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On Thursday afternoon (May 5, 2016) a group of more than 10,000 Jews from
42 countries of the world and 1500 Poles, at the sound of a shofar, passed through the
gate with the words written above “Arbeit macht frei” (“Work makes you free”), the
main entrance to the former German death camp Auschwitz I. Together with the tho-
usands of other participants was Edward Mosberg, who was rescued from death at the
camp and carried with him his Torah. The Israeli Minister of Justice, Ayaled Shaked also
marched with the others as well as the former leading Rabbi of Israel, Meir Lau. Many of
the participants carried the flags of their countries, mostly from Israel and Poland.

As the Shalom Ministry Association in Oświęcim we are overflowing with thanksgiving
to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob for the opportunity again to take part in the
March of the Living. By the grace of God, as a group of 80 people, the “Polish Friends of
Israel” we were able to take part, for the twenty fourth time, in this unique event, to
bless and comfort the nation of Israel, fulfilling at the same time God’s calling which we
have from the Lord for this ministry.

We walked hand in hand with those who lived through the Holocaust and their de-
scendants. As we walked we carried a huge banner on which was written the Aaronic
blessing from Numbers 6:23–27; “This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them;
«The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.» So they will put my name on the
Israelites, and I will bless them.” We gave out the words of this blessing, both in Hebrew and
in English, printed on badges, to 2,000 Jewish participants in the March of the Living.

When as a group “Polish Friends of Israel” we started to take part in the March of the
Living, we clearly understood God saying to us to bless the nation of Israel with these
words in this particular place. Through this blessing God Himself gave us a promise that,
if we will call on His name for Israel, that He will bless them. For this reason our desire
and motivation is to bless and comfort this nation, identify and stand with them, not only
in their suffering in the past, but also in the suffering that they experience as a country
and nation at the present time. We can see clearly that the same spirit of hatred, anti-
Semitism and death seeks to destroy that nation in the land, which the Lord Himself gave
to them by a covenant, He who is the Creator and Father of Israel. Our prayer now and
during the march is and was that God Himself would bring the words of this blessing alive
in their hearts.

As we passed through the gates of the former German death camp KL Auschwitz II-
Birkenau, it was very moving to us to hear the names of some of the children who were
murdered here during the Holocaust. In all, one and a half million of them.

During the main ceremony at the memorial of the Holocaust victims, between ruins
of the two biggest gas chambers, six symbolic candles burned in memory of the six
million Jews who were murdered during the Holocaust.

As the candles were burning Edward Mosberg spoke in a very moving way in the
name of those who lived through the destruction. He had traveled here to march, toge-
ther with his granddaughter. She was wearing her grandmother’s (Mosberg’s wife) clo-
thing from the camp. He himself was wearing his prison clothing with the camp number
– 85454. During his very emotional speech he expressed thanks to those who took part
in the march because, as he said, one day there will be no more living witnesses and then
the responsibility of giving testimony of history will rest on the next generation.
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In the name of those who, at the risk of their own lives, rescued Jews during the
Holocaust, the leader of the Greek Orthodox Church, Hieronim II, lit a candle.

The prime minister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, shared some interesting thoughts
in a television broadcast. One of the things he said is that the March of the Living symbo-
lizes the renewal of the Jewish nation but more than anything the march shows Israel’s
responsibility to defend itself from those who today, in the same spirit of Nazism, seek to
destroy this nation and people.

Rabbi Meir Lau was saved, as a child, from destruction. Most of his family lost their
lives to that hellish machine of murder driven by Nazi Germany. In his speech he remem-
bered his childhood when, in desperation, he asked; “Why? Why has all of this come
upon us Jews?” Rabbi Lau quoted a passage from Isaiah 60:8; “Who are these that fly
along like clouds, like doves to their nests?” Answering that question he said that they are
Jews from all over the world traveling to their country, their promised land. They are like
clouds driven by winds and storms but are also like doves who purposely and with lon-
ging return to their nests. He himself was “driven” to the land of Israel like a cloud driven
by the terrible storm of the Holocaust, but many came there like doves returning to their
own nests.

The speech of the Israeli minister of justice, Ayelet Shaked, was full of questions which
were very difficult to answer. The minister asked why any of the anti-Hitler coalition
didn’t stop the process of human genocide in Auschwitz and other camps; why the Bri-
tish, both during the Holocaust and after it made it so difficult for the Jews to emigrate to
their land. “Before the representatives of the nations wanted to send us to Palestine, and
now they want to expel us from our own land”, said the minister. It was significant that,
at the place of such terrible murder, she quoted, in Hebrew, a text from the book of
Ezekiel speaking about the resurrection of dry bones.

The march this year took place on the 80th anniversary of the declaration of the sha-
meful Nuremberg laws which became the fundamental law for the politics of anti-Semi-
tism in Germany. It has also been 70 years this year since the famous Nuremberg trials,
when the main criminals of Hitler were tried by an international court of justice.

The director of the March of the Living, Dr. Shmuel Rosenman, reminded us that the
first March of the Living took place in 1988 and about 700 people took part then. From
that time more than 220,000 people, mostly young people from around the world, have
taken part.

During the ceremonies a song was played, authored by Hana Senesh, a Hungarian
Jew, who, although she lived in Israel, volunteered to fight against Hitler’s invaders in
Europe. Unfortunately she was captured at the Hungarian border and after being seve-
rely tortured, was shot.

The ceremony was ended by singing “Hatikva”, the national anthem of Israel.
As the Shalom Ministry Association in Oświęcim our desire is to continue to fulfill our

calling to bless and encourage the Jewish nation. By taking part in the March of the Living
we want to stand with them in solidarity and support for their right to sovereign and
mutual existence as a nation and people.

We are very glad that the March of the Living was given such wide coverage, both
during the main national news program in Poland and the mention of our group “Polish
Friends of Israel” in the Israeli press.
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Dear brothers and dear sisters, every time we take part in the March of the Living
many people ask; “How many of you were in the group?” Only by our taking part and
being involved can we really show that there is more and more of us. For this reason we
sincerely invite everyone to take part in next year’s March of the Living, and especially
churches, organizations and individuals who pray and have in their hearts the Israeli na-
tion. Next year’s March of the Living will take place on April 24, 2017. Taking part in the
March of the Living is also an exceptional opportunity to meet with survivors of the
Holocaust and express to them our support and consolation. It is also important that we,
by taking part in this exceptional event, show our solidarity with Israel in these, also
difficult, times.

Shalom from Oświęcim


