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The “Project Rest”

From 22.09.19 to 09.10.19 another “Rest” project was held in Poland for a group of
12 people from Ukraine and Israel.

During our stay, we were in Kolobrzeg for the third time, where our dear friends
spent 12 days relaxing and taking advantage of medical treatments. The most important
for us wer the evenings with the Word of God when we reflected and thought about its
meaning. The culmination of our reflections was the demonstration of God’s love, which
appeared in the Lord Jesus who shed his blood for us.

The time of rest fell on the fall Jewish holidays of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,
during which the nation of Israel seeks God’s face and desires that their sins be forgiven
and their names written in the Book of Life. Through these holidays we were able to
emphasize the Gospel, which is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who
believes, first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. (Romans 1:16)

In Kolobrzeg we were invited by the pastor and the church there for an evening
meeting with refreshments, singing together and preaching the Word of God. We are
glad that in this church our dear friends could experience practical love.

On the way back we visited Krakow and we learned about the history of the city,
including the history of Jews in the city.

The next days of our stay we spent in Oswiecim, where we visited the Jewish Centre
and we learned about the history of the city. We also visited the former German camp of
Auschwitz-Birkenau. This visit is always full of painful memories of those difficult times.

A nice time for our group was the evening meeting in the local church in Oswiecim.
During this meeting, in addition to singing together, our dear friends could share their
experiences about their stay in Poland. Most of them were in Poland for the first time.
They stressed the beauty of this country, but most were very moved by the attitude of
love of the Christians they met during the stay. One of the participants said that she had
never heard in her life what has been said here, that whoever loves God, loves his people
Israel.

On the second to last day of our stay, we went to Wisla Czarne, where we could see
the beautiful mountains and meet the local Christians who organized the roasting of
a ram at this time. The hospitality in this church will remain also in our hearts.

The project was held for the 17th time and is associated with the Word of God from
the book of Isaiah: ... Prepare the way for the people. Build up, build up the highway! Remove
the stones... (Isaiah 62:10). By God’s grace we have once again been able to show love for
the chosen people of God and thus remove from their lives the stones they have expe-
rienced.
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With joy and gratitude, we would like to
share with you a report from our last stay in
Ukraine, where we could meet with the Je-
wish community, which you so generously sup-
port with the generosity of your hearts.

From 5 to 14 September we visited a num-
ber of localities in the Vinnytsia region and
Shepetivka, which was the first city in Ukra-
ine, where 20 years earlier, fully trusting God
in His sustainability of supply, we opened a soup
kitchen with daily, warm meals for nearly 50
people. With gratitude to God we can say that
the Lord until the present day has not left this
ministry and in fact, has developed it in an uni-
maginable way over the past 20 years.

The first person that we visited was 78-
year-old Leonid, who for many years suffers
from diabetes that is devastating his body. At
the end of July, he broke his hip bone with di-
splacement. The doctor that operated on
him said that he has never had such a difficult
case in his entire career. The operation itself
lasted for 5 hours, while the standard is 1.5

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

hours. One month after the operation Leonid
still cannot sit. Any attempt to move causes
him great pain. A long and costly rehabilitation
awaits him. His 72-year-old, small wife has gre-
at difficulty in the care of her significantly he-
avier husband who is bedridden. Both are
extremely grateful for all the help that they
receive from you through our ministry. Let’s
pray for a quick return to health for Leonid
and strength for his wife who cares for him.

Then we went to 80-year-old Ludmila who
has difficulties getting around her flat using
a walker. She also had a femoral neck fracture.
This former teacher of Ukrainian language and
literature confided in us out of the burden of
her loneliness. Recently her husband died. She

Leonid with his wife

             Ludmila

has no siblings or children, therefore she is
grateful for all the visits. She spends her time
in front of the TV, experiencing everything that
happens in the country. In her youth, she be-
longed to the communist party which was
a god for her. Today she says that many false
gods had to fall from their pedestals before
Jesus took first place in her life. We thank God
who touches so many Jewish hearts.

The 41-year-old Kola who we also visited
was close to death due to sepsis, which affec-
ted his body after flu complications. His heart
was damaged and had to be subjected to se-
veral hours of open-heart surgery. Thanks to
prayer and God’s grace, he survived. All of his
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family accepted Jesus as their Saviour. Thanks
to your help, we could give Kola finances for
his further rehabilitation. We thank God that
in His goodness and love He hears the prayers
of His children. Today, Kola’s blood is still too
thick and therefore he needs to continue tre-
atment. He needs subcutaneous injections and
treatment after a stroke. Let’s pray for Kola’s
complete recovery.

In a hospital in Vinnytsia, we visited Borys,
who suffers from a non-contagious form of
bones tuberculosis and was brought to the
hospital with pain. The treatment received has
begun to bring the expected results, but is long-
term. When we talked with Borys, he was al-
ready in the hospital for the second month.
It’s good that in all this Borys has not lost his
cheerfulness and he often jokes. “Such a rare
disease, how did it find me?”, he asked us jo-
kingly. Let’s bring Borys to the Lord in prayer,
asking for the successful completion of his tre-
atment.

 In Nemyriv, together with Pastor Igor, we
went to Wolodymyr and his wife, who at that
time was sick with the flu. Our visit brought
them joy. We were able to recall the old times
when they still felt that others needed them.
We are grateful to God for Pastor Igor, who
helps and is in constant contact with these old,
sick and lonely people living in Nemyriv.           Kola with his parents

                                         Wolodymyr with his wife

Borys

In Tulchyn, we visited our beloved Rita, who
is dear to our hearts. In August Rita was in
Poland at our annual conference “From Holo-
caust to Living Hope”. On the way back home
she felt worse. As it turned out later, she got
shingles and a cold. She had a high temperatu-
re and strong pain. She was dependent on the

Rita
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help of her neighbours. She doesn’t regret,
however, that she came to Poland which made
a huge impression on her. She told us that she
met there an exceptional reference to Jews,
for which she was grateful. Rita belongs to tho-
se who, if she were able, would give her own
heart. Despite poverty, she helps others to the
best of her ability. She also takes care of the
Jewish cemetery located 40 km away. She has
two sons. One of them lives in Luhansk and
because of the armed conflict in this area suf-
fers from a number of problems. Rita’s grand-
son suffers from Down’s Syndrome and ne-
eds expensive medicines. Rita is a person who
first thinks about others and then reveals her
needs and accepts help for herself. We thank
God for Rita and her heart, entrusting her to
God’s protection.

In Voronovytsya we were at the home of
83-year-old Borys who in his childhood survi-
ved the camp in Shpykiv. Since our last me-
eting, Borys’ health condition has significantly
deteriorated. He has problems with his me-
mory and with hearing. At times he behaved
aggressively towards us and did not recognize

 In Hnivan we visited 78-year-old Borys,
who is the chairman of the Jewish community
there. Borys would very much like to visit our
country together with his wife. Let’s pray to
God to stop the progressing arthritis in Borys.

Borys

In this city, we met also with Alla and Wita-
lij. With great interest they listened when we
talked to them about Messiah Yeshua. Alla and
Witalij survived the catastrophe in Chernobyl,
which has an impact on their current health
status. They are struggling with heart pro-
blems. As an Association we help Alla with
medicines.

Borys

us. His caregiver had to constantly calm him
down. Let’s ask God to show Borys mercy and
pour peace into his heart.

Alla and Witalij

We also visited the 79-year-old Anna, whose
mother was Polish and father a Jew. Anna can’t
accept the death of her 46-year-old daughter.
Due to her age, she suffers from various he-
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alth problems and is often dizzy. Anna lives in
a block of flats to which municipal sewage di-
sposal is not connected because the removal
of waste is associated with a large expense.
She received a Bible from us when she said
that she would be able to read it. When saying

goodbye, we gave her the text from Second
Corinthians, 5:1, which speaks of the promise
of a permanent home in heaven, which raised
her spirits. For we know that if the earthly tent
we live in is destroyed, we have a building from
God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by
human hands. (2 Cor. 5:1)

Always when we are in Tyvriv we are visi-
ting Lena, who together with her husband re-
side in a social assistance home. Lena and her
husband are the youngest residents of this
home. The conditions prevailing there are dif-
ficult, especially in terms of sanitation. Toilets
are in the corridors and most are destroyed.
The only entertainment Lena and her husband
have is a computer that is in their room. Unfor-
tunately, we didn’t see on it any programs with
spiritual content. We gave them the internet
addresses of a Messianic fellowship, which they
received with undisguised joy. Unfortunately,

it is very difficult to provide them with syste-
matic spiritual care because of their distance.

 Unfortunately, recently we were told that
Lena had died. Please, pray for her husband
so that God Himself would comfort his heart.

In Tyvriv we met also with 60-year-old Na-
talia, who is now retired and after 42 years of
work receives 2,000 hryvnia a month (about
75 Euro). Natalia lives with her father who
suffers from Parkinson’s disease and is very
emotionally unstable. At the time of our visit
he slept. Medicines for him are very expensi-

Anna

Lena with her husband

Natalia
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ve. Natalia just had three operations and she
has big problems with blood pressure. Howe-
ver, her biggest concern is her son-in-law’s di-
sease, who has cirrhosis of the liver of an unk-
nown origin. Natalia’s 34-year-old daughter,
who by profession is a teacher, earns too little
in order to finance the operation for 150,000
Euro. The son-in-law is being treated in Bela-
rus by a well-known professor, which also in-
volves considerable expenses. The examina-
tion itself, depending on the level of difficulty,
costs from 1,500 to 3,000 Euro. The son-in-
law has group 2 invalidity but is able to work
as a history teacher. His case is so unique that
doctors write scientific papers on this subject.
He is on a non-fat diet. Together with his wife,
they have two children – 6 and 9 years old.
This family is extremely grateful for any help
given. Natalia said that according to the do-
ctors her son-in-law should have died 5 years
ago but thanks to treatment in Belarus, today
he is still alive and working. But we know that
this is only through the grace of God. Let’s ask
God to fully heal him so that he can raise their
children.

In Tyvriv lives also 84-year-old Leonid, who
always, when we meet remembers with grati-
tude his time in Poland as part of the “Rest”
project. Since our last meeting Leonid beca-
me much thinner and increasingly feels sick.
He opened a cabinet to show us how many
medicines he takes. In fact, the cabinet looked
like a small pharmaceutical warehouse. Leonid

stated: “This is nothing. In the morning and
the evening I thank God that I am alive”. He is
grateful for all visits because the number of his
friends is decreasing through their deaths. Let’s
ask God that Leonid would sincerely convert
to Him.

While in Tyvriv, we learned that a Polish
Museum was recently opened there. There
were crowds at the opening.

 In Zhmerynka, we spent time at the soup
kitchen together with people who attend it.

Among them are Dina and Pawel, who live
in Zhmerynka and are retired culture workers.
They have a small retirement. Dina’s mother

Leonid

                   Soup kitchen In Zhmerynka

Pawel and Dina

was in the ghetto and concentration camp,
which had an impact on her entire later life.
She lived in constant fear. She died 4 years ago
at the age of 84.

In Vinnytsia, we meet with Oksana and her
daughter, who is now treated in the hospital
there. Recently she had another operation on
her spine, during which she had implants. Her
treatment is very expensive, so Oksana was
forced to sell a four-room apartment. Her dau-
ghter is the whole world for her. She asks us
for help in renting a flat. The cost of renting
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a flat in Vinnytsia is 200$ per month. Let’s pray
that God would help her and her daughter in
the situation that they are currently in.

We also saw 66-year-old Svieta, who is a
widow. Two years ago she had a stroke and
could not walk. Now she feels better. In eve-
ryday life, her two sons and a visiting nurse
help her. Last year Svieta was lying in the ho-
spital and she endured it very badly. She smi-
les at us and says: “The hospital is not a frien-

                                      Oksana with her daughter

dly place; the home is better”. Her mother,
who she cared for, was previously in a similar
situation. Let’s ask God to help her return to
full health.

Borys and Raisa, who we are often visiting,
are currently experiencing many health pro-
blems. Raisa has cervical spine problems and
is undergoing special therapy. She must wear
an uncomfortable corset around her neck.

Svieta

When she moves, everything is blurred. She
already had an operation but need another
one, but the cardiologist reports contraindi-
cations in her heart. She also had an eye ope-
ration, because of glaucoma there is the risk
of losing her sight. Just one health problem after
another. Due to a lack of funds, Raisa is no lon-
ger treating her glaucoma. Borys and Raisa now
have a debt of 13 thousand hryvnia (approx.
490 Euro) due to the costs related to the tre-
atment. Raisa’s mother died at the age of 91
and Spielberg recorded her memories of the
war. They can be viewed on the Internet. As
an association, we have made it possible for
them to stay twice in a sanatorium in Oby-
khody, they also receive meals at the soup kit-
chen, and as possible we help with their medi-
cal treatment.

We also paid a visit to 76-year-old Alla, who
10 months ago underwent an operation after
breaking the neck of her hip joint. She was very

Borys and Raisa

Alla
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happy to see us. Alla misses her son, who lives
very far away. She is constantly waiting for his
call. Let’s ask God to give her patience in her
present state of health and for her to return as
soon as possible to full health.

We also visited 79-year-old Leonid, who is
blind in one eye and an operation is necessary
on the second eye. A single injection in his the-
rapy costs about 7,500 hryvnia (281 Euro). He
already received 6 and still needs 3 more. Le-
onid asks for help in financing the next 3. Let’s

ask God that Leonid’s sight would be impro-
ved and funds for his further treatment.

At the old people home in the Vinnytsia we
visited 91-year-old Mery. When she saw us
coming into her room, she began crying. She
was very moved that someone remembers
about her. She lived through the war as a child
in Central Asia and remembers little from that
period. She came to Vinnytsia from Luhansk,
where she left everything, including her flat,
fleeing before the war. Her daughter with
granddaughter live in Latvia and call her often.
Messianic Jews visit and read to her the Bible.
Mery cannot read herself because she can’t see
in one eye and the other was operated on.
She asked for us to greet everyone in Poland
with gratitude for your memory. Let’s ask God
that Mery to the end of her pilgrimage would
remain healthy.

Then we drove to Shepetivka, where we
visited Dora who has undergone a recent ope-

Leonid

ration in Kiev. Dora’s condition is good. Dora
well feels and looks for God in her life.

We also saw 81-year Raya who after bre-
aking her arm neglected rehabilitation and now
has significant problems with combing her hair
and everyday hygiene. Raya has a severe cu-
rvature of her spine, which causes back pain.
She asked us for material support to make a
shower in the bathroom because she is no lon-
ger in the position to get into the bathtub. She
needs $450 for the renovation of the bathro-
om. Raya no longer has any living family mem-
ber. We encouraged her to go outside becau-
se after the fall she is afraid to leave the flat.
A visiting nurse comes to Raya and brings lun-
ches and dinners from the soup kitchen. Let’s

Dora

Raya
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Lila, Faina and Zina
          Marina and Inessa

Swieta

Swietlana
Lena

We regret to inform you that Svieta from Vinnytsia, Svietlana from Zhmerynka and
Lena from Tyvriv have passed away.

Dd

Dd

ask God for the finances to install a shower in
Raya’s bathroom and that she wouldn’t cut
herself off from people.

In Shepetivka we visited a grandmother (Fa-
ina), her daughter (Zina) and granddaughter
(Lila) who are living together. Zina’s husband
is an alcoholic and has a destructive effect on
the family. He is not interested in the fatal con-
dition of the home built before World War I
and the conditions in which women are for-
ced to live. Thanks to your support we were
able to help them in the partial renovation of
their home, for which these women with te-
ars in the eyes thanked us. The granddaugh-
ter, who is 30 years old, out of concern for

her mum and grandma is afraid to leave the
family home. Let’s pray for funds for the fur-
ther renovation of the house which is not he-
ated in the winter. Zina has artistic skills and
writes beautiful poems in both Russian and Yid-
dish. Let’s ask God that Zina’s husband would
quit his addition and began to care for the fa-

mily. Let’s also pray for Lila that God would
put her life in order.

In Shepetivka we visited Inessa and her dau-
ghter Marina. The women very warmly we-
lcomed us with refreshments. Because of her

experiences, Inessa has become depressed.
She reads the Bible but treats it as human wis-
dom. Let’s pray that God would touch her
heart and by His Holy Spirit make the Word
that she reads alive.

From all the persons who we met in Ukra-
ine, we pass on their deep gratitude for all that
you do in this ministry of Divine Mercy for the
poor Jewish people in Ukraine. In the month
of December, we plan the next trip associated
with the preparation and delivery of 500 Ha-
nukkah packages in the Vinnytsia region. Thank
you all for your generosity also in this matter.

Shalom from Oświęcim
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This is our last Information and Prayer Letter this year. You will receive
the next one at the beginning of 2020.

That is why, we would like to thank you very much for everything you have done
in this ministry for the poor Jewish people in 2019.


