
According to World Jewish Congress President Ronald Lauder, the 
latest tensions between the Obama administration and Israel are 
contributing to a rise in global anti-Semitism. In remarks before the 
House subcommittee overseeing global human rights issues, Lauder 
said when people around the world see “the best friends of Israel are 
having problems with them,” it provokes negative attitudes toward Jews.

Lauder also warned that unless the United States acts decisively to defeat Islamic terrorism in the Middle 
East and Africa, “the flame of radical Islam could stretch across all of Europe as well. European leaders have 
stepped up and strongly condemned these attacks on Jews and the rise of anti-Semitism,” Lauder said, “but 
the United States must lead.”

Lauder also criticized the absence of US leaders at the anti-terror march in Paris following the attacks on the 
offices of the Charlie Hebdo magazine and a kosher supermarket in the city’s suburbs last January. “Many of 
the leaders in Europe linked arms in solidarity in the very front row, but there was not one US representative 
with them in the front row,” he said. “I believe that sent a very negative message around the world.”

Rep. Chris Smith, who chairs the House Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global Human Rights, and 
International Organizations, told participants, “For the first time since the Holocaust, the physical security of 
Jewish communities in Europe has become a top-level concern. This is the horrifying state of affairs.”

Anti-Semitism is certainly on the rise, and it may not be entirely due to the altercation between Israel and the 
US, though that could have contributed to it. The Guardian says “Anti-Semitism is on the rise across Europe 
‘in worst times since the Nazis.’”

According to another news source, a survey has revealed that nearly half of Britons hold anti-Semitic views. 
It also found that one in eight British citizens surveyed (13 percent) thought Jews used talking about the 
Holocaust to get sympathy. A YouGov poll asked 3,411 UK adults about their attitudes toward UK Jewish 
citizens. It found that 45 percent polled believed at least one anti-Semitic view presented to them was 
“definitely or probably true.”

The fishers have already done their work, and the hunters are not far behind. The day will come when all 
Jews will have to “go home”—there will be no other recourse. 

Hirsi Ali calls for an Islamic Reformation
 
Ayaan Hirsi Ali is a Moslem lady who was born and raised a Muslim in Mogadishu, Somalia, where she saw and 
experienced the brutal treatment of women and girls under fundamentalist Islam. She lived in Saudi Arabia and  
Kenya before seeking asylum in Holland in order to escape from an arranged marriage. She became involved 
in politics and eventually was elected to the Dutch parliament, where she is an outspoken critic of Islam. 
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Today she lives in the United States and is a fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute. I am not sure whether she still considers herself a Moslem or not, but 
she is definitely an outspoken critic of Islam as it is currently practiced. Her first 
book was called Infidel. Recently she has come out with another book called 
Heretic: Why Islam Needs a Reformation Now. In the latter book she makes a 
powerful case that a religious reformation is the only way to end the terrorism, 
sectarian warfare, and repression of women and minorities that each year claim 
thousands of lives throughout the Moslem world. 

Echoing other critics of Islam, she says, “Islam unreformed is not a religion of 
peace.” On the question of emulating Muhammad, which many Moslems want to 
do, she says, “living a life exactly as the Prophet Muhammad results in groups such 
as the Islamic State.” As for the concept of jihad, which many Moslems want to 
play down, she says jihad means “holy war,” and trying to “define it as something 
else is not reality”. 

She says “radical Islam is a call to death,” and in an interview she explains why 
radical Islamists look forward to death. I recall another radical statement that I 

read some time ago in which a Moslem warns Americans, “We will overcome you, because while you love 
life, we love death.”

One wants to point out the idiocy of such a remark and of such a way of thinking. People who seek death in 
order to propagate Islam will get exactly what they are looking for: death. They will also reap what waits on 
the other side of death. 

White House warns Israel: “Occupation Must End”
 
The White House on Monday bluntly warned Israel that its occupation of Palestinian land must end, 
dismissing Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s efforts seen as to taking back controversial campaign 
pledges. In unusually tough language that underscores the fracture in relations between Washington and 
Israel, White House Chief of Staff Denis McDonough said “an occupation that has lasted for almost 50 
years must end.” No Chief of Staff has ever uttered such an unthinkable statement.

McDonough criticized Netanyahu’s pre-election pledge to block the creation of a Palestinian state – the 
supposed end goal of decades of fruitless peace talks – and he questioned Netanyahu’s efforts to undo 
the damage. “We cannot simply pretend that those comments were never made, or that they don’t raise 
questions about the Prime Minister’s commitment to achieving peace through direct negotiations,” he said.

“The Palestinian people must have the right to live in and govern themselves in their own sovereign state,” 
he added. McDonough is one of President Barack Obama’s closest advisors, and his speech to the liberal 
pro-Israel lobby group J Street was followed closely in Washington.

Netanyahu’s pledge deepened a long-running disagreement with Obama but his top aide said the row was 
not based on “personal pique.” Somehow that last statement just doesn’t ring true.

“America’s commitment to a two-state solution is fundamental to US foreign policy,” McDonough said. “It’s 
been the goal of both Republican and Democratic presidents, and it remains our goal today.” 

What needs to be reiterated is that a two-state solution is NO solution. The PA does not want their own 
state – they want ALL of the area now known as “ISRAEL” – and they have clearly stated this on numerous 
occasions. There can be no peace agreement when there is no peace partner.

On Monday, Netanyahu apologized for election-day comments claiming Arabs were voting in “droves,” 
comments which also brought US criticism. He subsequently met with Israeli-Arab leaders. “Netanyahu told 
the gathered community leaders on Monday that he saw himself as the prime minister of every one of them, 
“without any difference in religion, race, or sex.” 

“I see in every Israeli citizen a partner in the building of a flourishing and safe state of Israel for all,” 
Netanyahu remarked. (JPost, March 23, 2015)
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The White House has zero understanding of the situation in Israel. When the Jews began to immigrate 
to Israel, the land where the settlements stand now, was disputed territory. There was no state there, no 
sovereign nation to tell anyone they couldn’t build houses there. 

One might as well accuse the White House of “occupying” Native American territory. 

This Passover season, as present day Israelis sit down for their Seder meals, may they remember where 
they came from and what their future is: 

“Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens 
of the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched 
arm and with great judgments. I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall 
know that I am the LORD your God who brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give 
it to you as a heritage: I am the LORD’” (Exodus 6:6-8).

In Messiah,

Lonnie C. Mings 


