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“To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river,the Euphrates…” 
 Genesis 15:18
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Netanyahu Ignores 
US President?

In view of the fact that US President Obama has pretty 
much ignored Israel and her security needs, it is perhaps 
not surprising that Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu has 
gone ahead with some building plans in the territories, 
which goes against what the US wants for the region. 
Some Israeli lawmakers are upset over what they view 
as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s “flippant” deci-
sion to announce more Jewish building activity in the 
midst of peace talks. At the same time, some reports 
indicate Israel might not really need American involve-
ment in the negotiating process after all.

“Netanyahu is giving the American administration [an 
impolite gesture],” MK Zehava Gal-On, leader of the ex-
treme left-wing Meretz Party, said regarding the prime 
minister’s announcement that tenders for an unspecified 
number of new housing units in existing Jewish commu-
nities would be issued in the coming weeks. Netanyahu 
tied the new building tenders to the third release of jailed 
Palestinian terrorists agreed upon as part of the current 
peace talks, according to Israel Today magazine. As 
for the negotiations brokered by US Secretary of State 

John Kerry, so far they have failed to produce any posi-
tive results. However, the headline story in Israel’s Ye-
diot Ahronot on Thursday suggested that Israel and the 
Palestinians really don’t need such [outside] American 
involvement in the peace process.

According to the report, Netanyahu and Palestinian 
president Mahmoud Abbas have been conducting back-
channel negotiations for a number of years. Among 
other things, the two leaders have been dispatching 
trusted advisors to London, where the [representatives] 
try to hash out daily disputes, present new ideas and 
exchange direct messages from Netanyahu and Abbas.

According to Israel Today, the goal of the meetings is 
three-fold: to find solutions to small day-to-day problems 
in the disputed territories, to lay the groundwork for a 
larger diplomatic breakthrough, and to create the nec-
essary mechanism so that when the two sides reach a 
period of sufficient calm, serious efforts toward reaching 
a comprehensive, final agreement can begin quickly.

That these meetings have not yet accomplished their 
overall goal suggests that Washington is trying to fast-
track a process that will continue to take time—that the 
two sides simply are not at a point where they can real-
istically reach a genuine, lasting peace agreement.

As further evidence that Kerry is not accomplishing 
much, Israel’s Army Radio reported this week that his 
latest security proposals would give Israel full security 
control over the Jordan Valley border and the right to fly 
intelligence-gathering drones over a future Palestinian 
state. Of course those terms are acceptable to Israel, but 
any observer with understanding of the situation knows 
that the Arabs would never go for it, and, indeed, Kerry’s 
proposal has already been rejected outright by the Arab 
League (Israel Today magazine, December 26). 

Third Intifada in the Making? 
“From these alleyways the anger will flow,” warns a Times 
of Israel article on December 27. It means to say that an-
ger is increasing, especially in the refugee camps on the 
West Bank, and that a third uprising could break out any 
moment. 
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Avi Issacharoff begins his article as follows: “The view 
surrounding the Balata and Askar refugee camps outside 
of Nablus in the West Bank is stunning. The peaks of 
Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim to the west are still capped in 
snow, as are some of the mountains of Samaria to the 
east.” But, he continues, “In the valley, the tight alleyways 
point to a reality that is in stark contrast to the surrounding 
beauty. A cluster of homes, one on top of the other, streets 
lined with piles of trash, and lots of men, both young and 
not-so-young, standing in the doorways of their homes, 
gazing off into the distance, as if waiting for some sort of 
salvation.”

Actually we have seen this ourselves, as we were once 
invited to a refugee camp during the time we lived in Is-
rael. In the camp we saw clusters of young men, with 
hardened looks on their faces, talking in a huddle, as if 
planning the next football move. But we were the guests 
of a man who lived in the camp, and we knew that if any 
hostile action took place toward us, our host would de-
fend us with his life. At the same time he was not really a 
friend of Israel. Such is one of the contradictions of Arab 
society in Israel. 

The First Intifada, several years ago, started in the Balata 
refugee camp. That was actually a few days before the 
infamous incident at the Jabalya camp, in which four Pal-
estinians were killed in a traffic accident involving the IDF. 
At the start of the Second Intifada, the famous Aqsa Mar-
tyrs Brigade also was born at the Balata refugee camp. 
Its leader, Nasser Awis, was later arrested by the IDF.

Now, Issacharoff says, the camps are in the news again. 
Almost every arrest the IDF carries out in the camps turns 

violent and ends with casualties. Sometimes the arrests 
are actually carried out by Palestinian security forces, but 
in such times they are considered to be agents of Israel 
by the more radical elements in the camps. 

“In the heart of Balata,” Issacharoff writes, “sits the house 
of Hussam Khader, one of the heads of Fatah and its 
community-based Tanzim offshoot in the West Bank. At 
the outbreak of the Second Intifada, he was considered 
the political patron of Awis.”

Interestingly, Khader does not want a third Intifada. “I am 
opposed to a Third Intifada. I am for negotiations, even 
if nothing comes of it. Do you know why? Because in a 
struggle like this, you don’t just need a people willing to 
pay a dear price and to suffer casualties, you also need 
brave leadership. And today, we don’t have that leader-
ship. We have a corrupt and cowardly leadership. It cares 
more about its economic interests more than anything 
else, and these are tied to the Israeli occupation — to 
their VIP passes, to free movement, to everything.”

But the making of violence is there. And if the Palestinians 
don’t have good leadership, then neither is there anyone 
to lead a third intifada. So one can hope that such will not 
break out. But the signs are not good. Khader admits the 
potential is there: “There are tens of thousands of youth 
here who want an explosion. This generation is desper-
ate, frustrated, and wants an Intifada, even though there 
is no logic in this. They have no future. There is no work 
and even those who go to university and finish their stud-
ies have no opportunities for employment.”

Such is the anger, frustration, and hopelessness of a 
whole generation of Palestinians. Our hope and prayer is 
that, even as Israel lives and prospers, she will somehow 
figure out a way to help her Arab neighbors also live a 
happy, fruitful life. For only then can God’s people truly 
rest in peace. 

New Violence from Gaza
In an interview on Egyptian TV, aired on October 25, Ah-
mad Al-Tayeb, Sheikh of Al-Azhar University, On Tues-
day, December 24, an attack took place on the Gaza 
border in which an Israeli civilian was reportedly gunned 
down as part of a more sophisticated terror plot in which 
terrorists sought to target IDF forces with a bomb at the 
fence. The IDF shot dead two terrorists engaged in the 
attack, Israel’s Channel 10 News reported on Wednes-
day night.

On Wednesday the IDF deployed an Iron Dome missile 
interception battery to the area near the southern town 
of Sderot, amid heightened tensions between Israel and 
the Palestinians following Tuesday’s violence, the latest 
in a string of attacks against Israeli civilians, police of-
ficers and soldiers (The Times of Israel). 

Civilian Defense Ministry worker Saleh Abu Latif, 22, a 
Bedouin from Rahat, was killed by sniper fire from the 



Gaza Strip on Tuesday. His killing, as he worked to re-
pair storm damage to the border fence at Nahal Oz, was 
part of a combined plot, the TV report said, in which 
terrorists at the same time sought to place “a large ex-
plosive device” further along the fence, which was to 
be detonated close to an IDF patrol. Soldiers spotted 
the terrorists with the bomb, the report said, watched 
as they approached the fence with the device, backed 
away, and then headed back toward the fence. Troops 
then opened fire, killing two terrorists.

Rocket Fire-Again
New rocket fire from Israel broke out on Thursday, the 
day after Christmas. The Israel Air Force struck two 
targets in Gaza in response to rocket fire on southern 
Israel on Thursday. The targets struck were a weapons 
manufacturing site in central Gaza and a weapons stor-
age site in the North of the Strip. Two Palestinians were 
wounded by the air strikes, Palestinian news agency 
WAFA reported.

The rocket fire on southern Israel activated Code Red 
sirens in the Hof Ashkelon Regional Council for the sec-
ond time in 24 hours. The first incident was on Thursday 
shortly after midnight when two Gazan rockets were 
fired at the southern coastal area. All rockets in the past 
24 hours landed in open fields and there were no inju-
ries or damages. But Prime Minister Netanyahu vowed, 
“We will not accept a ‘drizzle’ of rockets from Gaza.” 
The Iron Dome system has been deployed in Ashdod, 
Beersheba, and Sderot. 

Was Jesus a “Palestinian  
Messenger”?
Recently in a speech Palestinian leader Mahmoud Ab-
bas said Jesus was “a Palestinian messenger who would 
become a guiding light for millions around the world.” In 
a Christmas greeting, he said Israel is responsible for 
Christian exile from the Holy Land, saying Bethlehem 
is “under occupation.” He overlooked the fact that the 
demise of Christianity in the Middle East may be laid 
almost completely at the doorstep of Islam. (For the re-
lationship between Christianity and Islam in the Middle 
East, one should read Bat Ye’or’s book, The Decline of 
Eastern Christianity under Islam.) 
Also ignoring the fact that Christianity has been all but 
wiped out in places like Iraq and Egypt, Abbas declared, 
“We celebrate Christmas in Bethlehem under occupa-
tion. This Christmas Eve, our hearts and prayers will be 
with the millions who are being denied their right to wor-
ship in their homeland.” He labeled the security block-
ade an “annexation Wall, which is stealing [Palestinian] 
land and dooming their future.”
One portion of his message was made to Palestinians 
and Christians living abroad: “To them we say that Beth-
lehem is their town and Palestine is their country. We 
will continue working tirelessly to give them the freedom 
to decide where to spend Christmas.”
“Christians are not a minority here: they are an integral 
part of the Palestinian people. Orthodox, Catholics, 
Armenians, Assyrians, Lutherans, Anglicans, Copts, 
Melkites, Protestants and others are all part of the rich 
mosaic of this sovereign, democratic and pluralistic Pal-
estine we aspire to have.”
Abbas forgot that the freedom of religion currently en-
joyed in Israel (including the territories) is solely due 
to the principles espoused by the Israeli government, 
and their commitment to guard the rights of all worship-
pers—of any faith—in the country. 
In response, Foreign Ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor 
told The Times of Israel on Monday that Abbas’statement 
is an “outrageous rewriting of Christian history.” Indeed, 
nothing short of a gross reinventing of history in the re-
gion. In the Tanach--the Old Testament--the prophet Mi-
cah recorded God’s message for generations to come: 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephratah, though you are small 
among the clans of JUDAH, out of you will come for 
me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins 
are from of old, from ancient times” (Micah 5:2).

Interview with Sheik of Al Azhar Ahmad Al Tayeb
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