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Oświęcim, July 2015

We are thankful to the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob for the next visit we were able
to make in June.

Our visit began with a stop in Shepetivka
where we met with our beloved ones at the
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Dear Brothers and Dear Sisters,

The next person we visited was 77-year-
old Vita. Vita was born in Harkov where her
father worked as the head engineer of the air-
plane factories until the outbreak of WWII.

Soup kitchen in Shepetivka

soup kitchen. We were able to share the Word
of God with them.

We also visited a few people in their homes
in Shepetivka.

The first was 67-year-old Raja who, in spite of
sharp pains in her spine and difficulty in walking,
daily comes to the soup kitchen for the lunches.

When the war started the whole family was
evacuated to Moscow. After the war was over
they all returned to nearby Izjaslav and later
to Shepetivka. Unfortunately Vita has lived alo-
ne for many years. We are glad that, in her
difficult situation, she is able to take advantage
of the soup kitchen meals. Please pray for Vita,
especially at the present time, because she has
many spiritual problems brought on by the
negative behavior of her daughter. Pray for her
salvation and for God’s protection over her
life.

We also visited a married couple, 72-year-

Raja

Vita
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old Olga and Misha, who had his 60th birthday
on the day of our visit. Unfortunately both Olga

Giena and his family, that they might come to
know their Lord and Savior.

The next day in Shepetivka we visited 73-
year-old Nella. Thank the Lord that after so
many heart problems she now feels well. Our
prayer is that the Lord in His grace would to-
uch Nella’s life and that she would come to
know His goodness and love through the Sa-
vior Yeshua.

and Misha are in bad health, especially Misha
who has suffered from throat cancer for 3
years. Despite chemotherapy treatments it is
very difficult to heal his condition. Misha spent
his birthday in bed, in tears because of his dif-
ficult situation. Please pray for God’s grace and
help for Olga and Misha in their very difficult
experiences. They need spiritual support very
much. In their loneliness they can count on the
support of Zinov and Roza and especially on
their neighbors who are members of the local
Christian fellowship. Pray that in their difficul-
ties they would put their full trust in the Lord
and Savior Yeshua and that He would become
their personal Savior.

We also visited 53-year-old Giena who li-
ves together with his son and daughter-in-law
in the nearby village of Sudilkov. Giena is han-
dicapped from birth because of cerebral palsy.
In the home they live in there is neither run-
ning water or a toilet. They didn’t have a refri-
gerator either although they need one, espe-
cially in the summer, to keep food for their
small child. Seeing their situation we decided
to buy them a refrigerator for which they were
very grateful. We are also grateful to God that,
because of His grace and mercy, we are able
to help people in such practical ways. Pray for

Olga

Giena

Nella
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We also visited a married couple in Shepe-
tivka – 67-year-old Luda and 77-year-old Le-
onid. Several years ago Leonid’s right leg was
amputated because of poor blood circulation
and diabetes. With their meager income (to-
gether they receive 2250 UAH – c. 109 C) they
continually struggle financially to pay for Le-
onid’s health treatment. He has to continually
take medicine to stimulate his blood circula-
tion and maintain the right level of blood su-

Leonid & Luda

gar. Both Luda and Leonid are very thankful
that they are able to receive help through the
daily meals at the soup kitchen. This is a huge
help for them in their difficult situation. Please
pray for this couple that Leonid, through the
example of his believing wife, might trust the
Lord and give his life to Yeshua the Savior.

With gratitude in our hearts we also ask you
to pray for Roza and Zinov, that they might
have the strength they need for this difficult
ministry both physically and spiritually. Pray
especially for Roza’s health who lately suffers
from blood pressure problems.

We spent our time in Vinnitsa, in addition
to visiting the soup kitchens, mainly visiting the
many people who receive practical help thro-
ugh the medical project or through meals at
the soup kitchens.

The first people we visited were a married
couple – 78-year-old Vladimir and 68-year-old
Maja. Vladimir lived through the years of the
war and the Holocaust. He still remembers the
terrible events of that time, especially when
the members of his family were murdered.
Those terrible times have left their mark on
him. Because of all he went through he has
questions and doubts about the power of God.
During our conversation together Vladimir

Vladimir & Maja with their daughter Svieta

found the answers to many questions that have
troubled him almost all of his life. Despite all
that he suffered and experienced he is very
open to Yeshua the Messiah. Ask the Lord that
he might have faith to make the most impor-
tant decision in his life of receiving Yeshua as
his personal Savior.

Vladimir and Maja also have a 47-year-old
daughter, Svieta who lives, together with her
husband and children, next door. Svieta began
to have serious health problems 25 years ago
and this is still a heavy burden to her. Every-
thing began from a visit to the dentist to have
a tooth removed. During this routine opera-
tion a virus infection entered Svieta’s blood
system. This infection spread to her whole
body and brought serious damage to parts of
her brain. Because of this Svieta often suffers
from severe headaches. It is difficult to find any
medicine that will bring her relief. For this re-
ason Svieta isn’t able to work normally. Please
pray for Svieta. Until now no one has been
able to give her a correct diagnosis. Ask the
Lord, the perfect doctor, spiritually and physi-
cally, to have mercy in this situation and give
relief to Svieta in her suffering. Pray that the
whole family would receive the grace of salva-
tion in the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua. “The Lord
is near to all who call on Him, to all who call
on Him in truth.” (Ps.145:18)

The next person we visited was 75-year-
old Dmitrij who lives with his wife, Alona. Re-
cently Dmitrij fell and at the same time broke
his hip bone and collarbone. He is almost im-
mobile and suffers a great deal from these in-
juries. We ask you to pray for Dmitrij, that both
of these breaks would heal well and that he
would soon be able to function normally. Dmi-
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trij was in Poland twice for a vacation. During
these visits he heard much from the Word of
God about salvation in Yeshua. He also expe-
rienced much support and love shown in
a practical way. Pray that now, when Dmitrij is
bedridden that the Lord through the Holy
Spirit will remind him of the Word of God
that he has heard and will encourage him to
read the Bible that we gave him. More than
anything pray that in this situation he will
open his heart and receive Yeshua as his per-
sonal Savior.

We also visited 88-year-old Grigorij whom
we have often written about in our previous
Information and Prayer Letters. Grigorij with

Dmitrij

his God given wisdom and humor talked abo-
ut his past life and about the present situation
in Ukraine.

The next day of our stay in Vinnitsa we visi-
ted 77-year-old Nella. Nella suffers greatly
because of cancer and kidney failure. She lived

Grigorij

Nella

through the war by being evacuated, together
with her mother and siblings, to Uzbekistan.
Her father volunteered to fight at the front
where he was killed during an intense battle
with the enemy. After the war Nella settled in
Vinnitsa where she was married and gave birth
to a son and two daughters. Nella’s husband
worked throughout his life as an atomic physi-
cist. He also took part in the removal of debris
after the catastrophe in Chernobyl. Unfortu-
nately this caused various forms of sickness
which are a serious problem for him up to the
present time. Nella’s son also has serious pro-
blems with his vision because of disconnected
retinas in both eyes. Nella claims that the re-
ason for her son’s health problems is that he
was cursed by a woman who was terribly je-
alous of her husband. Nella is a believer and
has received the Lord Jesus as her personal
Savior. As we talked we discovered that Nella
has a problem with not being able to forgive.
This has caused serious problems in her heart
and mind. We agreed together to pray. As Nella
prayed she forgave this person for the harm
they had done to her. We claimed freedom
from every curse in her life and entrusted her
into the hands of our Savior and Doctor,
Yeshua. Please pray for Nella that the Lord
would touch her life and would heal her, ac-
cording to His will. “Blessed are those whose
help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
Lord their God.” (Ps. 146:5)
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It’s our joy that many of the people we help,
including Nella, are in touch with the volunte-
ers from the Shamash foundation. They not
only bring them practical help, encouragement
and support, but above all, as people of faith,
they do everything they can that each of them
might be saved. Please pray for these volunte-
ers as well, that they might be faithful and not
grow weary in this ministry of mercy that the
Lord has called them to.

Also that day we were able to visit 85-year-
old Fima, who was hit by a speeding cyclist. As
a result of this unfortunate accident his hip

spital and now Polina has to pay for this life
giving medicine herself. The cost of this medi-
cine is beyond reach of the average Ukrainian
citizen. One bottle of medicine (50 milligram)
costs 38,000 UAH which equals the huge sum
of almost $2,000! In Poland this medicine co-
sts more than 7,000 zloty (c. 1,691C). Thanks

bone was broken. He is bedridden and suffers
a great deal for this reason. We want to en-
trust Fima in this situation to the Lord in pray-
er. Please pray that the Lord would give Fima
strength to deal with the complicated situation
in his family. May the Lord in His grace and
mercy touch Fima’s heart and life so that he
might come to know Him as his personal Sa-
vior and doctor.

One of the most moving meetings that we
had during our visit was with 51-year-old Poli-
na. Some time ago, during a routine exam, it
was discovered that Polina has cancer. The
cancer has developed very quickly. Polina has
already been through 5 chemotherapy treat-
ments. Her son, who left 10 months ago to
study in Israel, knows nothing about the state
of health of his mother. Polina struggles to
know what she should do in this situation. As
we talked, Polina told us that there is a very
effective medicine that she received 3 times
during her stay in the hospital. She should take
this medicine every 2 months. Unfortunately
the financial resources have run out at the ho-

Fima

to God’s grace and help, while we were still in
Ukraine, we were able to give Polina funds for
the purchase of one portion of this medicine.
This will suffice for only 2 months. What hap-
pens after that? We know that this situation is
impossible for us to overcome, financially and
healthwise, but at the same time we know that
for our almighty God nothing is impossible.
With faith and trust we want to look to Him in
this, humanly speaking, hopeless situation, that
in His unlimited mercy and grace He would
give the solution. “Ah, Sovereign Lord, you
have made the heavens and the earth by your
great power and outstretched arm. Nothing
is too hard for you.” (Jer. 32:17) For this re-
ason we ask you to pray for the finances ne-
eded to buy this medicine. During our second
visit with Polina we encouraged her to read
the 53rd chapter of Isaiah. Pray to the Lord that
He would speak, through His Spirit, to Poli-
na’s heart, so that in this very difficult expe-
rience she might put all her trust and hope in
the Savior of Israel, Yeshua. Only He can give
the best solution in this situation.

We also visited 90-year-old Klara and her
68-year-old daughter, Raja. Both Klara and Raja
have spent time in the hospital recently. Klara
has had heart problems and Raja is suffering
from the effects of an operation she had that

Polina
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was poorly done. Raja will have to be opera-
ted on again in the future to correct the ef-
fects of the improperly done earlier operation.
Please pray that Klara and Raja would once

ving there. Full of fear, Cyla had no idea what
had happened to her loved ones or where to
find them. As she walked aimlessly in the area
of her home she met her former Polish nanny,
Katia. When Cyla was still a child Katia took
her to church and spoke to her about Jesus
and God. This time her nanny invited her to
her humble home and told her the terrible sto-
ry of what had happened to Cyla’s family. Shoc-
ked and heartbroken, Cyla could hardly belie-
ve that German soldiers came, surrounded the
house and led out the whole family and shot
them.

After the war Cyla lived, convinced that she
was the only one of her large family to have
survived. One day she was working in her gar-
den when she noticed a tall, handsome man
holding a small child standing at her gate. Cyla
wondered what this stranger was doing in front
of her home. She stood still until she heard;
“Sister, open the gate, it’s me, your brother,
Jasha!” Hardly able to speak Cyla invited her
brother into her house and then heard the mis-
sing, but so very important, details of the tra-

Raja & Klara

again hang on to the saving work of the Mes-
siah of Israel, Yeshua.

It was a unique experience to visit with
93-year-old Cyla who takes care of her son,
69-year-old Fima. Together with his wife and
children he lives next door to his mother. We
were deeply touched as Cyla told us about her
experiences during the war and the Holocaust.
Cyla was the only one of her whole family to
be evacuated to the Army Academy in Mo-
scow. In the worst of times, when the Ger-
mans occupied Vinnitsa, it was impossible for
Cyla to be in touch with her family. Right after
the war she was able to return to her home
city – Vinnitsa. When she returned to her home
she didn’t find any of her family there, people
who were complete strangers to her were li-

Cyla

A post-war picture
 of Cyla and her

saved brother Jasha

gic story of her family that no one had ever
told her before. When the German soldiers
had surrounded her home Cyla’s brother, Ja-
sha, in God’s providence, was on the other
side of the street. In all the noise, dogs barking
and confusion, no one paid any attention to
him. One woman, the owner of a hairdres-
ser’s shop, who knew the family very well,
pulled Jasha inside, gave him her own son’s do-
cuments and said; “Escape quickly to the villa-



– 7 –

ge that I come from and where my family li-
ves. You can hide there! Remember that from
now on your last name is Soloviov.” In this way,
under a false name, Jasha was able to live thro-
ugh the war. Later he married the daughter of
his rescuer and they had three children toge-
ther. Overjoyed and amazed, Cyla could har-
dly believe that someone from her immediate
family had survived. Later, in light of the Soviet
anti-Semitism, Jasha and his family had emigra-
ted to the USA. Cyla had stayed in Vinnitsa
however, got married and had two sons.

We are grateful to God that Cyla is a belie-
ver and knows the Messiah Yeshua as her own
personal Savior. When Cyla prayed for us and
blessed us in Yiddish we could see what a deep
and intimate relationship she has with her be-
loved Savior Yeshua. (You can watch her pray-
er on our internet page – www.shalomoswie-
cim.pl under the heading – “Multimedia”). Full
of joy, encouragement and thanksgiving we said
good bye to Cyla and Fima, committing them
to the care of the almighty God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob. “Even when I am old and gray,
do not forsake me, my God, till I declare your
power to the next generation, your mighty acts
to all who are to come.” (Ps. 71:18)

Our next visit was to 77-year-old Jewgie-
nia. Jewgienia lives alone since the death of her
husband, who died four months ago. With te-
ars she told us about her memories of the war
and the Holocaust, which have left her such
traumatic memories that Jewgienia couldn’t

she finished her studies, she worked as a geo-
graphy teacher all her professional life. She now
is classified as a number one invalid because of
her poor health. Jewgienia also receives help
through the medical project and through her
contact with volunteers of the Shamash foun-
dation she has heard much about the Savior
Yeshua. We ask you to intercede in prayer for
Jewgienia that she, in her loneliness, might
come to know the Lord Jesus as her Savior
and doctor.

We also visited 75-year-old Anna, who is
a believer in the Messiah of Israel. Anna also is

Jewgienia

Anna

helped through the meals at the soup kitchen
in Vinnitsa. Lately Anna has been sick with
a serious virus which infects her ligaments and
skin. With God’s help her treatment is going
well. We ask you to pray for Anna, that she
might fully recover healthwise and be able to
function normally. “I lift my eyes to the moun-
tains – where does my help come from? My
help comes from the Lord, the Maker of he-
aven and earth.” (Ps. 121:1,2).

We spent Sunday morning at the service of
the Baptist church in Niemirov where we sha-

talk to us very long about it. In a miraculous
way she lived through those terrible times and
after the war settled in Vinnitsa where, after In the Baptist church in Niemirov
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red from God’s Word on the subject of Israel
and the sin of the pouring out of innocent blo-
od.

While we were in Niemirov we also visited
a few people who receive the food packages.

The first person was 79-year-old Mara.
Mara worked for 42 years as a pediatric do-
ctor. She has serious health problems now with

her blood pressure and heart. During the war
Mara and her family had the good fortune of
being evacuated to Central Asia in the city of
Mihnatabad. It wasn’t an easy time for them.
Many of those who had been evacuated died
because of various virus infections and mala-
ria, due to the lack of food and sanitary condi-
tions and the warm, humid climate. In spite of
everything Mara and her family lived through
that difficult and dangerous time thanks to the
grace and mercy of God. At the present, in
her own words, Mara is thankful for every new
day she experiences. Please pray for Mara’a
salvation. Pray that before her life on this earth
is finished she would come to know the Mes-
siah and Savior Yeshua who will give her eter-
nal life. “For God so loved the world that He
gave his one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him shall not perish but have eternal
life.” (Jn. 3:16)

Another person we visited was 81-year-old
Sofia who also was evacuated during the war.
Unfortunately not all of her family lived thro-
ugh the Holocaust. Many of them were mur-
dered here in Niemirov. Sofia told us about
her life and about how life was before the war

when most of the population of Niemirov were
Jews. Sofia sadly told us of the growing anti-
Semitism which she even experiences from her
neighbors. Even now, in the twenty first cen-
tury, people still believe old rumors that Jews
use the blood of Christian children to produce
matza. When Sofia hears her neighbors say
such things it causes her even grater sadness
and makes her feel, as a Jew, even more alone
and misunderstood.

We were therefore even more grateful for
pastor Igor from the local Baptist church who
for many years has had a very friendly rela-
tionship with the Jewish community in Niemi-
rov. We believe that this is a living testimony
of practical blessing for this small group of
God’s chosen people. “I will bless those who
bless you…” (Gen. 12:3a) We believe that he
and the whole congregation will experience
the blessing of Abraham.

We also visited 80-year-old Musia who co-
ordinates the distribution of food packages for
needy Jews in Niemirov. Musia greeted us joy-
fully into her home. She is grateful to you for
your prayers and practical help which help
make it possible for the Niemirov Jews to make
it through these present difficult times.

Mara

Sofia
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When we were in Niemirov again during
our visit pastor Igor took us to two very im-
portant places, especially important for the
Jews in the city. The first place was the new
Jewish cemetery. Within this cemetery is
a mass grave for Jews. German and Ukrainian

Musia

The mass grave of the murdered Jews

The mass grave of the murdered Jewish children

The new Jewish cemetery,
in the foreground the mass grave of Jews

Also in this cemetery, not far away, is ano-
ther tragic place where more than 1,000 in-
nocent children, in different ages, were bru-
tally murdered or even buried alive.

To our amazement, in this place meant to
be a memorial of thousands of innocent Jews
who were killed, cows were allowed to gra-
ze.

police rounded up Jews from Niemirov and
the surrounding areas and brutally murdered
them here.

Cows grazing at the old Jewish cemetery

We were even more amazed when Pastor
Igor showed us where people had recently
been digging among the graves. Some people
had dug here hoping to find something of va-
lue buried along with the innocent people who
were killed. What has mankind learned thro-
ugh the more than 70 years since the Holo-
caust?

Another important place we visited along
with Pastor Igor was the old Jewish cemetery
that was established at the beginning of the
16th century. In this cemetery is a very special
grave marker, the symbol of more than 4,500
innocent Jews who were murdered during the
Bohdan Khmelnitsky uprising in the second half
of the seventeenth century. We also saw cows
grazing here that were tied to old, neglected
gravestones (macewas). This was frightening
to see, showing complete lack of respect for
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the burial place of Jews, especially here where
thousands of innocent human beings were so
brutally murdered.

At the end of our letter we would like to
tell you about a very interesting initiative that
we were able to accomplish during our last
visit to Ukraine. Some time ago we made good
contact with a sanatorium in a small village –
Nove Obichody (70 kilometers from Vinnit-
sa). What’s especially unusual is that the owner,
the medical personnel and everyone who se-
rves there are believers. The overall conditions
are also very good. Since many of the people
that we help are already older or sick it is im-
possible for them to travel very far. This place,
for these reasons, seemed ideal to us. With
the Lord’s help we organized a group of 10
people who were able to travel to this sanato-

rium. In this group were people suffering from
cancer and bone diseases. When we visited
these beloved people who were there for tre-
atment we heard them give testimony of how
well they were treated and how much they
enjoyed this place. What made the biggest
impression on them was how well the doctors
and nurses treated them, full of love and re-
spect and the desire to serve others. During
their stay they had a daily time to read the Bi-
ble. During these times of hearing God’s Word
they were able to get to know the Messiah
Yeshua better together. We believe and are
praying that those who we sent to this sanato-
rium were able, not only to heal their bodies,
but also to get to know the One who is able to
heal their souls and give them eternal life. We
pray that we may be able to organize more
groups like this in the future for those who
have special health problems.

We want to thank the God of Abraham, Isa-
ac and Jacob that in spite of the difficult and
uncertain times that these beloved people we
help in Ukraine are living in that the Lord in
His grace and goodness would enable us to
continue and increase the help that is now,
more than ever, so needed.

From the depths of our hearts we are so
grateful for your prayers and practical support
in this ministry. We believe, that with God’s
help and your working together with us we
will continue to be able to carry out this mini-
stry of mercy for the praise of His Kingdom
and the encouragement of His chosen people.
“And my God will meet all your needs accor-
ding to the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.”
(Phil. 4:19)

Shalom from Oświęcim
Our group in sanatorium

The mass grave of the Jews
murdered during the
Bohdan Khmelnitsky uprising


