
– 1 –



– 2 –

“As far as the Jews are concerned, I want to tell you quite frankly
that they must be done away with (...) We must annihilate the Jews,

wherever we find them and wherever it is possible.”

From closing address to the General Government by Hans Frank,
16 December 1941.

When a person enters the gate of the former Nazi German death camp in Brzezinka, you do
not immediately realize what soil this is. Especially now, in the spring, when nature fascinates
with the intensity and freshness of its colors. 171 hectares of the camp territory begins to take
on a wide variety of colors and all kinds of shades of green with the beginning of spring. Lots of
trees and a forest, located on the other side of the camp, are home to many species of birds,
whose warble may be of delight for many. Larks’ singing, which come in big numbers here, is
definitely the most audible and able to charm even the most demanding listeners. And only the
barbed wire around this area and numerous sentry boxes, commonly referred to as “stork’s
nests”, do not harmonize with the rest of this environment. It’s like false notes started creeping
into a beautiful melody, waking unspecified anxiety by their chords. When you finally understand
what happened here, it seems so irrational, almost impossible to be real, unbelievable, just out
of this world. After all, everything that happened here didn’t take place in some distant galaxy or
in barbarian times. It happened just a few decades ago, together with the development and
progress of science and technology and creative thought of a human who was given such won-
derful opportunities and talents by God. So what happened that we can clearly hear God’s
question: “Cain, where is Abel your brother?” What happened to humans and their values? This
question must be answered by each one of us, in order not to repeat this shameful page of
history.

The Birkenau camp was built two years after the opening of Auschwitz, which was founded
where old army barracks were, located on the outskirts of the city of Oświęcim with a working
area of approx. 20 hectares. The Birkenau camp, as opposed to Auschwitz, was built from
scratch. Actually, it all started with from the robbery and the expulsion of the Polish population,
who were thrown out of their often newly built homes by German occupiers, Polish people
were expelled and their houses were used as material for the construction of camp barracks.
Many Poles didn’t have the opportunity to settle properly and had to live in stables, sheds and
barns.

While reflecting on this, I was looking around, observing numerous groups of Jewish youth
from Israel and other countries of the world. The next day the annual March of the Living was
planned that’s why brother Roman Gaweł and brother Graham Derrig from England came here
with me to pray and bless the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in this place, particularly
tragic for their nation.

Youngsters, gathered around people who managed to survive this hell on earth, listened to
their stories with the excitation and with tears in their eyes. They must surely have realized that
if German Nazis had managed to carry out their shameful plan, they wouldn’t be here today.
There wouldn’t be their plans, dreams, meetings, there would be nothing, because they
wouldn’t exist...

When we approached the ruins of the crematoria, I recalled the words of a Sonderkomman-
do member, Henryk Mandelbaum: “I never imagined that I could survive all of it. But I had to
and I looked for every opportunity to get out of this hell. Wires all around, you could see only
the sky. To see this... Someone, who didn’t see this, can imagine this as hell ... As in hell people
were burnt down (...). It’s impossible to imagine, you cannot even describe it.”
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Lark’s song briefly interrupted my sad thoughts, I looked around again and thoughts came
back... Hundreds of thousands of people, before being closed behind a hermetical door, cer-
tainly heard this song, too ... They went away in the breeze after the last cry, before their lungs
filled with deadly gas ending their lives on earth...

I remember a documentary during which a former Wehrmacht soldier was asked what really
fascinated him in the Nazi ideology. After a moment of silence, he replied quietly: “We felt like
gods...” How can you react to a man who describes himself in that way? The superior race, race
of masters over life and death. They decided on the life and death of another human being.
However, every believer knows what happened when the largest of the archangels – Dawn
wanted to be equal with God ... Does the modern world experiences less antisemitism? Has the
dislike towards Jews diminished? Has anything changed? Is there still antisemitism in the hearts
of many people, this spiritual enslavement under the guise of political correctness? The March of
the Living is the answer to visible and invisible world, showing that many of us remember about
all the abandoned, ashamed, stripped of everything and murdered isolated... By participating in
the March we want to show that they are still alive in our memories ...

“Am Israel hai” – “The nation of Israel lives” – these were the words our group of friends of
Israel from Poland used to greet participants of the March of The Living. Our youth went to the
place where all groups start their march, which is the territory of the Auschwitz camp. Badges
were distributed there along with Aaron’s blessing from Genesis IV. I once wrote, how impor-
tant the words of the blessing are to the participants and that they are to be found in many
houses in Israel. The rest of our group stood right at the exit of the camp area, so that each
participant of the March could see a large banner with the same blessing as on the badges.

The march finally began, the first groups started leaving the camp to go along three-kilome-
ter road to the Birkenau camp, where as every year, the celebrations were to take place. At the
beginning of this walk, every participant of the March saw our banner, where it was written that
we are friends of Israel based in Poland. The participants began waving to us in a friendly man-
ner. I don’t remember, who was the first to approach our group and shake our hands, but it all
started in this way. The participants of the March came and we shook hands with them. Every-
one of us made hundreds of greeting gestures and they kept coming with gratitude. Apart from
thankfulness, I saw tears in their eyes. A big number of young people cried. It was also
a tremendous experience for us, we created a special bond between us, a bond of brotherho-
od, understanding and love for God’s chosen nation. We were all moved, we wanted to show
them our love and compassion so that they won’t associate Poland only with a gigantic, unbelievable
graveyard of their nation, which was created on our Polish land by the occupiers, German
aggressors.

Jews lived among us almost for thousand years creating the history of our nation with us.
Through all these centuries, there were better and worse times in our history, but we created
the present and the future of the country together, fighting and dying for it. We shared together
both those successful, as well as tragic days that made up the history of our country. During the
last, most tragic war in human history so far, in the ranks of the Polish Army, both in the East and
the one that fought in the West, there were 100,000 Polish Jews fighting for freedom and the
right to live in a free country. The Soviets murdered Polish intellectuals and 1,200 Polish Jews in
Katyń. They all had strong connections with Poland. Professor Izrael Gutman once said: “In
prewar Poland there were Jewish organizations and Jewish political parties and the streets were
Jewish and Jewish houses and Jewish towns. Jews in Poland had the feeling that they lived at
home, something which is very important, it was not like that in other countries. A sense that
we were at home, that we belonged to this climate, to this land, to this country.” Professor
Szewach Weiss, a political scientist, a former Israeli ambassador in Poland, commented on exter-
mination camps: “I am sure that if he wasn’t for Hitler, for German fascism, if it wasn’t for the
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German occupation, I can’t be sure, because I’m not a prophet, but I feel it, that this would have
never happened in Poland.” Szewach Weiss also said: “These two nations, Poles and Jews, are
one of the most interesting phenomenon in this world, where for so many years, so many
people belonging to other nations, lived near one another, sometimes even together. Unfortu-
nately it all ended with this terrible tragedy.”

“It’s so sad” – I thought – “that during only a few years all the generations and centuries of
our joined history were erased and destroyed.” But then again I felt joy coming back to my heart
when I realized that the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, my God, for almost a thousand years
gave a shelter to His people here in Poland with us. Isn’t it a special distinction by God himself,
that only 200 years ago 2/3 of Jewish population lived here on our Polish ground? It was Jews
themselves that called Poland “Polania” – “God lives here”, and “Polin”, what means “I’ll rest
here.” I think it’s great and maybe still underestimated by many of us. Professor Szewach Weiss,
mentioned earlier, said in one of his interviews that if there was no World War II, the Poland
would have currently had about 57 million inhabitants, including 7 million Poles of Jewish faith.
We, as Poland, would have received approximately from 10 to 12 Noble prizes a year. It’s a pity
that it all ended so tragically. If the country hadn’t been affected by the ravages of war, it
wouldn’t have lost its cultural heritage, it would have had many intellectuals, who were the
conscience of the nation, and thus so cruelly murdered by both Germans and the Soviets, it
would have had great opportunities for economic and cultural development ahead.

Unfortunately, time cannot be undone, but you can keep the memory of the past in your
heart, in order to be able to bless this nation with Aaron’s blessing, and in this way to gain grace
and blessing also for Poland. Eight thousand Jews from all over the world participated in this
year’s March of the Living, accompanied by almost two thousand young people from Poland.
Praise God for the fact that more and more people in our country open their hearts to “the
apple of Lord’s eye.” As Shalom Ministry Association in Oświęcim, we are going to stand, in
even higher number, along the marching route and greet and bless all the participants of the
March. As Polish people, we have to remember that Israel is especially dear to God but also it
constitutes an important part of our country’s history. I believe that March of the Living is a good
time, a time of grace and blessing for Israel, but also a time of grace and blessing for us, accor-
ding to God’s promise: “... I will bless those who bless you ...”

Mirosław Mieszała
Shalom from Oświęcim


