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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Ukraine, as a state and nation, is fighting against the Russian invader for more than a month.
Day after a day new refugees are coming to Poland. We all know that there are more than two
million in our country.

As the Shalom Ministry Association, we have constant contact with our dear friends and
colleagues, with whose help we have been helping the needy descendants of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob for many years.

At the present time, they live in great fear and anxiety whether by chance they will not be
the next target of Russian rockets or bombs. In many cities, daily bomb alerts are the most
traumatic experience, as it is not known whether a rocket launched in a given direction will fall
on your city or another city. This situation is particularly noticeable in Vinnytsia, around which
weapons depots, the airport and the local radio-television transmitter located in Vinnytsia
itself have already been bombed. Our dear colleagues, Marina and Sierioza have deliberately
chosen not to flee from Vinnytsia, so that at this difficult time they can coordinate the aid for
many of our dear friends who, because of their age and state of health, are unable to escape
anywhere. They are the most helpless and defenceless at this time. Despite such a difficult
situation, those who are able to continue attending weekly Sabbath meetings in the Messianic
Community in Vinnytsia. Recently, they also celebrated the Purim festival together.

Ela and her co-workers in Mohyliv-Podilsky are also in a very difficult situation. Due to the
daily reality that it borders Moldova and is overcrowded with kilometres of refugees who are
waiting to enter Moldova. In other places such as Zhmerynka, Tulczyn and Shepetivka there is
still relative peace. In such peaceful places, refugees gather from war-torn areas. Roza and
Zinov from Shepetivka also try their best to bring help and support to all those who remained
in Shepetivka. At the time we write this letter, we received information that the outskirts of
Shepetivka, where there are fuel depots, were also fired upon with rockets. For obvious
reasons, this has caused fear among all the inhabitants of this city. We ask you to pray for our
dear friends in Ukraine who are passing through the valley of the shadow of death... Let us
pray earnestly to the Lord that they may experience the soothing words of Psalm 23, verses 1
and 4 every day: The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing... Even though I walk through the darkest
valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me...

For our part, we continue to help and support our dear friends in Ukraine, who more than
ever need not only our prayers and spiritual support but also financial assistance to meet many
basic needs to survive this very difficult time. We want to assure you that, thanks to God,
despite the war, the cafeterias are still operating along with providing food packages and me-
dical assistance.

At this very difficult time, we want to organize food packages for our dear friends in  Vinnyt-
sia and the surrounding area, so that they reach everyone in need during the Passover Festival.
We ask you to pray that the appropriate amount of products can be purchased and that all the
prepared packages can be delivered on time.

Another aspect of this assistance, for which we have prayed very hard, is aid for needy
refugees from Ukraine.

First of all, we received people who we knew from our trips to Vinnytsia and with whom
we have already worked. In addition to them, we have also assisted several other families who
have desperately needed shelter and assistance. This entails increased financial expenditure to
find them places to stay in the first, most difficult weeks, and to ensure their basic food and
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personal hygiene. Many of these people have worked and spent almost all their lives in Ukra-
ine, and now their entire lives and all their belongings had to fit in several suitcases… It is
difficult to imagine this, but that is what the brutal reality is for many of the people we have
chosen to help.

During our over twenty years of assistance to our dear friends, we never imagined that
some of those whom we helped in Ukraine, now we will help in Poland.

In the face of an absolutely unpredictable situation of war in Ukraine, we desire to organize
places of refuge for our dear friends whom we help so that when the situation becomes really
dangerous, they can find refuge among those who pray for them and help them. We realize
that this may involve a longer period of refuge until the war has ended. We, therefore, ask that
those of you who are ready to give shelter in case of danger to our dear friends who ask us to
do so, contact us so that we know how many people we can provide shelter for.

We ask you to pray earnestly for God’s wisdom, strength and financial resources in order to
help these refugees find their way in this most difficult time in our country.

We are thankful that the Almighty Lord God in His power caused many refugees, including
Jews, to come to Oswiecim and Oswiecim has become a place of refuge, blessing and saving
of human lives unlike what happened at Auschwitz, which Oswiecim never was.

Let us pray that many, through what they will experience from us, will be able to say as Ruth
once said to Noemi: ...your God my God... (Book of Ruth 1:16). So that they would see in us the
love of God and the willing hands of the Lord Jesus to save them.

Today, the word from Matthew 25:35b is being fulfilled before our eyes: ... I was a stranger
and you invited me in.

Schalom from Oświęcim
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