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“Jerusalem is a port city on the shore of eternity”

Yehuda Amichai is considered by many-both in Israel and 
internationally-to be Israel’s greatest modern poet. When 
I saw this quote I was genuinely intrigued by the beauty of 
the reference to Jerusalem, but Jerusalem has no major 
body of water running through it (yet)...and for him to see 
it as a port city is quite remarkable. Since I have been a 
Jerusalemite now for 28 years, I can join with his love for 
this charming city which I, myself, love so much. As Lance 
Lambert so appropriately put it...”the earthly Jerusalem 
will one day fade away into the Heavenly Jerusalem.” In-
deed, in some ways Jerusalem stands on the shore of 
eternity and no matter where you stand in Jerusalem, it is 
beautiful. Whatever weather comes our way, its delight-

ful spiritual appeal captivates the human heart, especially Jews and Christians.  Yishai Fleisher’s photo captures 
the warm and almost magical (my satisfying) glow that only Jerusalem can give. I came upon this beautiful snapshot 
(Photo credit: Yishai Fleisher) of the snowstorm we recently experienced in Jerusalem, described as “the storm of the 
century” and decided to share it with our Watchmen. I arrived home to Jerusalem in the middle of the first and second 
snowstorms having to take a train from the airport to safely arrive at our house. Even though we had much damage to 
trees and crops, with electricity blackouts, and over 2,000 cars stuck on the highways and in the cities, I am looking 
forward to the Springtime when the snow melts on Mt. Hermon, the Sea of Galilee rises and the wadis and rivers are 
overflowing with a very precious commodity: water. For this we praise the Lord and begin our Watchman’s Prayer Let-
ter this first month of January on the Gregorian calendar, the month of Sh’vat--what will be the year of 5775. According 
to the Jewish Press, “There will be a string of four “blood moons” in the year 5775, and one of them will shine over the 
Passover Seder. Whenever this happened in the past, enormous events took place in Jewish history.” (Yori Yanover, 
published October 6th 2013, updated October 11th, 2013.) Our strength and stamina as Watchmen on the Walls for 
Jerusalem and the Nation of Israel and its People need to be renewed like the eagle’s so that we will be found awake, 
and not caught by surprise, in whatever takes place in the coming months. The watchword for today is: preparedness.

Praise Report:
A great sign of Israel’s Christian Awakening today is found in the number of Christian soldiers enlisting in the IDF. The 
number has doubled from slightly more than one year ago. Eighty-four have enlisted since June 2013 alone, a number not 
reached in an entire year before. Israel’s Prime Minister Netanyahu has met with many of them praising and saluting them. 
Father Gabriel Nadaf, a Greek Orthodox priest in Nazareth Illit has been a catalyst in standing for human rights and in thank-
ing the People of Israel for their cooperation and shared fate in the Jewish country. He firmly believes, at the expense of his 
life and that of his son, that Israeli Christian Arabs can contribute to Israel as he called upon more to join the Israeli Army to 
help protect the country. This new awakening movement wants to cooperate more closely with the Jewish state and “should 
this Christian awakening succeed, it would be yet another notable shift in the balance of power among religious groups in 
the Middle East” (Adi Schwartz, ECO Report, December 27, 2013).
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Glorify the Lord  for His Mighty working in the lives of many here. “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there 
anything too hard for me?” (Jeremiah 32:27).

Honor His Name  through the giving of thanks. “Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His Name: bring an offering, and 
come before Him: worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness” (1 Chronicles 16:29).

Problematic Events:
At the same time many Arab Christians are honoring the God of Israel through their belief in Jesus Christ and honoring the 
Jewish people in their homeland, at Christmas in Ramallah, Mahmoud Abbas used his holiday message to proclaim that Je-
sus was a Palestinian and called him a “Palestinian messenger” implying that Israel persecutes Christians when in fact, our 
Prime Minister praised the good work of many Christian Arabs coming alongside. This attempt to write the Jewish people 
out of their own history brought a rebuttal from the Jewish people stating that Jesus was a Jew, not an Arab. Persecution 
in the Arab and Muslim world is widespread but throughout the nation of Israel they enjoy much prosperity and a good life.

Pray  that Mahmoud Abbas will be delivered from the deception in which he is so deeply involved and set free to see the 
truth. “For many deceivers are entered into the world...” (2 John 1:7).  

Weep  for the many millions of Arabs and Muslims caught in the grip of satan’s lies and deception. Pray for many to see 
the light of truth for God has already opened many numbers of Iranian Moslem eyes. These are now men and women of 
faith willing to die for what they now know to be the truth. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth...”. (John 14:6)

The Clock Ticks Away Toward the Eleventh Hour

“In the bitterest of ironies, ongoing diplomatic negotiations between Iran and the so-called P5-plus-1 countries will allow Iran 
to become a nuclear weapons state. Although these talks could still slow down Iranian nuclearization, long-term strategic 
objectives in Tehran will likely remain unchanged. It follows that Israel, the country most imperiled by an “Iranian bomb” will 
now have to reassess its most immediate and extended self-defense options... alternatives will include both an eleventh-
hour conventional preemption...and certain carefully nuanced plans for stable and protracted nuclear deterrence” (UnityCo-
alitionfor Israel.org, 12/22/13). On top of the unthinkable threat of Iran toward God’s Chosen People and Land, alleyways 
are flowing with anger in the West Bank’s refugee camps, which appear ripe for a Third Intifada. Tens of thousands of youth 
there want an explosion. It is a generation of desperate, frustrated youth who have no future. There is no work, no oppor-
tunities for employment even though they go to university. The camps suffer from neglect on the part of the PA. It seems 
the next Intifada, sadly, is already on the way and this can only lead to more violence, hatred and death. On Sunday night, 
December 15th, Israel transferred water pumps to Gaza to alleviate flooding but few of the gestures by Israel to reach out 
with the olive branch in hand are appreciated among many caught in the web of deception, hatred and bitterness.

Beseech the Lord  for the decision makers in Israel who will soon have to choose Israel’s course of action against Iran, to 
choose wisely and carefully. May the Prime Minister who reads the Hebrew Scriptures on Shabbat and at other times, seek 
the Lord God of Israel for what to do when it is necessary. As David, the King had in his heart to build....may God’s man for 
this hour have it in his heart to have “ears to hear” what God tells him to do.

Catherine Ashton, P5+1 and Iranian foreign ministers at the 2013 Geneva negotiations



Intercede against  any “bolt-from-the-blue” missile attack, also for the prevention of unwitting or uncontrollable escala-
tions, from conventional or atomic war. Pray that all of satan’s plans to destroy will be thwarted and hindered by the Holy 
One of Israel. “So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and see His glory from the rising of the sun. When the 
enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall life up a standard against him” (Isaiah 59:19).  

Honor God  by having 100% faith in Him and thanking Him for His Promises to defend Jerusalem . “As birds flying, so will 
the Lord of Hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also He will deliver it; and passing over He will preserve it” (Isaiah 31:5). 
Also, “In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be 
as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them” (Zechariah 12:8).

Be on guard spiritually in prayer  as  thousands of tons of mustard and DX nerve agents and gas remain in Syria and 
if red lines are ever crossed and chemical weapons brought out, Israel will attack to save her people. In the days we live we 
must have men of Issachar who understand the times and know exactly what to do.  “And of the children of Issachar, which 
were men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do...” (1 Chronicles 12:32). During those days 
the men obeyed and followed the orders immediately.

As anti-Semitism rises in Europe, a flood of French Jews are finding their way home to Israel. The Yishimon desert of Israel 
was hit by flashfloods this winter. The prophet Isaiah declares that the premier sign that God is doing something new on the 
earth is when this certain desert known as Yishimon breaks out with flash floods and rivers! Meditate on Isaiah 43:18-21. A 
gentle flood of Christian Arab soldiers join alongside of Israeli IDF soldiers and floods of criticism continue to come from the 
world media and press upon God’s People: Israel. Now is the time to inundate Heaven with an excess stream of continual 
praise, prayer and intercession, standing in the gap on behalf of God’s Chosen People, the Jewish People. They need us like 
never before. May our hearts be flooded with love and caring for Israel and may the support of Israel continue to flood ministries 
like CFI in order to undo damage done in the Name of the Lord for 20 centuries. Let us not join the ranks of those who consider 
themselves Christians who divest from and condemn Israel for every move that is made. God is watching, whether from a 
distance... or near, invisibly walking the Land. We wish to be ready and standing on the shore of eternity... when He Comes. 

Standing by Faith In His Word,

Sharon Sanders 
Co-founder, Director
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