
– 1 –



– 2 –

The Rest Project
One and a half years ago, the world turned upside down when the Sars-CoV-2

virus began to spread to new areas of the Earth like wildfire. Since then, the life of
humanity so far has begun to change significantly. For some people it was shock, for
others it was surprise, and others explained it in different ways. However, humani-
ty had to face new realities and change its approach to many of the issues which
seemed to be everyday normality so far.

Human isolation, the lack of contact with another person has become a negative
factor in the mental health of each person, but also in the work he has done so far.

It also affected the work system of the Shalom Ministries. We were faced with
a new reality in which we had to adapt the existing coordination of work in Ukraine
to the existing situation. New aid projects have been created which were born
based on the current needs and have been adapted to the existing restrictions.

  Unfortunately, there were also projects which could not be implemented un-
der the previous rules, given the prohibitions and restrictions in force. Such pro-
jects included the annual international conferences “From the Holocaust to a Li-
ving Hope” as well as the Rest Project in which Jews from Ukraine and Israel came
to Poland.

The Rest Project is a special project implemented by the Association since 2003.
Within the framework of this project, Jews visiting Poland can not only rest and
familiarize themselves with our culture while getting to know the country, but
above all hear the Word about their Messiah every day. Every year, at the end
of such a stay, there was always a warm heart who wanted to meet Yeshua and
follow Him on the path of life. Therefore, as soon as it was possible to arrange
such a trip again after a six-month break, we did not think long about making
a decision.

We decided that this year we would ask the Israeli people living in the cities of
Ashkelon, Ashdod and Sderot. In May, these towns experienced a massive attack
by many thousands of rockets launched by Palestinian extremists, aimed at
destroying Israel and intimidating the Jewish Community. It is not even necessary
to write about the large stress and negative impact is such a state of threaton the
human psyche, especially when it comes to those who survived the Holocaust. We
quickly contacted Edward Golder, an evangelist in the Messianic Community in
Ashkelon, Israel. He expressed his gratitude for the undertaking that we arrange.
At our request, he organized a 14-person group from Israel who wished to visit
our country.

Fourteen people, fourteen different stories of life. What joined them together
was the trauma they experienced mostly as children when the darkness of German
Nazism swept over Europe. These fourteen people arrived in Krakow on 3 July
and then travelled to Oświęcim.
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We wanted to show them the city of Oświęcim not from the perspective of
what the Third Reich did, but from the point of the history of interpersonal rela-
tions between Poles and Jews, which survived in mutual harmony and agreement
for half a millennium until World War II. In the following days, Oświęcim became
not only a place of accommodation for them, from which we went to different
towns but also a city where they could learn about its history, with everything that
was left of the Jewish community of Oświęcim. It was a great experience for them
to visit the remaining small Oświęcim synagogue, which survived the German oc-
cupation only because the Germans set up ammunition stockpiles in it. Today, the
Chewra Lomdei Mishnayot Synagogue is renewed and has a Tora, meaning the first
five books of Moses. The Jewish Centre is currently located in the synagogue.

The facility where the group stayed was the International Youth Meeting Cen-
tre. This area is well known to all those dear to our hearts who come to our annual
conferences. Located in the very centre of the city, right next to the Sola River,
among the greenery and the Oświęcim boulevard, it became a place of our friendly
conversations, walks, friendship and relations.

It is from this facility that we travelled, as mentioned earlier, to other friendly
towns, where our guests could admire the beauty and charm of those picturesque
sites, meeting with a sincere, passionate love for them and Israel, all because of
their and our Messiah, Yeshua.

The towns that they claimed would remain in their memory and hearts forever
are, above all, Wisła and Ustroń. It was there that the community of local churches
welcomed them with a meal and numerous attractions. One of these attractions
was an hour-long horse-drawn carriage ride among the beauty of Vistula’s nature.
Our guests from Israel were also invited to churches, where together with belie-
vers they could attend meetings and see what the service looks like. They visited
church such as “Betel” in Ustroń, “Syloe” in Wisła Czarne, and “Salem” in Oświę-
cim, where at the end of the service the church team prepared several Hebrew
songs for them, giving them great joy.

The trip to Krakow, the city that they have heard of so much, has also become
one of the special attractions. They were able to admire the beauty of Krakow’s
architecture, conveniently travelling by eclectic tourist cars. They also saw Kazi-
mierz, the former Jewish quarter, where they also ate lunch. The meal had an
additional “attraction” when a storm came up while eating outdoors. It is now a
tradition that every group that we bring to Krakow is greeted with rain. Perhaps
this is some expression of regret for the times that have irrevocably passed, when
during the lifetime of some still living people, one could meet and hear numerous
conversations in Yiddish of the Jewish inhabitants of Krakow walking around and
living here.

For the last four days, we went to Czarna Góra near Zakopane. The Polish
mountains, nature and the entire architecture of Podhala had a great impression on
our guests. They could also ride by cable car to Kasprowy Wierch, which further
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enhanced the feeling of these beautiful areas. During the trip to Kasprowy Wierch,
we were again able to experience God’s works, when the weather deteriorated
significantly and heavy rain fell. In this situation, we relied entirely on God’s grace
and this time we were not disappointed either. As soon as we reached the peak,
the sky began to show the beauty of God’s creation. We all saw in this God’s
wonderful work.

The entire two-week stay of the Israeli group in our country made their hearts
open to Poland and Poles. They repeatedly stressed that they had been to different
places in the world during their long life, but nowhere else they met with such
great hospitality, kindness and love towards them. These were not just courteous
words, when they spoke of their experiences of their stay, tears of emotion could
often be seen in their eyes. They repeatedly thanked us for the opportunity to
come here and for all that they experienced here.

This trip would not have been possible if it were not for your warm hearts for
Israel and its people. It is because of your commitment, because of the faithfulness
with which you have stood with us for many years in this ministry and because of
your great sacrifice that this project, as one of many, could be implemented. For all
this, as the Shalom Ministry Association in Oświęcim, we thank you from the bot-
tom of our hearts and we pass on to you all the thanks expressed by others.

In this project, as mentioned earlier, we shared the Word of God every day,
which at the end of this project released fruit in the form of two hearts which
wanted to know more closely their Messiah, Yeshua. Anna and Piotr expressed
their desire to come to the Messianic Jewish Community in Israel, to the commu-
nity which brother Edward attends. At the end of his stay, Piotr in a conversation
with Roman, with sincerity in this voice said:

“Roman, I did not know that Jesus suffered so much.”
Roman looked carefully at him and asked him a question:
“Do you believe that he also suffered so much for you?”
After a while, the response was:
“Yes, I believe.”
Our beloved sisters and brothers in Christ, it is written that all of heaven rejo-

ices over one sinner who converts, and here we have two who converted.
Praise God for these converted hearts, praise God for this project and praise

God for touching your hearts so that this project could exist.

Shalom from Oświęcim


