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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As Christians, we are aware of the plans of God, which are inextricably linked to His everlasting covenants with

His people Israel, through which in the Messiah Jesus showed His mercy to the whole world.
God consistently implements them, showing His mercy to the whole Church of the nations, whom He has

especially in recent times has shown His great sensitivity and Fatherly loving heart toward Israel. In the Word of God,
there are many promises which speak of the creation of the Jewish nation, and which have not yet been fulfilled. We
can certainly expect that in the near future there will be something else that God planned for centuries for the world
and the Jewish nation.

Many of these key events planned by God are connected not only with Israel as a people but also with the land
with which God has joined Himself and His people in an eternal, everlasting covenant.

God sees the future in such a way that we cannot see it. He remembers things in the past that we forgot about.
God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. (Romans 11:2a). There is something else in the destiny of this nation,
which God planned, and which has not yet happened, namely the return of the Lord Jesus – the King of kings and the
Lord of the Lord, to Jerusalem.

As we see God working in the present time to fulfil what He has foretold for Israel, the Church and the world, we
must combine this history and with His everlasting and always up-to-date Word.

In this context, we are seeing the tragic events in Ukraine related to the continuing Russian aggression there for
more than a hundred days. Of course, our eyes are anxiously directed to Ukraine, and especially to the place where
our dear friends live, whom we have been helping for years in this ministry of mercy.

Our dear friends and their co-workers from Ukraine, with whom we are in constant contact, do not sit idly by,
but are, as always, actively bringing aid to the needy sons and daughters of the Israeli nation in this difficult war
situation.

Due to the permanent state of war in Ukraine, many restrictions related to the safety of citizens have been
introduced, which is the highest priority for a country torn by a conflict. As far as possible and with access to food
products, all the cafeterias that we have supported so far are working. In view of this difficult situation, we have faced
many challenges to rearrange and further intensify the help provided so far in such a way that our dear friends are not
left without care and practical support.

Today, at the cafeteria in Shepetivka, Zinow together with Roza and their colleagues organize food products for
all those covered by our assistance, delivering them to homes or to be collected in person. In addition, they seek to
provide assistance to needy refugees who seek shelter in more peaceful places.

In Mohyliv-Podilsky, where the cafeteria is located in a local synagogue, it was decided that the meals would be
prepared as always. In addition, there is extensive assistance given to all refugees from Ukraine who wish to enter
Moldova to flee further into Europe. Ela and her colleagues organize this assistance every day so that everyone who
benefits from the dinners can come and eat them at the cafeteria or take them to their homes. In Zhmerynka, where
Emma continues to coordinate this ministry, this assistance is organised on a similar basis.

In Vinnytsia, the cafeterias that we support continue to operate. The meals are prepared and consumed on-site
or packed with the most needed medicines and then picked up by our dear friends who are covered by this assistan-
ce. They are even more affected by this difficult situation. In addition to regular assistance in Vinnytsia, intensive
assistance is provided to the neediest war refugees.

Praise God! Food and other essential aid are still provided, but our friends who coordinate this work in different
locations and are directly involved in this assistance need our prayer and support. We know that the Lord God who
appointed them to this ministry is and will be faithful, and their efforts are not in vain in the Lord. ... stand firm. Let
nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not
in vain. – 1 Cor. 15.58.

In this part of Ukraine, where our assistance reaches, the situation is relatively safe, and that is why more and
more refugees are coming here from areas directly affected by the war. Many people have lost everything and barely
escaped with their lives. They also ask us for help and support in this very tragic situation for them. For this reason,
the financial needs of the ministry in Ukraine have increased many times, as there have been many other people who
desperately help in every place where our help reaches.

We are writing to you to remember in particular your prayers about the needs of the ministry of help in Ukraine,
which, despite the war, is not only still being conducted, but is even more necessary and important.

In our prayers and practical support, we should particularly remember our dear friends who are mostly older and
therefore in the group of the greatest risks. Many of those we are helping have survived times of war and the horrors
of the Holocaust. They’re not fleeing anywhere. In the face of the overwhelming panic and fear in the media, they are
also given to fear and doubts about their lives and functioning in a new, difficult to understand reality.

As we all know, a huge wave of Ukrainian war refugees came to our country and found hospitable places here. As
the Shalom Ministry Association in Oświęcim, we have also joined in helping some of the refugees who have come to
us. Among them are the Jewish people with whom we had previously been in contact during our ministry in Ukraine.
There are also Ukrainian mothers with children who as long as the war is in progress, have no reason to return to
their destroyed cities and homes.



– 3 –

This is why, in the face of this situation, our ministry is on two tracks: We are helping our friends in Ukraine and
we are supporting the refugees from Ukraine whom we have taken under our care in Oświęcim.

In all of this, we very much need God’s protection, help and blessing, so that both in spiritual terms and financial
terms we can meet these difficult challenges this troubled time has brought us. In the face of such high inflation and
the difficult situation in our country, we are asking you to pray even more, because together, thanks to God’s grace,
we are co-creating this ministry, which is particularly important in the heart of our Lord and Saviour.

God looks at the future He has already planned. Therefore, He arouses His faithful people to implement this plan.
God also begins to do something special in Europe. Why? In order to show His power, reign and faithfulness to all
who trust in Him.

So let us be conscious participants in His wonderful plans and intentions for all of us. He is faithful to the promises
of the covenant He made with us. He is also faithful to all of us who bless His beloved inheritance. The Almighty Lord
did not send angels but would like to use every one of us to show others His grace, mercy and blessing.

On behalf of our dear friends in Shepetivka, Vinnytsia, Zhmerynka and Mohilev Podolski as well as the many
people who have found refuge and hospitality in Oświęcim, we warmly thank you for your continued commitment
to this ministry despite the difficult times we are now in.

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
(Letter to the Galatians 6:9)

MARCH OF THE LIVING 2022

After a two-year break due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, the International March of the Living took place
on Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) on 28 April this year. The theme of March was to emphasize how
important it is to transfer responsibility for memory and education about the Holocaust to the next generation, the
grandchildren of those who survived the dark days of German oppression and the systematic destruction of more
than 6 million Jews, Poles and many other nationalities.

As the Shalom Ministry Association in Oświęcim, this year we participated in the March of the Living only in
a small group, together with some wartime refugees from Ukraine, who were invited by the organizers of March.

It was at this difficult time when the war in Ukraine continues, we could not only participate in the March of the
Living but also light one of the six candles dedicated to all the Righteous Among the Nations, who risked their lives to
save many Jews from the German Holocaust.

During this ceremony, the organizers of the March also noted the participation of the Shalom Ministry Association
in Oświęcim for over twenty years in the annual March of the Living, as well as its long-standing assistance to the
Jewish people in Ukraine, especially during this time of war, where aid is provided not only in Ukraine but also to the
war refugees whom we care for in our country.

This act was very symbolic for us, because today and with the war in Ukraine, are all facing new challenges.
Today’s world also needs those righteous people, who will stand in unity, to save the lives and health of those Jews in
Ukraine who are in no way able to escape the atrocities of this war.

We are grateful to God for each of you who take this effort of righteousness to contribute practically through
prayer and financial support to the salvation of our dear descendants of Abraham in Ukraine. Just as one of the
survivors of the Holocaust told us years ago: “You are all, through your attitude full of love and commitment, who
are today’s Righteous Among the Nations.”

Due to old age, numerous illnesses and the unimaginable stress caused by Russian aggression, our dear friends in
Ukraine all the time, even in the face of this war, are fighting against time. They are increasingly weaker and need our
support and assistance even more than ever.

It is very telling that there were seventy survivors from the Holocaust two years ago in the March of the Living,
while only eight of them were present this year.

We see that those who are living witnesses to this terrible history are leaving us at a shocking tempo.  91-year-old
Holocaust survivor, Eve Kugler, who has been participating in the March of the Living, said: “More than ever it is clear
that words like “never again” are not enough. How much worse will it be when the survivors are just a distant
memory? This was likely the last year that the survivors of the Holocaust participated in the March of the Living.
Faced with such a desperate race against time, it is important not only to preserve the memory of what happened in
the past, which none of us will change, but it is equally important to remember those who are still alive and count on
our memory combined with practical help. This is the present, which through our attitude and daily decisions we can
still influence.

The annual 3.2 kilometre March from Auschwitz to Birkenau ended the traditional ceremony at the remains of
the Auschwitz-Birkenau crematorium. In addition to eight Holocaust survivors, this March was attended by Polish
President Andrzej Duda, Mayor of Jerusalem Maoshe Lion, former Chief Rabbi of Israel Yisrael Meir Lau, IDF cantor
Shai Abramson, and other well-known personalities of the world of politics and culture.

Shalom from Oświęcim
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