
In a Ynet News article, Ron Ben-Yishai voices 
concern over the recent talks that favor an 
extension of the Geneva interim agreement with 
Iran. Although both Iran and Israel favor the 
extension, Ben-Yishai says, “It will be Western 
intelligence organizations’ job to minimize risks 
and prevent Iran from using the next seven 
months to advance its nuclear ambitions.” Of 
course Iran favors the extension because it 
gives them more time to work on their bomb. 
Israel favors the extension because it seems to 
give her leaders more time before “D-Day.” 

The temporary agreement reached in Geneva a 
year ago is the maximum compromise the world 
powers were able to achieve with Iran. “The 
attempt to reach a permanent agreement which 
would completely remove the risk of Iran 
becoming militarily nuclearized, in exchange for removal of sanctions failed, because Iran is unprepared to 
give up its status as a nuclear threshold state and is prepared to pay a heavy economic price for that.”

Ben-Yishai continues: “Moreover, [Iran] still wants to shorten as much as possible the period of time needed 
to break through toward a nuclear weapon, so that the Western intelligence will not have enough time to 
discover that Iran has already begun producing an atomic weapon, and in order to neutralize a military 
action, which would stop the ayatollahs before they cross the finish line.” 

The West—meaning mainly the United States—still operates on naïve “hope.” Kerry and his allies “hope” 
that the situation will change for the better in seven months’ time. Kerry wants to give Congress the illusion 
that there has been more progress in the past year than meets the eye. Otherwise, Congress may demand 
that sanctions be stepped up. If that happened, Ben-Yishai says Khamenei and the Revolutionary Guards 
might respond by breaking the rules of the game and “breaking through” toward the bomb. In such a case 
the US and/or Israel would have to decide whether to strike Iran in order to prevent the worst possible 
scenario. Ben-Yishai says, “Yes, Israel is capable of striking Iran.” 

In an op-ed by Shimon Shiffer, the writer thinks Netanyahu “fiddled” while Iran became a nuclear state. He 
did this by busying himself with a law to define Israel as the Jewish nation-state (a hot topic in Israel right 
now), which according to some is a “diversion.”  

However, it should be pointed out that Prime Minister Netanyahu knows that Iran does not yet have a bomb. 
He believes he still has time before the decision to strike Iran, a move that will be fraught with great risks. 

The Ambassador Lays It Out  
 
Ron Prosor, Israel’s ambassador to the UN, made some very telling remarks recently before the UN General 
Assembly. He said, in part:
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“I stand here knowing that today in this Assembly, truth will 
be turned on its head and morality cast aside. The fact of the 
matter is that when members of the international community 
speak about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, a fog descends 
to cloud all logic and moral clarity.”

[This writer remembers something Thomas Friedman
once said. He said if you are going to give a talk about 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, you’d better have done your 
homework, because whenever the topic is brought up a 
species of insanity seems to fall over everyone involved. 
How right he was.]

Prosor continues: “The world’s unrelenting focus on the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict is an injustice to tens of millions of victims of tyranny and terrorism in the Middle 
East. As we speak, Yazidis, Bahai, Kurds, Christians and Muslims are being executed and expelled by 
radical extremists at a rate of 1,000 people per month. How many resolutions did you pass last week to 
address this crisis? And how many special sessions did you call for? The answer is zero. What does this 
say about international concern for human life? Not much, but it speaks volumes about the hypocrisy of the 
international community.

“I stand before you to speak the truth. Of the 300 million Arabs in the Middle East and North Africa, less than 
half a percent are truly free—and they are all citizens of Israel. Israeli Arabs are some of the most educated 
Arabs in the world. They are our leading physicians and surgeons, they are elected to our parliament, and 
they serve as judges on our Supreme Court.

“Millions of men and women in the Middle East would welcome these opportunities and freedoms. 
Nonetheless, nation after nation, will stand at this podium today and criticize Israel—the small island of 
democracy in a region plagued by tyranny and oppression.”

Then Prosor said something extremely important, which I have italicized: “Our conflict has never been about 
the establishment of a Palestinian state. It has always been about the existence of a Jewish state.”

He mentions the UN partition of the land in 1947—part of it for a Jewish state and part for an Arab state. The 
Jews said yes. The Arabs said no. But they didn’t just say no. Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and 
Lebanon launched a war of annihilation against our newborn state. This is the historical truth that the Arabs 
are trying to distort. The Arabs’ historical mistake continues to be felt—in lives lost in war, lives lost to terrorism
and lives scarred by the Arabs’ narrow political interests. 

Prosor’s speech continued for at least eight minutes, and the transcription consists of six pages, all of which 
are very important. But I do not have space to include more than these few paragraphs. The question is—
was anybody listening? We can only hope so.

The “Green Prince” Urges Israel to Destroy Hamas   
Mosab Hasan Yousef, sometimes known as the Green Prince, is the son of 
West Bank Hamas chief Sheikh Hasan Yousef. His story may be read in the 
excellent book called Son of Hamas, published by Tyndale in 2010. A blurb on 
the cover of the book says, “A gripping account of terror, betrayal, political 
intrigue, and unthinkable choices.” Mosab went from being a terrorist, working 
for Hamas, to working for the Israeli Shin Bet, to finally becoming a Christian. 

Mosab recently said Israel’s ceasefire policy with Hamas is fundamentally 
mistaken. It simply gives Hamas time to rearm…and must be urgently uprooted. 
“To get to peace with the Palestinians, Israel needs to go to war against Hamas 
in Gaza, and fast.” 

He says, “I know this will sound to some people like dangerous rhetoric, a push 
for war, but my motivation is precisely the opposite. I’m speaking out because 
you can’t deal with reality by running away from it. You can’t take refuge in 
temporary solutions. Hamas has to be tackled at its roots, uprooted once and 
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for all, and now is the perfect moment to deal with Hamas militarily in Gaza. The longer Israel waits,” he 
warned, “the more dangerous an enemy Hamas will become and the harder the battle. This is the time to 
initiate a war against Hamas.” 

Mosab is now based in the US, but recently he visited Israel where he talked to Avi Issacharoff. The interview 
was printed in The Times of Israel, November 25 edition. 

The son of Hamas says, “Don’t wait for the summer for Hamas to surprise you again. Hit them this winter when
they’re not ready. If you can solve the problem of Hamas in Gaza, that will pave the way forward regarding the 
Palestinians in the West Bank and Abu Mazen [Abbas], who is currently replicating methods that remind me 
of the days of the Second Intifada. “The people throwing stones and petrol bombs in Jerusalem, and carrying
out terrorist attacks think that Israel is weak. It’s precisely now that Israel needs to show its strength,” he said,
“while also acting responsibly and avoiding harm to civilians, because that serves Hamas.”

Mosab believes the policy of having a ceasefire with Hamas since the summer war, and also in previous 
lulls, “is fundamentally wrong. These ceasefires only enable Hamas to rebuild its strength, politically and 
militarily.” 

He also says, “You don’t know how much the people of Gaza dislike Hamas, even hate it, and Hamas fears 
a protracted struggle with Israel because it does not have a real capacity to stand [for long].”

The young man has become somewhat of a celebrity and has to be circumspect in where he goes and what 
he says—even where he eats. 

Concluding the interview, Mosab says, “When the Islamic State starts to hurt people in Europe, the Europeans 
won’t have any more patience for the attacks and the duplicity, just as was the case with Arafat after 9/11. 
The free world will understand that it is in a battle against ideological organizations employing terrorism, and 
it will change its attitude to the Palestinians and to Abbas. But until then, Israel needs to carry out a thorough 
operation in Gaza, and in so doing make clear to Abbas what the right path is. It is the path of peace.” 

Arab Leaders Speak Out Against Extremism
In addition to Mosab Yousef, some other Arabs are beginning to call for tolerance in the Middle East. One 
Palestinian author says the Islamic State (ISIS) distorts Islam. An Al Quds University professor says, 
“Dictators plagued the region for decades with corruption, and lack of freedom of expression.” 

Palestinian author Ahmed Metani has written a novel that he hopes will encourage Palestinians to accept a 
“culture of tolerance.” 

“Over the past three or four years, you can’t turn on the television without hearing about killing and seeing 
blood. People are shouting Allahu Akbar, and showing Islam as violent. I reject this killing.” Metani says that 
ISIS is a perversion of Islam. Another leader, West Bank Sheikh Abu Ali told the media that true Islam means 
Muslims should respect one another, not fight each other. 

Metani’s novel centers around a teacher, Noman, who tries to convince a non-educated, traditional Palestinian
man to allow women to attend school. Of course in some parts of the Arab world, it is not acceptable for 
women to even go out in public alone or attend school. “Tolerance of the other starts at home with the way 
parents act toward their children.”

Metani goes on to say that imams who lead daily prayers and preach weekly sermons could help establish 
a culture of tolerance by preaching against the use of violence and calling for tolerance. Although in this 
particular article, from Ynet News, Metani did not have much to say about Jews, his attitude of tolerance, by 
implication, includes Israelis. 

“You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I tell you: love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. If you 
love those who love you, what reward will you get? And if you greet only your brother, what are you 
doing more than others?…Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:43-46).

In Messiah,
Lonnie C. Mings 


