable foundation called “Living Wa-
ter for Free” whose goal is to help mainly

the West and were rescued. After the war they
returned to Poland. Ala’s parents, on the other
hand, hid using German documents. When Ala
was born in 1942 she was put in the care of a
trusted Polish family. After the war Ala retur-
ned to her parents. We can see the honorable
attitude of Poles who, at the risk of their own
lives, helped their Jewish countrymen. During
our conversation we found out that the ho-
using development around their apartment
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people from the former Soviet Union. They
help widows, orphans and broken up families.
We have begun to work regularly with this or-
ganization.

In the evening at a house group meeting at
Michael’s home we shared testimony of the
work of the Shalom Ministry Association in
Oświęcim and how God has opened the door
for us to minister in Israel as well.

Together with Michael we visited 93-year-
old Rivka who was sent to the German camp
KL Auschwitz-Birkenau as an 18-year-old Hun-
garian Jewess. The Hungarian gendarmes hel-

The camp number on Rivka’s forearm

ped in the transport of Hungarian Jews. In Bir-
kenau a number was tatooed on her forearm.
During the selection Mengele sent her mother

and younger brother to the gas chambers. Her
father was killed this way before this. Rivka
worked for 12 hours a day in IG Farben, try-
ing to be a good worker. Rivka was sick and
very weak for a year. She was later transfer-
red to the camp in Gliwice. During the Rus-

sian liberation she had to escape and hid with
other girls in fear of being raped. They tried to
spend the night in abandoned homes although
these places were also unsafe. Later she went
to Hungary and in 1951 left to Israel. She got
married in 1956. Her husband worked in con-
struction and she helped older people. During
one of Michael’s visits Rivka entrusted her life
to the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua. At the end of
our meeting we prayed for Rivka and blessed
her with Aaron’s blessing.

Later we visited two other people with La-
risa. Larisa has it on her heart to visit older
people. She helps them and witnesses about
Yeshua the Messiah. She is a professional co-
smetician and people who come to her are
able to hear the gospel.

We also visited 84-year-old Hanna who mo-
ved to Israel 27 years ago. Hanna’s father was

Larisa and Hanna

            Michael and Rivka

Polish. During the war Hanna’s family escaped
to Tashkent. They boarded a train that was
bombed during the trip. Her parents died as a
result. She ended up in an orphanage in Tash-
kent. In all she spent 27 years in Tashkent.
During the time of Perestroika under Gorba-
chev she decided to go to Israel. After her last
accident Hanna has difficulty with walking. She
also suffers from diabetes. We prayed toge-
ther with Larisa for Hanna and blessed her with
Aaron’s blessing.
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We also visited 80-year-old Roza who was
in one of the ghettos near Vinnytsia during the
war. Her mother died when she was 5 years
old. She lived in Kishinev after the war. Roza
has problems with too much pressure in her
eyes and has hearing problems. She worked
in Tel Aviv where she washed buses at night.
Her only son lives in Montenegro. At the end
of our visit Larisa prayed for Roza’a salvation.

The next day we traveled to 93-year-old
Miriam. We have published two of her books
in Poland. Unfortunately Miriam still lacks fa-
ith in God and continues to ask why God allo-
wed the Holocaust to happen. During such
visits we see the huge need of intercessory
prayer. During our visit Miriam’s son and his
wife also visited her. We were able to talk with

      Meeting with Miriam

them about our common history and faith in
their Messiah, Yeshua, through whom we have
grown close to God and his people, Israel. We
told them that no one can destroy Israel but
they can only destroy themselves through sin
and separation from God.

Friday evening we met for the Shabbat with
people who had been in Poland in September
under the project “Removing the Stones”. We
are glad that they have many good memories
of this time in their hearts.

The next day, together with people who
had been in Poland, we took part in a meeting
of the Messianic fellowship in Carmel and after-
wards we had lunch with Viera who also had
been in Poland.

The same day we visited 88-year-old Ilana.
Ilana lived through Auschwitz-Birkenau and
from there was sent to Ravensbrück. Her fa-
ther died in Buchenwald, her mother and two
sisters in Belzec. Her three older sisters survi-
ved through three different camps. One of
them is still alive and is 96 years old. Ilana ta-
kes care of her. Despite the Holocaust and
hatred of Jews after the war on the part of
some Polish people, Ilana loves Poland and the

Messianic fellowship in Carmel

Ilana

Polish language. During our meeting we could
see her great joy. She was very thankful for
our visit as well as for receiving from us Miro-
slaw’s book Two Nations, One Country. Ilana
showed us her Gdansk Bible that she bought
when she came to Poland. Ilana believes in God
and says that she has Him in her heart. She still
asks, though, “Where was God during the
Holocaust?” We were able to tell her about
the Messiah Yeshua which she willingly rece-
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ived. She knows very well about his life and
suffering from the Bible. We told her that we
only see one side of the picture and not the
other side and that this is how it is with suffe-
ring. We assured Ilana that God has an answer
to the Holocaust through the resurrection.
“Come, let us return to the Lord. He has torn
us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured
us but he will bind up our wounds. After two
days he will revive us; on the third day he will
restore us, that we may live in his presence.
Let us acknowledge the Lord; let us press on
to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun ri-
ses, he will appear.” (Hosea 6:1-3). Let’s pray
for Ilana whose heart is so open and desiring
of continued relationship with us.

The next day we traveled to Kiryat Motz-
kin, where we met with Lea and her co-wor-
kers from the center of teaching of the Holo-
caust.

We met 88-year-old Efraim who comes
from Lodz. He was in the ghetto in Lodz along

with his family. They escaped from there and,
along with his brother and parents, survived.
His two sisters escaped to Russia.

Then we met with Ita, whos 96-year-old
mother comes from Oswiecim. Ita was a te-
acher and wants to come to Oświęcim very
much. She told us that young people in Israel
don’t know about Oswiecim and its history.
They only know about Auschwitz.

Pray that his awareness may change. Pray
for Lea and her co-workers as well as Efraim
and Ita, that they might believe in the Messiah
of Israel, Yeshua.

Miroslaw and Efraim

Next we visited Svieta whom we spoke
about in our last newsletter from Israel. Svieta
helps daily in the packing of packages in the
center led by the Messianic fellowship and fe-
els very needed.

We also visited 82-year-old Lidia with Vika
and Ludmila. Lidia wants very much to come
to Poland after all she has heard from Vika and
Ludmila about their visit to Poland.

Lidia

   Vika

Meeting with Ita
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Ludmila

The next day on the way to the kibbutz in
Degania we stopped in Haifa where we visi-
ted 85-year-old Isaac and his 73-year-old wife,
Bella. Bella was born in Israel and her parents

Bella and Isaac

came from Belarus. Isaac was in the ghetto in
Piotrkow Trybunalski and was sent to Au-
schwitz-Birkenau in 1944. He took part in the
death march to Gliwice and then, together with
other prisoners, was transported by train in
closed wagons called “coal cars” to Sachen-
hausen and from there to Mauthhausen. Then
he walked in the death march to Gunskirchen.
He was released in May. Isaac survived, toge-
ther with his mother, but his father died in the
death march. His brother, along with 20 other
children, was subjected to experiments at the
hands of German doctors. When the libera-
tion was near, in April 1945, all the children
were hanged. When Isaac was in Auschwitz

The camp number
on Isaac’s forearm

he was 12 years old and his brother was 9 and
a half. He told us that he can’t believe it him-
self, what he went through, it’s unimaginable.
It’s a miracle that he is normal after all he’s
been through. After the liberation the Ameri-
cans took them to Italy. It was a Jewish divi-
sion. In November, 1945 he went to Haifa. At
the end of our meeting we prayed for them
and blessed them with the blessing of Aaron.
Pray for salvation for Isaac and Bella and that
they might be able to travel to Poland for
a rest and to take part in our yearly conferen-
ce which takes place in August.

In the kibbutz in Degania we met with Ta-
mara with whom we visited 90-year-old Icus

Icus
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who has been cared for a believing sister from
the Philippines for 5 years.

In the evening we met with Joseph and Ri-
vka in Tamara’s home. Joseph’s parents esca-
ped to Russia and then returned to Krakow
where Joseph was born in 1946. Unfortunate-
ly they were forced to leave Poland in 1956.

The next day Tamara asked us at breakfast
if we believe that God helps us. We’ve known
Tamara for over 20 years and met Icus even
earlier. When we first met with her she said
that she didn’t believe. This is the effect of her
growing up in an atheistic family. Now she con-
fesses that she prays to God and that He helps
her. We see the grace that God shows His pe-
ople, delivering them from their unbelief.
“...The deliverer will come from Zion; he will
turn godlessness away from Jacob.” (Rm.
11:26)

During our visit Tamara showed us an aba-
cus brought to Israel by her mother who was
an accountant in Poland.

Tamara

The same day we also visited 85-year-old
Henryk and his 82-year-old wife, Ester. Hen-
ryk (Yechezkel) was born in Krakow and lived
in Gorlice. His father worked in the petroleum
industry drilling for oil. Henryk doesn’t have
any siblings. In 1939 he escaped from Gorlice
to his uncle and then left to Asino in Siberia.
He lived there in a gulag for a year and a half.
Then he traveled to Bukhara in Uzbekistan
where there was a lack of food and terrible

Henryk and Estera

living conditions. His father got typhus by drin-
king contaminated water. His mother came
down with dysentery and both of them died.
Before his death, his father placed him in
a Christian orphanage. He was taken to Tehe-
ran when he was 10 years old. There was
a camp there for 700 Jewish children admini-
stered by the British. They were waiting to be
transported to Palestine. Iraq didn’t want them
to travel through their country so they trave-
led by ship to Pakistan, then to Egypt and fi-
nally, in 1943, they traveled by train to the Bri-
tish camp in Atlit in Palestine. He came to
Degania together with Icus in 1943. Henryk
was in Poland twice. His grandfather had
a house in Poland that the communist govern-
ment took over. Later the building was sold
and Henryk never received any compensation.
This is another difficult part of our history;
much Jewish property was taken possesion of
and the Jews were never compensated. Let’s
pray that our governments would resolve this
issue and that the proper compensation wo-
uld be given. “You should not march through
the gates of my people in the day of their disa-
ster, nor gloat over them in their calamity in
the day of their disaster, nor seize their wealth
in the day of their disaster.” (Obadiah 1:13)

In the Degania B kibbutz, which was built
10 years later and had its 97th anniversary this
year, we met with 87-year-old Shlomo who
lived through the Holocaust. His story moved
us greatly. A film about Shlomo can be seen on
the internet on youtube. It’s a film about the
Polish documents of Shlomo Yarden. Shlomo
was able to hide thanks to the false documents
that he received from the priest in his presby-
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                                                      Meeting with Shlomo

tery. In 1943 the Germans captured his bro-
ther and killed him. Shlomo took his body du-
ring the night and buried him. After the war
he received permission to exhume the body
and it was buried in the Jewish cemetery in
Sochaczew. His parents, five brothers and two
sisters died during the Holocaust. Shlomo be-
lieves in God and, as he said himself, has seen
how God helped him when he prayed. He has
visited the places in Poland that he remem-
bers. He would like to travel to Sochaczew
again to visit his brother’s gravesite. Let’s pray
for Shlomo, that his trust and faith in God
would increase even more.

On the last day of our visit we met with 93-
year-old Lea. Lea comes from Lodz. She was

in the Lodz ghetto during the war and from
there was transported to Ravensbrück in 1943.
From there she was sent to the airplane facto-
ry in Wittenberg. Lea’s father was an officer in
the Polish army. He was a tailor by trade and
used his skills in the army to sew furs, coats
and outfits. Part of Lea’s family, including her
mother, died in Auschwitz. After being libera-
ted by the Russians Lea, along with other wo-
men hid with in one of the houses, had to esca-
pe in fear that they would be raped. In Lodz
Lea found out that from her whole family only
her sister survived because her mother pushed
her to safety at the selection point in Au-
schwitz. Lea’s father died in the ghetto. Two
sisters made it to Italy and from there traveled
to Palestine. Lea has two daughters and a son.
When we blessed Lea with Aaron’s blessing at
the end of our time with her she folded her
hands and tears flowed from her eyes. Pray
for Lea, that she might find comfort in Yeshua
the Messiah.

We are thankful to God for the time we
spent in Israel. We can see how very impor-
tant this ministry is and how many people the-
re are whom we can still visit and encourage.
With God’s help we want to continue to serve
the diaspora in Ukraine and Israel. We ask you
once again to pray for us so that together we
might be able to continue to bless and enco-
urage the descendants of Abraham and give
testimony to them about their Messiah, Yeshua.
“Comfort, comfort my people, says your
God.” (Is. 40:1)

Looking back on the past year of 2017, we
are thankful to God in the name of the Lord
Jesus for His goodness and faithfulness during
this time. Together with you we see God’s care,
provision, grace and blessing in this ministry of
mercy to God’s chosen people in Ukraine as
well as in Israel. As we worked together with
our dear friends in Ukraine and in Israel, we
were able to help them through the daily me-
als, food packages, medical help, the rest pro-
ject, trips to a sanatorium and meeting the day
to day needs of the descendants of Abraham.
Every kind of help given in this way allows us
to be doers of God’s word and not only he-
arers (Jms. 1:22)

Lea
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Thanks to this ministry of mercy, which we
carry out together with you, many were able
to hear about the salvation there is in the Lord
and Savior, the Messiah of Israel and some of
these have committed their lives into his arms.
Some of these people take part regularly in
the Shabbat meetings which helps them to
continue to grow in their faith.

We are thankful to God for each of you,
that you regularly support this ministry spiri-

tually and materially. We pray that the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the name of the
Lord Jesus, would reward each of you for your
involvement in this ministry. We bless you in
the new year 2018 and thank God, once aga-
in, for your part in this ministry!

Shalom from Oświęcim


