
The Time of Incense “means when the incense was placed on the 
altar in the Holy Place. Incense speaks of prayer (Revelation 8:3-4) 
and so the pattern of the altar with its incense...can provide tremen-
dous insight into what true prayer (for Israel) is. If we come to prayer 
(for Israel) without the proper understanding, our prayers will be to 
no avail...” (Howard Morgan, Tishrei).  Incense was a substance that 
was burned for the sweet smell it produced. Followers of Yeshua are 
to be a sweet-smelling aroma or Messiah-like fragrance everywhere 
we go. I can only imagine the happiness it brings to God Almighty 
when His Children run to Him to pray, to intercede and stand on 
behalf of His  Beloved nation, Israel. It must be a sweet experience 
for Him. The Time of Incense in the Temple in ancient times was 
when the spices and “gums” burned as an act of worship. Likewise, 
our spending time with the Lord is an act of worship He would love 
to dwell in. As a bride in ancient Israel was perfumed with all sorts 
of incense so must the Bride of Yeshua be adorned with a bridal 
fragrance or sweet smell.

There are many components in the composition of the original Holy Incense such as “nataf”, probably 
storax-gum similar to balsam, “shehelet” or “onycha”, the fragrant operculum of a species of shell found in 
the Red Sea and still being used in the East for incense today, as well as “helbenah”, a species of gum, and 
“Lebonah”, the resin of the olibanum tree. These are all used in the same quantity, each mixed with salt, and 
are made into an offering. Obviously, the significance of the incense offering was that it was pleasing to the 
smell and offered to God to honor Him. 

 While prayer is a symbol of incense “Let my prayer be set ִּתּכֹון ְּתִפָּלִתי ְקטֶֹרת ְלָפֶניָך;    ַמְׂשַאת ַּכַּפי, ִמְנַחת-ָעֶרב
forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice” (Psalm 141:2, 
KJV and Masoretic text) - in symbolic terms it could almost read: “Oh Lord, allow or give permission for 
my prayers and petitions to be presented in front of you as a sweet smelling  aroma, which you might take 
delight and pleasure in.” That would mean as we sit before the Lord interceding for Israel, God’s Chosen 
People, the components in the composition of our prayers would be mercy, loving-kindness, love, comfort 
and caring hearts for that which He loves.  May each of you who sit before the Lord day and night around 
the world in loving concern before the Lord God of Israel, coming in the presence of the Holy Spirit and in the
name of Yeshua, become as a sweet-smelling perfume, in which God takes pleasure. May each Watchman 
on the Walls for Jerusalem be an incense of love for His People on the altar of prayer and praise unto Him. 
God knows the intercessors,  He searches for them and when He finds those who are standing in the gap 
for His People we can rejoice that it brings great joy to His Heart. Keep on praying!
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“And he shall take a censer......and his hands full of sweet incense, 
beaten small, and bring it within the veil: And he shall put the 
incense upon the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense 
may cover the mercy seat...” (Leviticus 16:12,13).   “And the whole 
multitude of the people were praying without at the time of 
incense”  (Luke 1:10). 

The Time of Incense

The Mercy Seat



Let’s Go to the Throne Room Together:
• Give thanks to the Lord for raising up Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for such 

a time as this. He recently spoke at the annual Jerusalem Bible Quiz for adults at the 
International Convention Center “We did not return to the Western Wall after 2,000 
years to get there on armored personnel carriers...the Western Wall will remain in our 
hands, and all of Jerusalem will remain in our hands always – united forever under 
Israeli sovereignty.” Thank the Lord for keeping him as the leader of Israel today. Very 
few international leaders will stand before the United Nations or international bodies and quote the Bible 
word for word. We need to praise the Lord for him. “ I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in 
authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. (1 Timothy 2:1-2).  

• Earnestly pray that Israel will build an even stronger army to meet the multiple challenges of tomorrow 
that lie ahead in order for the IDF to carry out all of its missions in defense of Israel.

• Pray for the highly complex challenges that must be met to defend the nation on all sides of the Land at 
all entry gates into the country. Pray for the soldiers to be committed and qualified and to maintain a spirit 
of unity and of looking to God to help them – for they cannot fight defensively alone without the Lord. 
May the soldiers of Israel keep the commandments of the Lord and turn to Him alone. Pray for the safety 
and redemption of each soldier. “Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently” (Psalm 
119:4, KJV).

• Sincerely cry out that ISIS, which is not far from the borders of Israel will be held back by the strong 
Arm of the LORD from crossing over into Israel. May the soldiers of Israel be supernaturally alert as 
ISIS keeps working stealthily and persistently around Israel. “If it had not been the Lord who was on 
our side, now may Israel say: If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when men rose 
up against us: Then they  had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us...
Blessed be the Lord, who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth...Our help is in the name of 
the Lord, who made heaven and earth” (Psalm 124:1-3, 6,8, KJV).

• Pray earnestly that Hamas who has its sights set on the West Bank will be defeated by Israel. As they 
boasted about liberating Gaza, now they boast of preparing to extend their  presence to all of “Palestine”. 
“And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden them-
selves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the peoples of the earth be gathered together 
against it” (Zechariah 12:3, KJV). At this time, Jerusalem is not under siege nor being surrounded; 
however, may all those who brashly want to destroy the Land that God Himself has built up – which 
includes what is called the West Bank but is actually the heart of Israel as one can see by studying the 
map above – may they realize that they will be dealing with the LORD GOD of ISRAEL.

Once again prayer is an act of worship. It resembles the odors of sweet incense ascending up to God. 
God is pleased with fervent prayers when we, as Watchmen on the Walls for Jerusalem, fill them with the 
fragrance of our sincere prayer times. It has been said that “God’s praying people have not fully grasped the 
fact that all sincere prayers are immortal, and the Lord preserves these prayers like a sweet incense kept in 
golden vials.”  May the prayers for Israel increase during the Times of Incense.
 
Until He Comes,

Sharon Sanders 
Co-founder, Director
Christian Friends of Israel - Jerusalem
www.cfijerusalem.org
email: sharon@cfijerusalem.org

Correction Apology:  My regrets that in the January Watchman’s Prayer Letter there was a typographical error that 
was not caught through proofreading. I deeply apologize. The Scripture “...except the Watchmen keep the City, the 
Watchmen wakes but in vain”. (Psalm 127:1) should have read “...except the Lord keep the city, the Watchman 
waketh but in vain”. (Psalm 127:1, KJV). Please accept my apologies. I’m sure most of you realized this was a mistake 
because you know me and CFI and that I would never tamper with Scripture; however, I truly thank Lyn and Jim who 
brought this to my attention. God bless from Jerusalem.


