
The above Scripture verse caught my eye last week when I was reading 
the Book of Proverbs. It spoke immediately to my heart that there is a 
difference between being refined in the fining pot and being purified in 
the furnace. One brings forth silver–a compound pleasingly resonant 
and clear in tone or shade, but when it comes to being purified, it brings 
forth a prevailing character within us of elegance. However, when one is 
tried in a furnace, the result is far more desirable and its worth greater in 

the outcome of our characters. I would like to suggest that from this text I personally believe those who are 
safe behind their borders often experience the refining pot and come forth as silver. But if you add anything 
to do with the nation of Israel and Jerusalem, you begin to enter into a realm of refinement and purification–
frontline warfare, as never before. Those who receive this Watchman’s Prayer Letter in countries around the
world and prayer groups and churches who use it for teaching on prayer for Israel, have not only experienced
the “fining pot” but have now entered into the furnace of trials.  
 

 
Jerusalem is known as an extremely “hot place” in the end times and those praying for her, as her Watchmen,
will surely feel the heat! “Their stronghold will fall because of terror; at the sight of the battle standard 
their commanders will panic,” declares the Lord, whose fire is in Zion, whose furnace is in Jerusalem”
(Isaiah 31:9, NIV). Those who are committed to stand and stay posted on the Walls of Jerusalem, in the 
spirit, are bound to experience fiery trials. In the end, it will turn to gold on our behalf so I encourage all of 
you, even those who are going through fiery trials, to stay at your stations of prayer and watch at the gates 
day and night! Let’s remember the well known story of Shaul (Paul) who was trying to escape those who 
opposed him, mostly the “religious.” He escaped only because they were keeping watch diligently for him. 
They were at their posts, helping him escape from the city. They were the unnamed followers of The Way 
and followed Shaul’s teachings as his disciples. They had to watch “for” him, and then at the right time, help 
him as they “held the rope.” The religious were also watching for him, but not in the way his disciples did – 
with love and care to assist him in the battle (Acts 9:22-30). 

The Church worldwide is in a refinement period at this time scraping away the history of the Church Fathers 
who did not understand the Jewish Scriptures (Torah or what we call the “Old” Testament). It is on a journey 

“The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: 
but the LORD trieth the hearts” (Proverbs 17:3).
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now of learning, being educated and while recovering our foundations, we cut all ties with Christian anti-
Semitism and are free to allow ourselves to be grafted into the Commonwealth of Israel, through Yeshua, 
the Messiah. Many of us are in the fining pots. The word matsreph or “fining pot” occurs in the above 
scripture (Proverbs 27:21). Obviously impurities of mixed metals have to come to the surface before they 
can be skimmed off. I can say living here in the Land of Israel for nearly 30 years has brought “to the 
surface” many things that many of us did not know was in us...that needed to come up to the surface of 
our lives in order to be further refined. One will not pray for Israel without experiencing some sort of trial or 
warfare in the spirit, so be encouraged as you carry out your orders from God to be Watchmen, because 
“the Lord tests hearts” (Proverbs 17:3, NASB).  God tests us, and it is an intense exam if we submit our-
selves to that which fire does to metals. The Lord does this in men’s hearts, purifying them from the dross 
in their lives so they can emerge just like refined silver or gold–more fit for the Master’s use... (The Pulpit 
Commentary, cf Jeremiah 12:3; Malachi 3;2; 1 Peter 1:7; Revelation 3:18, and other references to refer to 
on testings). Tests and trials quickly tell me what I’m made of, and sometimes I am shocked at myself.  I 
sometimes do not want to be “sifted” further, but must allow the Maker to keep working on me. How about 
you? “If they are of the right metal the dross will finally be blown away, leaving pure, clear, shining silver.”  
(James A. Patch) For further recommended reading on refining study Proverbs 17:3; Malachi 3:2-4; 
Isaiah 1:25, 4:4, 48:10, Jeremiah 9:7, Jeremiah 17:10, Zechariah 13:9). Keep in mind that refinement 
does not come from going to church and listening to pastoral sermons or from reading your Bible. 
It happens when we are allowed to experience difficult situations and sometimes endure afflictions.

Let’s remember the well known story of Shaul (Paul) who was trying to escape those who opposed him. The 
religious were intensely watching for him. However, he escaped only because the followers of Jesus were 
keeping watch diligently for Paul to protect him. They were at their posts, helping him escape from the city. 
They were the unnamed followers of The Way and followed Shaul’s teachings as his disciples. They had to 
watch “for” him, and then at the right time, help him as they faithfully “held the rope” which took him to safety.  
The religious were watching Paul too but not in the way his disciples did – with love and care to assist him in 
the battle (Acts 9:22-30, NKJ).
 

Let’s Go to the Throne 
Room Together
According to Reporter Bill Hoffman, “Jordan’s King Abdullah is 
right...World War III has broken out. Former Navy SEAL and FBI 
agent Jonathan Gilliam says, the fight to defeat ISIS is a “third 
World War by other means.” According to Gilliam, the world 
needs to wake up and admit it.

• Pray for those who are lured into extreme terror groups such as ISIS and Boko Haram. Often young 
men and women leave their countries to join and fight in these extremist groups of pure evil activity. 
May they be shown that the wages of iniquity are darkness and death. “Enter not into the path of the 
wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away...
for they eat the bread of wickedness...the way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at 
what they stumble” (Proverbs 4:14,15, 17, 19, KJV). Also, (Proverbs 16:29-30, KJV). 

• Praise God with Uplifted Hands in order for God to get all the glory in turning the hearts of the people 
of Israel in the direction of re-electing Benjamin Netanyahu as Prime Minister of Israel. Now we need to 
intercede for Godly wisdom to engulf his thoughts, for understanding of the situation he faces and for 
the strength to bear the load and responsibility of what God has called him to – “for such a time as this.” 
Pray that compromise will not enter his heart to give up the Land in any way. “Counsel is mine, and 
sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength. By me kings reign, and princes decree jus-
tice, by me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth” (Proverbs 8:14-16, NKJ).

• Beseech the Lord God of Israel for discernment of the signs of the times in which we live that we, the 
Watchmen, will know how to pray. May we be found watching at His Gates when He Comes. “Blessed is 
the man,  watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors” (Proverbs 8:34 NKJ).

• Cry out for salvation for the lost souls caught up in wrong doing. May fear of the Lord change hearts 
and the pride of the leaders of such movements as ISIS would be brought low. “Pride goeth before 
destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18, KJV).



• Pray with understanding against the power of deception over the areas of the Old City of Jerusalem, 
Silwan, Gaza–all Palestinian areas where so much hatred, rock throwing, tire burning and every sort of 
mischief and wickedness lurk around every corner. Pray that Palestinian folly and anger from their rioting 
will cease. “He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, is like one that taketh 
a dog by the ears. As a mad man, who casteth firebrands, arrows, and death. So is the man who 
deceiveth his neighbor...” (Proverbs 26:17-19, KJV).

• Pray with sincerity of heart that Israel will know full well their identity as a people, to know who they 
are to be before Almighty God. May they be a repentant people for the sins of the nation that are not right 
before Him (i.e., corruption, homosexuality and drugs, and the party spirit among the young people), 
which makes them just like the rest of the “world.” Pray for more “calls to prayer” here in Israel, that the 
fear of God may take them on a return journey to God as a whole nation. We saw so many spiritual 
blessings, miracles and actions during the Gaza Conflict, may we see even more as a people in the days 
to come. “O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise, even with my glory” (Psalm 108:1, 
KJV).  May the cry of the heart here be: “Help me, O Lord my God: O save me according to thy 
mercy” that they may know that this is thy hand: that thou, Lord, hast done it” (Psalm 109:26-27). 
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