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Oświęcim, February 2017

With God’s grace and help we were able
to make another trip to Ukraine. We are gra-
teful to the Lord for His blessing and protec-
tion that He gave us at that time.

First we went to Shepetivka where we vi-
sited some people in their homes.

The first person was 70-year-old Raisa, who
received us with joy, into her home. We are
very thankful to the Lord God for His help in
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Dear Brothers and Dear Sisters,

Raisa

Raisa’s treatment. We also want to thank you
for your financial support for her treatment.
Raisa, overflowing with joy, told us that after
three blood tests in three independent labo-
ratories, she received the news that the type
C hepatitis she had suffered from has been li-
quidated. In six months time Raise has to have
another very thorough exam that will make it

possible to know clearly in what condition her
liver is. As we talked with Raisa we read toge-
ther from God’s Word John 14:1; “Do not let
your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, trust
also in Me.” We also prayed with Raisa, enco-
uraging her to come to know Jesus the Savior.

We also visited a married couple: 70-year-
old Alexander and 68-year-old Liza. Thanks to
God’s help Alexander can walk about in his
home and, when it is warm, even go outdo-
ors. The only real problem he has are his kid-
neys which are functioning worse and worse.

Aleksander & Liza

At this time they are functioning at 50% capa-
city. As we talked with them we interceded in
prayer together for their health, especially for
Alexander’s health. Please pray with us. We
encouraged Liza and Alexander to read the
Bible together because God’s words; “... are
life to those who find them and health to
a man’s whole body.” (Prov. 4:22)

The next person we visited was 85-year-
old Arkadi. Arkadi told us about his experien-
ces during the war and how God saved his life
in many situations. He continues, however, to
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be weaker and weaker. He has difficulties with
urinating and has problems with his legs which
makes it impossible for him to get around in
his home. Please pray for Arkadi, that he mi-

ght be in good enough shape to move around
without problems and pain.

We also visited 88-year-old Solik, who lives
completely alone after the death of his wife,
2 and a half years ago. Not only is he very sick
but also lives in extreme poverty. Solik finished
medical studies but didn’t work professionally
as a doctor. Because he was very talented with
languages he took the better paying job of be-
ing a translator in French, German and English.

Arkadi

Solik

Despite his education and intelligence he has
very serious psychological problems because
of the horrors of the Holocaust that he had to
live through. During our visit we became aware
of how much he needs God’s intervention in
his life. We ask for your prayer support for
Solik, that God, the Creator of all living beings
would touch his mind and give him clear thin-
king so that he might come to know Him as
his Lord, Doctor and Savior. Only the Messiah
of Israel is able to change his situation and heal
all his wounds that have come as a result of
the Holocaust and widespread anti-Semitism
that he has experienced in his life.

The next person we visited was Klava who
lives with her brother. Her greatest worry is

not only her worsening health but especially
that when the home she lives in is sold she
won’t have anywhere to live. Pray for God’s
solution for Klava and for her salvation.

During our visit to Shepetivka we were
thankful to God for the time we could spend
at the soup kitchen where we were able to

Klava

Soup kitchen in Shepetivka
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share God’s Word and talk with many of tho-
se who daily receive lunches.

The next part of our visit was to Vinnitsa
where we met with our dear friends at the
soup kitchen and visited some of them in their
homes.

Soup kitchen in Vinnitsa

Soup kitchen in Vinnitsa

The first of them was 90-year-old Ina. Du-
ring the war she was evacuated to Uzbekistan.

Ina

After the war she finished studying at the me-
dical university and worked as an eye doctor
in the Vinnitsa clinic. When we wanted to pray
with her we were surprised to hear her say
that she is an atheist and doesn’t want anyone
to pray for her. We respected her desires but,
in spite of everything, we believe that through
her contact with the volunteers from the Sha-
mash Foundation, where she receives medi-
cal help, God can work in her heart so that
she might believe and receive Yeshua as her
Savior. With this same faith we ask you to pray
with us that God would open her eyes so that
she might experience salvation in the Messiah
of Israel.

The next person we visited was 83-year-
old Sophia. Unfortunately her loved ones died
during the Holocaust. She herself lived thro-

Sophia

ugh the ghetto in Zhmernynka. Sophia’s dau-
ghter and children live in Vinnitsa. Pray for
Sophia’s health and that, through the practical
help she receives through the medical project,
she might come to know her Messiah and Sa-
vior.

We visited 76-year old Yevgienij in the city
hospital. A few days before  our visit he had
had a slight stroke which has left some of his
facial muscles inoperable. Yevgienij, with tears
in his eyes, thanked us for our visit, and for
our prayers that he might return to good he-
alth. His wife, 70-year-old Victoria, was also
with him in the hospital. Victoria is also very
sick. Her biggest problem is her type C hepa-
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titis infection which, like in Raisa from Shepe-
tivka’s case, needs to be healed as soon as
possible. Pray for this married couple, that both
Yewgienij and his wife, Victoria, would return
to full health. Pray, too, for the needed finan-
ces for their treatment.

We also visited 60-year-old Vladimir who-
se father survived the Holocaust because he
fought in the Red Army. Vladimir lives alone

Yevgienij & Victoria

his life. With gratitude in our hearts we ask
you to pray for Vladimir, that the decision he
made would bring lasting fruit for the glory of
God’s Kingdom.

 In Vinnitsa we also visited Sierioza, who
suffers from cancer. We wrote about his situ-
ation in an earlier letter from Ukraine. During
our visit Sierioza was at home. He had earlier

Vladimir

Sierioza & Rima

undergone a series of x-ray and radiotherapy
treatments and his organism had grown so
weak that he had been sent home to recover.
We prayed together for Sierioza and encoura-
ged his wife, Rima, to read the Bible together
and pray to Yeshua, Whom they have rece-
ived as their personal Savior. While we were
still in Ukraine Sierioza was again taken to ho-
spital to continue his treatment.

While we were putting together this letter
we received the news that on 10.02.2017 Sie-
rioza went into eternity. A few days before his
death he prayed, together with workers from
the Shamash Foundation, and gave his life to
Yeshua. We believe that he has gone to be with
Him.

Rima is grateful for the prayer and help they
have received. Please pray for Rima and her
two children that God, Who is the Father of
widows and orphans, would encourage their
hearts and show them His mercy.

In Vinnitsa we also visited 85-year-old Lu-
bov and his 60-year-old daughter, Raisa. Lu-
bov’s husband died three years ago but she
and her daughter continue to remember him
and grieve from his death. Because of poor
health Raisa can’t work. Both of them live from
Lubov’s disability income. They live in very dif-

and doesn’t have any family. When he was
younger he worked as a manual laborer in a
building company in Vinnitsa. With his meager
retirement, which isn’t even 50$ per month,
he isn’t able to buy the medicine he so badly
needs. He is very grateful for all the help, and
especially for the medicine, that he receives
through the Shamash Foundation medical pro-
ject.

During our visit Vladimir opened his heart
to Yeshua the Savior and received Him into
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Raisa & Lubov

ficult conditions. They have no one close who
would be able to help them in any way. We
thank God for the possibility of medical help
for them organized by the Shamash Founda-
tion in Vinnitsa. Please pray for Lubov and Ra-
isa who take part in the Shabbat meetings thro-
ugh the “Synagogue” project. Let’s pray that
the Lord God of Israel would open their eyes
and hearts to salvation in the Messiah Yeshua.

In the city’s retirement home we visited 88-
year-old Meris, whose situation we wrote abo-
ut in our earlier letter from Ukraine. We are

Meris

Tatiana

could only move about with the help of a wheel
chair. At that time Tatiana believed in the Mes-
siah Yeshua and because of that her mother
turned completely away from her and broke
off all contact. When Tatiana became pregnant,
because of her sickness and handicap, no ho-
spital was willing to receive her and everyone
advised her to get an abortion. Tatiana wan-
ted to give birth, however difficult it might be,
and prayed to that end. Finally she was rece-
ived in the maternity ward in Vinnitsa after
paying a large fee (about $100). Just after the
birth of her daughter God did a miracle in Ta-
tiana’s life. It turned out that she was now able
to walk by her own strength. Almost 20 years
have passed since that time. She also gave birth
to a son who is now 12 years old. Tatiana went
through another experience three years after
the birth of her son. Her son was infected with
type C hepatitis and soon afterwards it was
discovered that he has hemophilia. We thank
God that after a long treatment process her
son is now healthy. Tatiana, as a Jewess, has
been involved with the Vinnitsa Messianic Fel-
lowship where she can build up her faith and
count on support in the difficult moments of
her life that she often experiences. As we tal-
ked with her about the miracles that she has
experienced in her life and God’s faithfulness
to her we read Psalm 27:10 together; „Tho-

thankful to God for the contact that Meris con-
tinues to have with the volunteers from the
Shamash Foundation. Through these contacts
Meris gave her life to Yeshua the Savior.

It was a very emotional time as we visited
46-year-old Tatiana. From her youth she has
had many health and family problems. Tatiana
suffers from multiple sclerosis. Unfortunately
her sickness quickly progressed and Tatiana
was no longer able to walk on her own and
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ugh my father and mother forsake me, the
Lord will receive me.” It was a great encoura-
gement to us to see God’s faithfulness in Ta-
tiana’s life. Please support Tatiana in your pray-
ers, that she would be faithful, despite the
difficulties she faces.

In Vinnitsa we also visited 75-year-old Fri-
da. As we talked with Frida she told us, with
joy, that since she received Yeshua as her per-
sonal Savior her life has changed completely.

Frida

Galina

open to hearing God’s Word which is shared
with her. Please pray for Galina, that she mi-
ght fully trust Yeshua as her personal Savior.

The last person we visited in Vinnitsa was
91-year-old Boris. Boris has gone through the
horrors of war and the Holocaust in his lifeti-
me. It was only by a miracle that he escaped
through the mass execution of Jews in Vinnit-
sa. His life was spared thanks to his involve-
ment in the so called commando carpentry
works which were organized by a local busi-
nessman, Franc Ivanovitch Bushinsky, who was
friendly towards the Jews. In this way he re-
scued many local Jews from certain death. Both
Franc Ivanovitch Bushinsky and his daughter,
Valentina Francovna, were awarded the “Ri-
ghteous among the Nations” medal for their
exceptional efforts to rescue Jews from Vin-
nitsa during the terrible time of the Holocaust.

As we talked with Boris, who is now very
sick, our hearts were full of thanksgiving to God

Boris

Most importantly, she daily experiences a deep
and unique peace. Frida had a difficult childho-
od. When the Germans occupied Vinnitsa, her
father, as a Jew, was called to the local Gesta-
po office, supposedly to fulfill some routine
formalities. Unfortunately he was tortured to
death. Frida was left alone with her mother.
After some time they were able to escape from
the city and join those who were being evacu-
ated. In this way they came to Jamburia. Fri-
da’s husband died 20 years ago. Frida now li-
ves with her daughter, who is a doctor, and
her husband. Please pray for Frida’s health and
for the salvation of the whole family.

While we were in Vinnitsa we visited 60-
year-old Galina. Her father was a Polish Jew
and her mother came from Belarus. After many
traumatic experiences during the war they
settled in Vinnitsa where Galina worked as a
teacher of younger aged school children. Gali-
na is now retired but her meager retirement
income doesn’t even make it possible for her
to purchase the medicines she needs so badly,
especially to treat her diabetes. Galina is very
grateful for the help she receives. She is also
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for His amazing protection and care for Boris
in the face of so many life threatening situations
that he went through. But let’s not give up in
asking the Almighty God that Boris’ life might
not just finish here on earth, but that through
his receiving the Messiah Yeshua, after he le-
aves this earth eternal life for him will begin in
His presence.

The next place we stopped during our trip
was Mohyliv Podilskyi where we also visited a
few people in their homes. One of these was
74-year-old Grisha who lived through the

Grisha

Galina

this very difficult time for her when she can-
not move at all. Please pray for Galina, that all
she has heard about Yeshua the Savior would
bring to life living faith in her heart and lead
her to salvation.

We also visited 90-year-old Ilia. During the
war and the German occupation he joined the
Red Army and as a soldier, after many difficul-

Mohyliv ghetto during the war. His wife, Fa-
ina, died seven months ago. Grisha receives
packages and medical help through the Sha-
mash Foundation. Please pray for Grisha, that
he would open his heart to Yeshua, whom he
has heard so much about from us.

Another person we visited in Mohyliv Podil-
skyi was 78-year-old Galina. After everything
she experienced during the war she lived and
worked as a nurse in Lvov. With thanks and
fond memories Galina spoke about her visit to
Poland made possible by the “Rest” project.
It’s already been 10 years since then but all
the good memories are still fresh in her mind.
Galina broke her hip bone not long ago and is
bedridden at the moment. She is under the
loving care of her family who came from Lvov
to be with her while she recovers. Galina is
very thankful for the meals that are brought to
her home from the soup kitchen, especially in

Ilia

ties after the end of the war, returned to Mo-
hyliv Podilskyi. As he spoke with us Ilia expres-
sed how thankful he is for all the help he rece-
ives through the food packages and the meals
at the soup kitchen. He has experienced many
problems and difficulties in his life. Please pray
for him, that he might soon come to know
Yeshua the Messiah as his personal Savior.
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During our visit to Ukraine we also trave-
led to Kalinovka where we have started to help
through the medical project this year.

The first person we visited in Kalinovka was
75-year-old Aneliya. When we visited Aneliya
on an earlier trip she had fallen and injured

Aneliya

Nahum & Ludmila

Ida

her leg. She was very grateful for our visit and
for the help she will receive through the me-
dical project. Her only daughter lives, toge-
ther with her husband and grown granddau-
ghter, in Dnepropetrovsk. Aneliya worked for
35 years as a teacher of Russian language and
literature. Her meager retirement isn’t even
enough to pay for heating, not to mention
other necessary expenses. During our conver-
sation Aneliya said to us; “I am jealous of your
faith. I would also like to believe in that way.”
When we suggested that we pray with her
Aneliya told us; “Yes, please pray for me, that
I could receive Jesus into my heart.” Let’s com-
mit Aneliya to prayer that the Lord and Savior
Jesus through His Spirit would establish her in
the decision she has made.

The next people we visited in Kalinovka was
a married couple: 69-year-old Ludmila and 70-
year-old Nahum. Nahum worked as an elec-
trical engineer and Ludmila as a heart specia-
list in the city hospital. Nahum, because of his
worsening chronic epilepsy needs continual
medical care and pharmacological treatment
which they often can’t afford because of their
small retirement income. Both Ludmila and
Nahum have heard much about the God of

Israel and Yeshua the Savior. Nahum, howe-
ver, says that he doesn’t want to open up to
God and faith. On the other hand Ludmila has
a good knowledge of God’s Word because of
contact with Jehovah’s Witnesses. Please bring
Ludmila and Nahum before God’s presence in
prayer. Both of them need to come to know
the truth about salvation in the Messiah of Israel
– Yeshua.

We also visited 71-year-old Ida who wor-
ked in a high school as a secretary. Ida doesn’t
have any family and lives alone in poverty con-

ditions. She is sick and needs continual care
and treatment. Contact with her is made diffi-
cult because of her mental illness. This is seen
in her continual fear for her life. Please pray
for Ida, that in her loneliness and despite her
many ailments, the God of Israel, Who cares
for His children, would speak to her heart thro-
ugh His Holy Spirit, so that she might get to
know Him better. Pray that, through her con-
tact with believers, Ida would open her heart
to the Savior, Yeshua.
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The last person we visited in Kalinovka was
75-year-old Ludmila. For two years Ludmila
has suffered from high blood pressure and for

Ludmila

The next place we went to during our visit
to Ukraine was Gaisin.

While we were in Gaisin we visited 81-year-
old Michail who has almost completely lost his
vision. We want to organize a complete eye
exam for Michail, under the medical project,
to determine to what degree his eyesight can
be saved. Michail gave his life to the Savior
many years ago and he trusts only in Him to

help with his daily problems. Please intercede in
prayer for Michail that the Lord would give him
strength and faith in his daily struggles. Ask the
Lord, too, to provide the needed finances for
the exam and treatment of Michail’s eyesight.

 In Gaisin we also visited 71-year-old Nina
who has been a widow for 7 years. She lives
together with her son, Leonid, who has a diffi-

Vlodimir & Rita
with their daughter Anna

this reason needs continual treatment. Ludmila
worked professionally as a physics and mathe-
matics teacher in the local high school. Pray
for Ludmila, who has already had contact with
believers, that faith would grow in her heart
and would bear the good fruit of salvation in
her life.

The next place where we visited needy
people was Nemirov.

In this city we visited a married couple: 67-
year-old Vlodimir and 67-year-old Rita. Vlodi-
mir has suffered from high blood pressure and

Michail

eye problems for many years. His eyesight
continues to deteriorate. We talked with them
about their needs and, most importantly, abo-
ut their greatest need which is their salvation.
We are thankful to God for their openness to
the gospel and we are praying that they would
come to know Yeshua as their personal Savior.

Nina
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cult time finding work. During the war Nina’s
parents were rescued by evangelical believing
Christians who cared for them even after the
war. The other members of her family, both
from her father’s and mother’s side, were shot
in Idieyevkie, a small village, in which a tem-
porary ghetto was organized of Jews from the
area. We are thankful for the good testimony
that Nina, together with her parents, could
experience from Christians who showed the-
ir faith in the God of Israel and Yeshua in such
practical ways in such difficult times that they
had to live through.

Nina is very grateful for the medical help
and, because of the good testimony of Chri-
stians, is very open towards Yeshua. Nina re-
ceived a copy of God’s Word as a present from
us. Please pray for Nina, that the God of Israel
through His beloved Son Yeshua, would reve-
al Himself to her through the pages of His
Word.

The next place in our travels was Tivrov,
where we visited a married couple: 78-year-
old Eduard and 72-year-old Faina. Eduard suf-
fered a heart attack and now receives medici-
ne under the Shamash Foundation medical
project. He, together with his wife, is very

thankful for the medicine without which they
couldn’t survive. We ask you to pray for Faina
and Eduard who have heard much about sa-
lvation in Yeshua, that the Holy Spirit would
open the eyes of their hearts to salvation.

In Tivrov we visited 49-year-old Lena,
whom we wrote about in our internet websi-
te under the project “SOS”. Lena, went thro-
ugh many serious problems in her youth and

Faina & Eduard

being paralyzed, came to know Yeshua as her
personal Savior and desires to serve Him with
all her heart. Because of her very difficult fi-
nancial situation (her disability check is barely
12,5$ per month!). Lena needs continual me-
dical help and help with food. She lives with
her husband in one small room in a dormitory
which, for the most part, has been turned into
a retirement home. We are thankful to God
that members of the local Jewish community
visit Lena as often as possible and keep in con-
tact with her.

The last place we visited during our trip to
Ukraine was Sharhorod. We also visited here
people who receive medical help. The first of
them was a married couple: 67-year-old Bella
and 65-year-old Victor. They received us with
great joy. Bella has had to undergo several
operations lately to correct her vision. Becau-
se of Victor’s weak heart he had to have a pa-

Lena

Victor & Bella



– 11 –

cemaker put in. Both Bella and Victor have
heard about Yeshua the Messiah, especially
during their time of rest while in Poland. Pray
that the Lord God would strengthen their fa-
ith in Yeshua and that they would experience
His help in their lives each day.

In Sharhorod we visited 64-year-old Luda
who also receives medical help. Luda has been
a widow for 15 years. Her only son lives and

Luda

We are also thankful to God for the Shab-
bat meetings in the Jewish fellowship in Vin-
nitsa. Our joy is that many of the participants

Viera

works in Kiev. Luda also takes care of her 92-
year-old father. During our conversation Luda
told us about the powerful anti-Semitism that
the Jews of Sharhorod experienced. It’s not
easy for them to live at the present either and
they own very little. Please pray for Luda’s
health and that the good news about Yeshua
that she has heard would find good soil in her
heart.

The last person we visited in Sharhorod was
72-year-old Viera. After 25 years of working
as a nurse Viera now receives 1300 UAH
which equals 50$ per month. Since her hus-
band died four years ago she has lived thro-
ugh very difficult times. Viera doesn’t even
have enough to meet her very basic needs.
For this reason she is very thankful for all the
help she receives, especially for medicine to
treat her spine problems, high blood pressure
and joint pain. Please pray for Viera, that the
practical help shown to her in the name of
Yeshua the Messiah would help her come to
know Him as her personal Savior.

Shabbat meeting in Vinnitsa

are people we have helped through the years
and who have come to know the Savior thro-
ugh this help. Pray that this fellowship would con-
tinue to grow to the glory of God’s Kingdom.

 Despite the difficult times we live in, we
are thankful to God that we can in some small
way give practical help to those who, because
of their age and experiences won’t be able to
be with us much longer. We thank you that
you so faithfully support us financially and pray-
erfully in this ministry of mercy. May the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob help us all, for as
long as possible, to show them practical support
and help and to tell them of salvation in Yeshua,
their Messiah, Who, in His grace and faithfulness
can save them and give them eternal life.

     Shalom from Oświęcim


