
The Druze are a religious minority located mainly in northern
Israel. In 2012, there were 130,600 Druze living in the country. 
In 1957, the Israeli government designated the Druze a 
distinct ethnic community at the request of its communal 
leaders. The Druze are Arabic-speaking citizens of Israel 
who serve in the Israel Defense Forces. Members of the 
community have attained top positions in Israeli politics and 
public service.  Before the establishment of the State of Israel, 
the Druze were not recognized as a religious community and 
were discriminated against by the judicial system. For the 
most part, the Druze get along well with Israel. 

A few days ago, Druze rioters from the Golan Heights 
attacked an Israeli military ambulance, making it the second 
incident in less than 24 hours in which Druze attacked an 

IDF ambulance that was carrying Syrian fighters. According to Reuters, the rioters attacked the ambulance, 
inflicting extensive damage and causing a deterioration in the condition of the two wounded Syrians, who 
were initially said not to be in life-threatening condition.

The attack was apparently carried out by Druze rioters that are angry at the Syrian jihadists’ attempts to 
takeover and terrorize Druze areas of the Syrian Golan Heights. The protesters claim that the injured 
Syrians are members of Jabhat al-Nusra, an Al Qaeda linked terror organization that has committed human 
rights abuses against the Syrian Druze community. An IDF official denied that the wounded rebels were 
members of the Islamist terror organization. Two Israeli soldiers who were in the ambulance at the time were 
injured; one of them is a military doctor.

“This is a very grave incident,” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stated. “We will not permit 
anybody to take the law into their own hands and we will not allow anyone to hamper Israeli soldiers in the 
course of their duty. I call upon Druze leaders to act 
immediately to calm the tensions.”

A large deployment of police forces was called to the 
site, closed off the area and confronted the rioters. 
After the incident, celebrations began on the streets 
of the Northern Druze village of Majdal Shams, where 
residents were dancing, chanting slogans and waving 
flags.

The head of the Israeli Druze community, Sheikh 
Mowafak Tariq, strongly condemned the attack, 
saying “This is not our way and we’re in pain over 
what happened. This is a criminal act, carried out 
by lawless people and the authorities must act.”
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PA Hands Israel ‘War Crimes’ Files to ICC
 
On Thursday, Palestinian Authority Foreign Minister Riyad al-Maliki handed International Criminal Court 
prosecutors a file detailing alleged Israeli war crimes in Gaza and settlement construction in the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem, in a move Israel called an attempt to “manipulate and politicize” the ICC.

The move by the Palestinians marks a first step toward opening criminal proceedings against the Jewish 
state, and comes days after a UN panel found Israel could be guilty of war crimes during fighting in Gaza 
last summer. The file, based on findings by a Palestinian commission of inquiry and information from 
non-government groups, feeds into a preliminary investigation by ICC prosecutor Fatou Bensouda into 
possible crimes on Palestinian-claimed territory. “This is a Palestinian attempt to manipulate and politicize 
the judicial mechanisms of the ICC,” said Emmanuel Nahshon, spokesman of the Israeli Foreign Ministry. 
“We hope that the prosecutor will not fall in that trap.”

Bensouda’s initial probe aims to establish if there is enough evidence to merit opening a full-scale 
investigation that could ultimately lead to charges against both Israelis and Palestinians. It is not clear how 
long the process will take. Maliki said the information forms “a compelling case for the prompt opening of 
an investigation.”

He said it included details on Israel’s settlements and military offensive throughout the territories, particularly 
last year’s Gaza War, and also outlined allegations of crimes committed against Palestinian prisoners.

A team of ICC investigators is scheduled to arrive in 
Israel by the end of the month to examine the Palestinian 
allegations, though Israeli officials have described the visit 
as routine.The files presented by Maliki are intended to aid 
Bensouda in deciding whether or not to upgrade the 
preliminary probe into a full investigation of criminal 
activity. A decision to order a full investigation can only 
come from judges in the ICC’s pretrial department.

The filing “confirms that the absence of accountability 
has led to the recurrence of violations and will continue 
to do so if gone unchecked,” the Palestinians said in a 
statement before the filing. Should the review lead to an 
investigation, the court may also look into crimes allegedly 
committed by the Palestinians as well. One of them would 
be firing rockets into civilian areas, and hiding combatants 
behind children, and in civilians’ schools and hospitals. 

The Palestinian Authority officially joined the International 
Criminal Court on April 1, after having signed the court’s 

founding treaty, the Rome Statute, last December. Though Israel is not a member of the court, cases could 
be brought before it against Israeli individuals suspected of war “crimes” committed in territory claimed by 
the Palestinians.

On Monday, a report by the UN Human Rights Council found both Israel and Palestinian groups could have 
committed war crimes, and urged The Hague to launch an investigation. The council’s report is also being 
studied by investigators at the ICC. Israel has dubbed the Palestinians’ joining the court as “scandalous,” 
with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warning that it turns the ICC “into part of the problem and not part 
of the solution.” Israel also firmly rejected allegations of war crimes in Gaza, blaming Gaza’s Hamas rulers 
for the intermittent violence. Netanyahu dismissed the UNHRC report as biased, skewed and flawed.

Meanwhile, the Israeli non-governmental organization Shurat Hadin-Israel Law Center has begun collecting
incriminating information on Palestinian leaders as a deterrent measure at the ICC. Earlier this week Shurat 
Hadin petitioned the ICC demanding that the court disqualify Bensouda from dealing with the matter because 
she has already made comments to the media about the Israeli-Palestinian situation, contravening the 
court’s own guidelines, the Hebrew-language Ynet website reported.
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US Congress Passes Anti-BDS Legislation
 
After weeks of political wrangling, President Barack Obama scored a 
key victory Wednesday with Congress passing legislation that allows 
him to swiftly negotiate a Pacific trade accord. Two amendments in 
the bill had also opposed the BDS (boycott, divestment and sanctions) 
campaign against Israel, particularly by European countries.

Obama relied on a majority of Republicans to get the measure, which 
passed the House of Representatives last week, across the finish line 
with a vote of 60 to 38 in the Senate. The so-called trade promotion 
authority expands Obama’s powers to negotiate the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership and other trade deals and present them to Congress for 
an up-or-down vote, without lawmakers able to pick apart the accord, 
under a so-called “fast-track authority”.

Fifteen pro-trade Democrats joined all but five Republicans in supporting the measure. The anti-BDS 
provisions require US negotiators to make the rejection of the BDS campaign a principal trade objective in 
negotiations with the European Union, making the incentive of free trade with the US a leverage against 
cooperation with the BDS campaign. It is the first legislation by the US Congress in four decades which 
pushed back against efforts to boycott Israel.

“Now therefore, be wise, O kings; be instructed, you judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, 
and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath 
is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him” (Psalm 2:10-12).

In Messiah,

Lonnie C. Mings 


