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“Comfort, comfort my people”, says the Lord.  Is. 40,1

Project March �68

For a long time, we have had the desire to invite Polish Jews to Poland, who in the so-called
“Gomułka years” were thrown out of our country. We prayed that our desires could be fulfilled.

We are grateful to God that He heard our prayers and we were able to organise a time of
rest for 12 people from Israel, who in the years 1957 and 1968 together with their families were
expelled from Poland and received a one-way ticket. This was an act of re-admitting them to
our and their country as well as showing them our friendship and love.

During this project, we were able to visit cities such as Oświęcim, Krakow, Nowy Targ, and
Zakopane and spend a week of rest at a sanatorium in Krynica Zdrój. We had joint meetings
where we heard stories of their experiences that were not easy.

Sara, who came to Poland with her husband Jack, shared one such story. When the war
broke out, Sara with her brother and parents had to flee deep into the USSR. After the war,
they returned to Poland and lived in Szczecin. They decided to illegally leave Poland and go to
the West. Sara's whole family was caught and imprisoned in Warsaw, where as a result of pneu-
monia her mother died. After some time they were released and her father had to take care of
the two children. In 1957, under the pressure of the communist authorities, the father with the
children decided to leave for Israel. However, they had to renounce Polish citizenship and only
received one-way tickets. These experiences have left painful memories in Sarah’s heart, who
nevertheless has not forgotten the Polish language. She spoke Polish among family and friends
from Poland. Sara learned Hebrew together with other children who came from Poland and
who, like her, had to leave this country.

Josif, who helped organize this trip, said that after they left in 1957, Poland was for him like
one black spot that he wanted to forget. During this project, he could see in this black spot
a light that turned on and shines. We saw how God touched his heart together with the other
participants.

The most important thing for us was that during our meetings we could speak of the cove-
nant of God with Israel and the Messiah of Israeli Yeshua, who reconciled us with God through
the blood of His covenant.

All the participants of the project were very grateful for the time spent together. Many of
them took away with them a completely different image of our country than that which they
had during their youth. All of them invited us to visit them in Israel and said that their hearts and
homes are open to us.

Our desire is to continue this project next year for more people and by this change their
image of Poland and Poles.
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“From Holocaust to Living Hope”

From 23 to 26 August was held the 21st international conference “From Holocaust to Living Hope”
organized by the Shalom Ministry Association in Oświęcim.

This was an extraordinary time to listen to lectures from the Word of God given by speakers from
Israel, Poland, the United States and England. This conference gave an opportunity to meet people
from all over Poland and from many countries of Europe and the world.

During the conference, we experienced wonderful fellowship with God when we asked Him to
reveal to us His heart regarding the former German Nazi death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau – a symbol
of death and suffering of the Jewish, Polish and other nations. Due to the largest number of murdered
European Jews here, it is the symbol of the Holocaust.

We also hosted a 97-year-old surviving prisoner of the former German concentration and extermi-
nation camp KL Auschwitz-Birkenau – Mr Karol Jerzy Tendera, who in his speech recalled the tragic
experiences in the camp.

One of the key events of this conference was participation in prayer and the Lord’s Supper on the
selection site as a fulfilment of the vision of gathering the church from different nations in this place.

Before we left to go there it started to rain heavily and a storm broke out. When we prayed we
experienced God’s tangible miracle because it stopped raining and the storm was silenced for the
entire time on the selection site. This was an extraordinary testimony for all the conference partici-
pants, the employees of the centre where the conference was held and the bus drivers who took us to
the selection site.

Gathered on the Judenrampe in prayer, we prayed that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
would forgive us all the sin of anti-Semitism and the sin of shedding innocent blood that is constantly
crying from this land. We believe that only the blood of the Lord Jesus can bring us forgiveness,
redemption and release from that horrendous guilt. Then, through participation in the Lord’s Supper,
we proclaimed the victory of Messiah Yeshua over death and we dedicated this place to God to make
it a place of prayer, repentance, forgiveness and reconciliation. Only the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob can change this place of curse into a place of blessing.

We are grateful to God that by His Holy Spirit truth is revealed in increasingly larger circles in the
church. Without healing in this place where the former German Nazi death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau
was located, there will be no healing for Europe and there will be no blessing and revival for Europe
and the world.

During all of the meetings, prayers and lectures, the Lord God brought us even closer to His heart that
is overflowing with eternal love for his chosen nation. By this, we could see even more clearly His inconce-
ivable love, which He has shown to all nations by the Jewish Messiah and King of Israel – Yeshua.

A wonderful complement to the whole conference was the concert of the talented Korean pianist
and composer Aija Kim, organized in the Oświęcim Cultural Centre. It honoured the 70th anniversary
of the modern state of Israel as well as the 100th anniversary of regaining the independence of our
country, Poland.

An extremely moving experience during this concert was a meeting with representatives of
a family who, risking their lives saved 4 Jewish girls during the war. In this meeting were also the
daughters of those rescued girls, who especially for this occasion came from Israel. The tears of
gratitude, joy and emotions were endless.

The special time of this conference will long remain in our hearts and memory.
We encourage you to buy an MP3 with lectures from the entire conference or purchase individual

lectures recorded on DVD. All those interested please contact the Shalom Ministry Association in Oświę-
cim.

Right now we already encourage everyone interested to join next year’s conference, which will
take place from 22 to 25 August 2019.

Shalom from Oświęcim


