
According to an article written by Bruce Riedel in Al Monitor, a news source/blog about the Middle East,  
Al-Qaeda and its affiliates are gradually, inexorably surrounding Israel. Safe havens (for Al Qaeda) and  
bases are sprouting up north and south of Israel like never before in the history of global jihad. “Israel  
remains a very hard target for terrorists and is fully capable of defending itself, but the challenges facing 
Israel” are becoming more formidable.
 
The article points out that most of Al Qaeda’s activity until two years ago took place in parts of the Islamic 
world, remote from the center of the Arab world and Israel. Al Qaeda thrived in Pakistan, Yemen, Algeria  
and Iraq, but it had little presence in the Eastern Mediterranean. 

 
The Arab Awakening 
changed that. The Iraqi 
branch of Al-Qaeda gave 
birth to a Syrian branch, 
which has thrived in the 
Syrian civil war. Now the 
two groups are said to be 
competitors for influence in 
eastern and northern Syria. 
Israeli intelligence sources 
say they together command 
the loyalty of 40,000 fighters. 
Many are foreigners drawn 
to Syria by the “vision” 
[mistaken notion] that they 
are part of a campaign to 
liberate Jerusalem after first 
defeating the Assad dictator-
ship. US officials estimate 

that there are 7,000 foreign volunteers in Syria from 50 countries. Even tiny Luxembourg “has been identified 
as a country from which foreign volunteers have gone to fight and die in the Syria jihad”!

Al Qaeda has also created a “Lebanese franchise,” the Abdullah Azzam Brigades, named after the  
Palestinian ideologue who was Bin Laden’s partner in Afghanistan in the 1980s. “With Lebanon’s Sunni 
community frustrated by Hizbullah’s dominance of the country, the situation is ripe for Al Qaeda to grow,” 
says Riedel’s article. In January Zawahiri urged all Al Qaeda affiliates in Syria and Iraq to work together  
to set the stage for the final liberation of Jerusalem.
 
In the south, Al Qaeda-ism is growing in Egypt in the wake of the army coup last summer that toppled the 
Muslim Brotherhood government. Zawahiri had predicted from the start of the Arab Spring in Egypt that the 
army would stage a counterrevolution and he urged his sympathizers to prepare for an armed struggle to 
fight them. Al Qaeda propaganda charges that the Army coup was arranged behind the scenes by the Saudi 
intelligence service with the silent blessing of Israel and the collusion of the Americans. 

“I will lift up my eyes to the hills—from whence comes my help? My help comes from the LORD, 
Who made heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:1).  
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So far apparently Al Qaeda has not developed an infrastructure in Jordan. But if it were to do so, the noose 
would be complete. Jordanian intelligence is “extremely effective” in fighting Al Qaeda, but the group has a 
long history of recruiting in the Hashemite Kingdom, according to the Riedel article. Jordanian sources say 
that some 2,500 Jordanians are already fighting with the two Al Qaeda groups in Syria.

Finally, the Al Monitor article says the growth of Al Qaeda “franchises” and Al Qaeda-ism in the neighbor-
hood is the result of the Arab awakening and the chaos it has produced, not some Al Qaeda master plan. 
[Can it be sure of this?] Zawahiri was “caught off balance” by the Egyptian revolution in 2011. But Al Qaeda 
“is an adaptive ideology and it has taken advantage of the regional situation to fulfill the aspiration of its 
founders, bin Laden and Zawahiri, to take the war to Israel’s border and someday into Israel itself.”
 
So they think. But the same article notes that Israel has a long history of fighting terrorism and has  
exceptional capabilities to counter terror threats. Of course it does. It would not be here today if it didn’t.

Rebel Groups Massing in Syria to Help Establish New Islamic State

With Jihadis in control of Syrian territory on Israel’s northern borders, a high-ranking Israel intelligence  
official said, “Many discussions are taking place behind closed doors about the possibility of rethinking  
[Israel’s] strategy of neutrality in the Syrian war.” In other words, for the first time in Syria’s three-year  
civil war, Israel is contemplating active involvement in order to counter what it sees as a direct threat.
 
In addition to the Al Qaeda-affiliated fighters mentioned in the above article, another 1,200 fighters have 
reportedly taken up a presence in the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip. This puts intense pressure on Israel to do 
something before the forces arrayed against them strike from multiple fronts simultaneously (Prophecy 
News Watch, March 26).
 
Intelligence analysts have concluded that the ultimate purpose of the thousands of foreign fighters from 
across the Muslim world as well as Europe and North America flocking to Syria is to help establish a new, 
powerful Islamic state at the heart of the Middle East. This state is intended to devour large swaths of Iraq 
and Syria, before turning its sights on Israel and Jordan. However, analysts think if the first goal of toppling 
Assad is frustrated by the Russian-Syrian-Iranian-Hizbullah alliance, the fighters intend to reverse this order 
and go straight for Israel. 

Currently there are four radical Islamist fighting groups active in the Syrian civil war:

1. Jubhat al-Nusra, also known as the Nusra Front, which is under the direct control of Ayman al-Zawahiri. 
On January 22, the Shin Beit reported foiling a plot he had hatched for a mixed team of jihadists to carry 
out three terrorist operations in Israel. Local Palestinians and Al Qaeda terrorists coming in from Turkey 
or Syria and the Russian Caucasian republics were to blow up the US Embassy in Tel Aviv as well as the 
Convention Center and a bus route in Jerusalem.

2. The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS), has captured large areas of eastern Syria, including 
some of its oil fields, and seized strategic districts of western Iraq.

3. Ahram al Sham (Islamic Movement of the Free Men of the Levant). This group has raised a force of 
15,000 combatants from Al Qaeda and other radical movements. It heads the newly-formed Islamist 
Front of seven anti-Assad terrorist groups.

 

Countries and regions located at the Levant region
(Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, Cyprus and Hatay)

Countries and regions sometimes included in the
Levant region (Iraq and Sinai)

Entire territory of countries whose regions are included
in the Levant region (Turkey and Egypt)



4. Jaish Al-Islam (the army of Islam). This is the largest Syrian rebel force present in the Damascus area, 
and the group that Assad is most likely to call on for assistance if his own forces prove insufficient.

 
Israel has a number of military options to counter all this, but the writers of the articles I am reading are just 
speculating as to what might happen. 

Things have seemingly been rather quiet in Israel for a while, but while Israelis were enjoying their lives the 
noose has slowly been tightening around them. Only God can save Israel, and of course it is our prayer—as 
well as confidence—that He will do exactly that. Please pray for Israel.

Jewish Doctor Reaches Out to Palestinian Neighbors

Doctor Yitzhhak Glick is an American-Jewish physician who divides his time between Cleveland, Ohio, and 
his house calls in the Arab village of Wadi Nis, near the settlement of Efrat. He is so well known and liked by 
the villagers that he is treated like a king whenever he enters the village. “He’s a blessing,” says one elderly 
man before warmly embracing the American oleh.

One Wadi Nis resident told The Times of Israel about a domestic accident last month, in which his young 
daughter spilled hot soup on her leg and was seriously burned. The man took her to a hospital in Bethlehem 
for emergency care, but later asked Dr. Glick for a second opinion. Glick summoned a skin specialist from 
Jerusalem to continue treatment.
 
“Everyone in Wadi Nis knows me,” Glick told a reporter as he made his way through the village’s bumpy  
alleyways. “There’s almost not a family here I haven’t treated; many children whose lives I’ve saved. From 
day one I saw it as an important value to help the Palestinians in the towns around us.”

Through the Efrat Emergency Medical Center, an evening clinic, Glick provides Palestinians from the area 
with two types of service: emergency care and consultations from volunteer specialists he invites. These 
specialists are either residents of Efrat, or Jerusalem hospital physicians who come in several times a month 
for a few hours of pro bono work (Times of Israel).
 
Glick estimates that an average of five Palestinians are treated in his Efrat clinic every week, approximately 
10 percent of the clinic’s total patient population. The Palestinian patients have to coordinate their entry 
ahead of time with the settlement’s security gate, erected at the onset of the Second Intifada in 2000. But 
emergency teams will often meet Palestinian patients at the settlement gate and decide on the preferable 
course of treatment. 

“Our teams will go out to car accidents, construction accidents or medical emergencies such as shortness 
of breath or chest pain,” Glick said. “They [the Palestinians] know they can come to us and things will get 
rolling.” 

Yes, this is what Israeli doctors do, and they will often fly out to foreign countries to provide expert assistance 
in disasters and other emergencies. This they do because they place a high value on human life. While  
so-called Muslim “freedom fighters” know only how to maim and kill, Israel spends much time aiding its  
enemies. May God bless Israeli doctors and emergency workers. 

“…you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD” (Leviticus 19:18).  

In Messiah,

Lonnie C. Mings 


