
In this New Year of 5775, some of the news is not good—to say the least. In a Ynet News article, writer 
Oz Almog says, “When we thought that the world was becoming a large village and that the vision of the 
end of wars was at our doorstep, radical Islam came along and spoiled the party.”

The writer may be overlooking the fact that radical Islam has been around for a long time. In fact, Islam is 
radical, through and through. Some Muslims are saying that ISIS has “hijacked” Islam. In fact, Islam has 
hijacked the radicals. The Quran definitely commands the beheading of infidels; the verse is found in 8:12, 
which reads, “God revealed his will to the angels, saying, I shall be with you. Give courage to the believers. 
I shall cast terror into the hearts of the infidels. Strike off their heads, strike off the very tips of their fingers!” 

Through his lifetime, Muhammad often commanded beheading of enemies. For example, on one occasion 
Muhammad and his army lined up some 800 Jewish men beside a long trench and  hacked off their heads, 
one at a time. This is nothing less than sick brutality, which does not belong in a civilized world.

Ynet writer Almog continues, “Extremism is expanding and the clouds of a global war are growing dark 
on the horizon. The Islamic State is not unusual in the landscape of fundamental Islam. Even the horrific 
beheading isn’t an unusual crime in these societies, and it isn’t even the most radical crime. Millions of 
people have been brutally slaughtered in the name of Allah in recent years. The West has turned a deaf 
ear and a blind eye not only to Islamic terror and tribal violence, but also to Arab dictatorships’ crushing of 
human rights.” 

“In its murderous war on its ‘heretic’ brothers, the Islamic State is holding up a mirror to the Muslim nations 
as well. In the not-too-distant future, people there will start looking into religious fanaticism and a gradual 
sobering up process will develop. Religious [radicalism] is a monster with a ticking time bomb of self-de-
struction, and it will eventually destroy itself.”

That would be nice, but I’m not so sure he’s right. The whole world right now is convulsing in a kind of moral 
and intellectual madness, in which good is bad and bad is good, and no one knows anything for sure. When 
God’s wisdom is cast aside, then wisdom itself goes out the window. In the Western world political correctness 
has created an atmosphere in which political and other leaders actually believe the religion of hate is good, 
and the religion of love is bad. They have lost the ability to distinguish good from evil. Thus, in my view, evil 
is destined to get worse, not better. 

Greek Orthodox Priest Defends Israel  
 

A Greek Orthodox priest (who lives in Israel), recently stood before the 
UN Human Rights Council and argued that Israel is the only country in 
the Middle East where Christians are not persecuted. Fr. Gabriel Naddaf
implored the 47 member nations to “end your witch hunt of the only 
free country in the region.”

“In the Middle East today, there is one country where Christianity is not 
only not persecuted, but affectionately granted freedom of expression, 
freedom of worship and security,” he said. “It is Israel, the Jewish state. 
Israel is the only place where Christians in the Middle East are safe.” 
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Naddaf notes that some 120,000 Christians have been killed each year in the Middle East for the last de-
cade. “That means that every five minutes a Christian is killed because of his faith. Those who can escape 
persecution at the hands of Muslim extremists have fled. Those who remain, exist as second- if not third-
class citizens to their Muslim rulers.” 

Naddaf, who heads the Greek Orthodox Church in Yafia, near Nazareth, maintained it “is time the world 
woke up to the fact that those who want to destroy the Jewish state are signing the death warrant on the last 
free Christians in the Holy Land.” 

Naddaf has become a controversial figure in Israel since joining the Forum for Drafting the Christian Com-
munity in October 2011 and for openly calling on Christians to serve in the IDF. His activities have drawn 
criticism from Arab MKs as well as threats against his family. In 2013, his son was assaulted and hospital-
ized because of his father’s views (The Times of Israel, September 23). 

A Tale of Three Speeches   
Dignitaries are always delivering speeches at the UN. Sometimes the speakers get thunderous applause. 
Sometimes people walk out on them. The behavior of the audience, which can often be predicted by who is 
standing at the podium, often speaks louder than the speech itself. Recently there were three speakers at 
the UN, and what they had to say spoke volumes about the condition of the Middle East and what is likely to 
come in the future. 

First of all PA leader Mahmoud Abbas addressed the General Assembly on 
Friday, September 26. His rant against Israel could have been predicted. He 
accused Israel of planning mass-scale genocide against the Palestinian people. 
“In this year, proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly as the 
International Year of Solidarity with the Palestinian people, Israel has chosen 
to make it a year of a new war of genocide perpetrated against the Palestinian
people… I have addressed you in this hall during similar days in 2012 and 
cautioned that the colonial occupying power was preparing for a new Nakba 
(catastrophe) against the Palestinian people, and I appealed to you: Prevent a 
new catastrophe; support the establishment of a free and independent State of 
Palestine now.”

Of course his speech was applauded by many of the Middle Eastern delegations.
It was, however, condemned by both the United States and Israel. The US said 
Abbas’ speech was offensive and undermined peace efforts.

The next important speech given in recent days at the UN was by King Abdullah 
of Jordan. Joel Rosenberg posted some key points from the King’s speech on 
Twitter. 

Jordan’s King said, “Arab Christians are an integral part of my region’s past, 
present and future and must be protected.” He went on to note that “Islam 
prohibits violence against Christians.” While I respect the King’s good intentions 
and reasonable approach, unfortunately Islam often does not hesitate to attack 
and kill Christians. 

King Abdullah also referred to ISIS as “terrorists and criminals” and a “global 
threat” that must be defeated immediately. Kudos for that. 

The King also urged a two-state peace deal providing Israel “security” and 
respecting Palestinian “rights” and “dignity.” He also pointed out that Jordan is 
caring for 1.4 million refugees from Syria and Iraq, and needs more international 
assistance.

Most readers will recall that Jordan has a peace treaty with Israel, and also a security pact in which Israel 
has promised to come to Jordan’s aid in case the kingdom is attacked by a hostile power. The days ahead 
will prove whether or not that pact will need to be activated. 
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The third speech took place on September 29, and it was by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.  Predictably, Netanyahu’s speech was calm 
and reasonable, lacking any rant or threats against the Palestinians. He told the 
General Assembly that he aimed to “expose the lies that are told against 
my country from this podium.”

“Hamas’ immediate goal is to destroy Israel,” Bibi said, “but it has a wider goal 
the same as Islamic State. ISIS and Hamas are branches of the same poisonous
tree. The Nazis believed in a master race. The militant Islamists believe in a 
master faith.” Militant Islam spares no one, no faith, and no ethnic group. The 
only question is whether militant Islam will manage to realize its ambitions.” 

The Prime Minister also warned against the deception of Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani. “Don’t be fooled by Iran’s manipulative charm offensive. Once 
Iran produces atomic bombs, all the charm will suddenly disappear. To defeat 
[the Islamic State] and leave Iran as a threshold nuclear power is to win the 
battle and lose the war.”

Finally Netanyahu spoke about transforming common interests with moderate Arab states so as to form a 
partnership that can facilitate peace with the Palestinians. “With a fresh approach from our neighbors, we 
can advance peace despite the difficulties. Let us light a torch of truth and justice to safeguard our common 
future.” 

International Christian leaders now more than ever are calling for intensified prayer for Israel, and also for 
Middle Eastern Christians. May we heed that call in the days ahead. 

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, till her 
righteousness shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch”  (Isaiah 62:1). 

[Quoted by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the UN, first in Hebrew and then in English.]

In Messiah,

Lonnie C. Mings 
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