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Oświęcim, July – August 2016

Thanksgiving and praise to the only God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob for the possibility of
organizing the next trip, which took place from
the 31st of May to the 18th of June, 2016. As
always, our purpose was to visit the places
where we support God’s chosen people. This
time we were also able, for the second time,
to take a group of 10 people to a sanatorium
in Nove Obichody.

We traveled first to Shepetivka where we
met with Roza and Zinov, who, in spite of the-
ir physical ailments, continue to faithfully se-
rve their people.

At the soup kitchen we shared the Word of
God about the eternal hope that we have in
the Messiah of Israel – Yeshua.
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Dear Brothers, dear Sisters,

tes. Together they have a retirement income
of 3200 UAH (about 128$). Because of their
difficult financial situation the help they rece-
ive through the daily lunches is very necessa-
ry. They have been together for 43 years. Pray
that they would give their hearts fully to Yeshua,
whom they have heard so much about.

The next person we visited was 68-year-
old Raya. Her income is 1100 UAH (about

The Lord will keep you from all harm – He will watch over your life;
the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore Ps. 121:7–8

Alexander & Ludmila

    Raya

                                         Soup kitchen in Shepetivka

We also visited a few of the people who
receive help from us.

First we visited 65-year-old Alexander and
his 67-year-old wife, Ludmila. Their only dau-
ghter and her family live in Moscow. They both
suffer from health problems because of diabe-
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44$), from that she has to pay 600 UAH to
rent her home. With such a meager income it
would be difficult for her to survive, for that
reason she is very thankful for the lunches, and
also medicine, that she receives. During the
winter we also help her pay her heating bills.
Pray with us for Raya, that she may be able to
continue to receive help, but, more importan-
tly, pray for her salvation.

Then we went to 70-year-old Maya, who
was very thankful for our visit. Her retirement
is 1270 UAH (about 50$). Maya worked for

lived in Ural and because of that survived. Her
son and his family live in Israel, where her
grandson served in the army. Recently Sonia
began to suffer pain in her knees. For this re-
ason we ask you to pray for her health and for
fullness of peace in Yeshua the Messiah.

Finally we visited 76-year-old Olga who
continues to grieve after the loss of her hus-
band. Her caretaker, Vala, visits her daily and

30 years as a nurse. She suffers from blood
pressure problems. Her brother and his wife
moved to Israel a year ago. Maya also receives
help through the lunches. During our visit we
were able to share with her the gospel of sa-
lvation in Yeshua the Messiah. Let’s pray for
Maya, that she would give her heart fully to
Yeshua.

In Shepetivka we also visited 79-year-old
Sonia. During the war Sonia and her parents

is a person who believes in God and is full of
His love. This is a great help and encourage-
ment for Olga. Pray that, through the testi-
mony of Vala, Olga would put her full trust in
Yeshua.

The next stop in our visit was Vinnytsia,
where we met with Sierioza and Marina and
also our fellow workers from the Shamash
Foundation.

In Vinnytsia we visited 83-year-old Zinov
and his 77-year-old wife, Raya. Both of them
came for a rest to Poland in 2005. They have
good memories of that experience. Raya suf-

Maya

Sonia

Olga

Raya & Zinov
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fers from pain in her joints and bile problems.
Zinov has had two heart attacks, suffers from
diabetes and prostate problems. During our
meeting with them we prayed for their health
and salvation. Let’s commit them to the Lord
in our prayers. “The prayer of a righteous per-
son is powerful and effective.” (Jms. 5:16)

     The next person we visited was 74-year-
old Anna, whose husband died 12 years ago.

her husband, Sierioza, her 19-year-old daugh-
ter and 8-year-old son, they live in one small
room. In such conditions there are often una-
voidable conflicts and stress. Rima is 42 years
old and had a heart attack a year ago. Her hus-

Both she and her husband worked as geologi-
sts. Anna’s son lives in Vinnytsia and her dau-
ghter in Kiev. Anna’s retirement is 1300 UAH
(about 52$). At the end of our visit we prayed
for Anna and for her salvation. Pray that this
would become a reality in her life.

We visited Ludmila and her family for the
first time. Ludmila lives with her husband and

two daughters in a three room flat. One of
her daughters, Rima, is married. Together with

Anna

Ludmila

Sierioza, Artiom & Rima

band had an operation for stomach cancer four
years ago. Sierioza works long days and Rima
sews and bakes cakes. Unfortunately they can’t
afford to live on their own. Rima believes in
Yeshua, but needs to renew her relationship
with her Savior so that she might walk closely
with Him. Because of their difficult situation
she has grown weak, spiritually. We decided
to help Rima and her family by partly paying
the rent of a two room flat. When we offered
to do this they couldn’t believe it and were
filled with joy at the hope of a change in their
difficult situation. During our visit we were able
to find a suitable two room flat in which they
will be able to live, beginning in July. Let’s pray
that this unexpected change for Rima, her hus-
band and their children would lead to their
salvation and an improvement in their physical
health. Please pray, too, for financial provision
so that we can regularly help this family. “The
King will reply, Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Mt. 25:40)

Next we visited one of the soup kitchens
where we were able to share the gospel. Nuna
leads the soup kitchen and we are very thank-
ful for her work. Everyone enjoys visiting the-
re because the meals are delicious.

The next person we went to was 71-year-
old Boris. His wife, 62-year-old Nina, was at
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work at that time. Boris suffers from cardiac
arrhythmia. He had a heart operation and had
two stents put in. His operation cost 50,000
UAH (about 2,000$). Boris only receives 1200
UAH (about 48$) retirement. They have one
son who helps them with payment for the
operation. In such a situation people often take
credit from a bank which is later very difficult
for them to pay back. Boris regularly attends
the Shabbat meetings. Let’s commit Boris and
his family to God in prayer.

We were able to meet for the first time with
77-year-old Israel. For the last 10 years he has
lived in Israel but decided to return to Vinnyti-
sa. During his life he has experienced much

ther. During the war he was evacuated, toge-
ther with his family. During our visit we were
able to give testimony to the salvation that is
in the Messiah Yeshua. Pray for Israel’s salva-
tion so that he and his nation could experien-
ce God’s love. “When Israel was a child, I lo-
ved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.”
(Hos. 11:1)

We visited 86-year-old Grigori and 80-year-
old Lydia again. We saw how their physical

Israel

pain and anti-Semitism because of his name.
His mother gave him that name because she
wanted him to have the same name as her bro-

Grigori & Lydia

health continues to deteriorate. We rejoice,
however, that Grigori remembers what we
prayed together during our last visit in April.
Again he gave confession of his Messiah,
Yeshua.

During this visit we saw, once again, how
important it is to visit these people. We pray
that this ministry could continue and develop.

We also met with 89-year-old Grigori, with
whom we have friendly contact. Grigori often

Grigori

Boris
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calls us in Poland through the internet. Please
pray for his health and, above all, for his salva-
tion. “Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire
and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they
may be saved.” (Rm. 10:1)

Next we were with 78-year-old Yevgenia.
When we arrived she was connected to an I.V.
Her husband died 2 years ago. Yevgenia’s son

her to walk. During our visit we became awa-
re of how much Ludmila needs help. Through
the medical project Ludmila will be able to
receive medicine. For people like Ludmila a
home for older people is needed where they
could live in peace and receive the daily help
they need in their difficult situation. Pray that
we would be able to help Ludmila and other
people that the Lord brings us into contact
with. “Blessed are the merciful, for they will
be shown mercy.” (Mt. 5:7)

We also met with Raya and Boris. Raya con-
tinues to remember her mom, Klara, whom
God called to Himself in December of last year.
Raya has many health problems that she con-
tinually has to deal with. The next operation is
ahead of her. Both of them take part in the
Shabbat meetings. Pray for their health and that
they would find peace in the Messiah Yeshua.

That same day we took part in a Shabbat
meeting where we could speak from God’s
Word on the subject of prayer and faith. We
are glad that these Shabbat meetings take pla-lives in Vinnytsia. Her grandson moved to Isra-

el. Let’s bring Yevgenia to God in prayer and
ask for her salvation and health.

Our visit to 82-year-old Ludmila showed us
how difficult old age is, especially when you
are alone and in poor health. Ludmila and her

Yevgenia

Ludmila

Shabbat meeting

ce and that the nation of Israel can hear the
gospel. “For I am not ashamed of the gospel
because it is the power of God that brings sa-
lvation to everyone who believes; first the Jew,
then the Gentile.” (Rm. 1:16)

84-year-old Ilena from Belarus also took
part in the Shabbat meeting. After the death
of her husband she came to Vinnytsia to visit
her daughter. Ilena believes in Yeshua as her
Messiah and Savior.

The next day we traveled to Zmirinka whe-
re we were able to visit Ema and her husband,
Valery, again. During our conversation Ema
asked; „Why does everyone hate us Jews?” We

family were in Kazakhstan during the war. She
worked as a teacher in a music school. She
suffers from rheumatism, cardiac arrhythmia
and pain in her legs which makes it difficult for
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were able to tell her that in Poland there are
people who love them, pray for them and want
to help them. Please continue to pray that Va-
lery would be freed from alcohol addiction and
for an improvement in Ema’s health and for
their salvation.

Next we visited 63-year-old Svieta who had
two operations for cancer in 2010 and 2012.
She also went through chemotherapy treat-

Ema & Valery

Svieta

months ago, lived in the ghetto in Zmirinka.
They lived together for 56 years. Sonia’s me-
ager retirement is 1132 UAH (about 45$). Her
son lives in Russia. Pray that Sonia, in her lone-
liness, could experience peace and salvation
in the Messiah Yeshua. “Praise be to the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fa-
ther of compassion and the God of all com-
fort, who comforts us in all our troubles…”
(2 Cor.1:3,4a)

The next day we went to Mohyliv Podilskyi
where we met in the synagogue with 43-year-
old Ela who was chosen to be the leader of

Ela

Sonia

ment. Svieta had to take out credit from the
bank to pay for her operations. Her husband
died 8 years ago. Svieta’s son and his wife
moved to Israel but their son (Svieta’s grand-
son) returned, he lives with her and studies.
Her retirement is 1200 UAH (about 48$). Svie-
ta spends 500 UAH each month on medicine.
At the end of our visit we shared our testimo-
nies with her and prayed for her salvation. We
commit Svieta to God, that she might find sa-
lvation and peace in Him. “Truly my soul finds
rest in God, my salvation comes from Him.”
(Ps. 62:1)

Afterwards we went to 83-year-old Sonia.
During the war Sonia’s husband, who died 5

the Jewish community after the death of Le-
onid. During our meeting Ela told us that, de-
spite her many responsibilities, she wants to
help people like Leonid did. We rejoice that
we’ll be able to continue to work together with
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Ela and maintain our friendly relationship with
the whole Jewish community.

Next we visited 67-year-old Tania. She wor-
ked as a nurse for 40 years and her retirement

Tamara

We also visited 82-year-old Anna who is
a retired teacher. During the war she lived with

her parents in Kazakhstan. Anna has a son and
a daughter who live with their families in Mo-
hyliv Podilskyi. Anna’s husband is no longer ali-
ve. Her retirement is 1317 UAH (about 53$).
Anna has high blood pressure problems and
isn’t able to walk because she suffers from diz-
ziness and too much pressure in her eyes. Anna
receives help in the form of medicine under
the medical project that we carry out through
the Shamash Foundation in Vinnytsia. Pray for
Anna, that she would experience the grace of
God’s salvation in the Messiah Yeshua.

During our visit to Ukraine, from the 6th
to the 16th of June, we organized a trip for 10
people to a sanatorium. Such a trip took place
for the first time last year. The goal of these
trips is for sick people to receive help. The

Anna

is just 1200 UAH (48$). Faina’s husband died
7 years ago. Her son lives in Israel. Faina has
heart problems and diabetes. She receives help
in the form of medicine through the medical
project which we carry out through the Sha-
mash Foundation in Vinnitsa. Please pray for
salvation and health for Faina.

We were able to visit 88-year-old Lydia aga-
in. Her retirement is 1200 UAH (48$). She
receives lunches at the soup kitchen which we
have led in the synagogue for years. After she
broke her hip bone Lydia is only able to move
about within her flat but, in spite of everything,
is continually very optimistic. Pray for Lydia’s
salvation and for an improvement in her he-
alth.

We also wanted to visit Tamara, Leonid’s
widow. When we met with her we could see
sadness in her face because of the loss of her
husband. At the end of our visit we prayed
with Tamara, asking God to encourage her
heart. Let’s commit Tamara to God in our pray-
ers, asking Him to encourage her and to save
her.

                                                                        Tania
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most important goal, however, is that we wo-
uld be able to build good relationships with
the participants and share the gospel with them
through the daily meditation of God’s Word.
Our desire is that such trips could be organi-
zed for groups of 10 to 14 people twice a year.
The next such trip is planned for the end of
August, beginning of September. The sanato-
rium is in Nove Obichody, and is called “Our

They have 2 daughters. One of them lives with
her family in Germany and the other in Vin-
nytsia. Boris takes part in the Shabbat meetings
but it is difficult for him to believe in the Mes-
siah Yeshua. He said himself that there is only
one God in Judaism. Pray for this married co-
uple, that they together would fully give their
hearts to the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua.

We also went to the soup kitchen that Nina
leads and shared with them there the hope of
Israel in the Messiah Yeshua. Two people, who
had been with us in the sanatorium, desired to

                                         Soup kitchen in Vinnytsia

                                            Arrival to the sanatorium

Home”. It is 75 kilometers from Vinnytsia. The-
re is a forest around the building and the Bug
River flows not far away. Different types of
health treatments take place there. It’s worth
mentioning that this sanatorium is run by Chri-
stians who treat each patient with love. Please
pray for this project of trips to the sanatorium
which is carried out through the medical pro-
ject, that we might be able to help and declare
the good news of the gospel to the nation of
Israel. “How beautiful on the mountains are
the feet of those who bring good news, who
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who
proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, Your God
reigns!” (Is. 52:7)

Putting together this letter in Oświęcim
I thought; “as Jews were once brought here
to their death in an extermination camp and
place of mass executions, today we can show
this nation love and encouragement through
the help projects and also organize trips for
rest and rehabilitation to a sanatorium at which
time they can hear of the salvation available in
their Messiah Yeshua and prepare them for
eternal life.” Praise the Almighty God for cal-
ling us together to this ministry of His mercy.

After the project in the sanatorium we visi-
ted 64-year-old Boris and his 61-year-old wife,
Frania. Boris retirement is 1300 UAH (about
52$) and his wife’s 1170 UAH (about 47$).

Frania & Boris

begin to take advantage of the soup kitchen
and, from July, will be able to come for lun-
ches.

We believe that this next visit was a good
opportunity to sow for the Kingdom of God.
We want to pass on to all of you warm gre-
etings from those whom you pray for and show
love through your practical help.

Shalom from Oświęcim


