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Out of God’s love for the fellow man...

Some things are the creation of the human wisdom and his craft, others of man’s passion,
but that, which is the most beautiful comes out of God’s love for our fellow man. It was your
love that enabled us to host 10 Jews from Ukraine. They could not only visit our country, but
also study the Word of God with the view of Messiah, the Messiah who not only changed our
hearts, but also transformed our lives.

As they were riding to Poland they would leave behind the whole burden of their past and
present experiences, memories and the most recent developments in Ukraine. Every kilo-
meter of the way took them further away from the daily insecurities, constant price rises of
the groceries and medication, the hours spent watching the TV to be up to date with all the
events in the country, especially in the Eastern part, and the lack of agreement, pain, suffering
and the fear of the future, of what the winter holds for them, if there will be shortage in gas
supply. Bad, Ukrainian roads neglected, as everything else in their country would bring them
closer to the moment of the border crossing. For many of them it was the first trip abroad,
the long awaited dream.

Our Association, Shalom Ministry in Oświęcim, collaborates on the project with the Swiss
organization Aktion Verzicht. However, all that we are able to do is to provide each year only
a few people with the time of rest in Poland. Yet there are so many others eager to come.
Sadly, they will not be able to have their dream come true. We are sorry about it since all the
people who were included in the project “Remove the Stones” were as amazed with the
hospitality they encountered as with our country. In 1989 both Poland and Ukraine were
economically even. Yet today Ukraine is far behind, and their economic situation is close to
bankruptcy. All of the difficulties, the hardship the Ukrainian citizens have to struggle with
daily have left their mark on their lives, the mark that is known as the war...

Crossing over the border the participants of the project glanced at the Polish flag and that
of the European Union – the Union that most of the Ukrainians would like to become a part
of, the membership they envy the Poles. As they rode on the bus the new realities of their
neighbor’s life flanked on both sides of the road. Everything seemed full of color, clean, so
new, most of all they were in awe of the Polish roads. Cracow welcomed our quests with the
sky slightly overcast. It didn’t interrupt experiencing a unique to this city ambience. The city
is the most popular of Polish attractions visited by the tourists from all over the world. Riding
in a melex vehicle was a comfortable and accessible way of getting to know Cracow’s history
and visiting the Jewish district Kazimierz, with its lovely small cafe’s, shops and Klezmer
music resounding at every corner. All of that restored the ambience of the past centuries,
with Yiddish spoken daily in the streets, where the Jewish merchants summoned their clients
thus attuning their daily living with the music that permeated every heart. It is here that the
Jewish music festival is held every year with the bands and the soloists not just from Israel,
but the whole world displaying their art. The audience of many thousands gathers in the
streets of Kazimierz. The Ukrainian group had also an opportunity to see the museum in the
Schindler’s Factory – the known German businessman, who saved the lives of 1200 Jews.
They also visited the synagogues, spent their free time in the Cloth Hall (Polish: Sukiennice)
and proceeded to Oświęcim.

The former Nazi German concentration death camp KL Auschwitz-Birkenau is not an
easy place to visit, especially for the ones whom the Nazis marked for extermination. Every
Israeli, everyone of Jewish descent who stands there, especially in the place of selection faces
the question: “Why?” This is the question, this is an afterthought, as one ponders over the
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totality of events of the past centuries and all the actions, which led the man to such a degree
of anti-Semitism. The selection place has become the fact and the evidence of the downfall of
humanity. Every Jew standing there is well aware that if it had been several dozens years
before he or she would have not had even the shadow of hope of leaving the place in fre-
edom and alive.

Next day the group visited the Small Synagogue of Oświęcim. It was miraculously kept
and during the II WW was used by the Germans as the armory. In 2000 it was beautifully
renovated. The synagogue exposition depicts the rich history of Oświęcim Jews, who consti-
tuted 55% of the city population.

Zakopane was the next stop after Cracow and Oświęcim. Its picturesque, fairy like loca-
tion at the feet of the mountains and among the woods, is considered to be the winter capital
of Poland. It never fails to enrapture the visitors. It was here that we planned a longer stop
and the time to study the Word. The day after our arrival in Zakopane we celebrated toge-
ther Rosh Hashana, the Jewish New Year 5775 according to the Hebrew calendar. This is
customary to blow the shofar on that day, as Roman enjoyed doing. We celebrated our
evening meal in a family like atmosphere, dipping the apples in the honey in proclamation of
good and sweet coming year, we prayed that this will come true. I witnessed how our quests
would gradually relax, how their mutual bonds would deepen and their smile would be kept
longer and longer. It was truly a good time. We did a Bible study every morning and evening.
There was no end to discussions, I felt like in a Yeshiva. The people could hear about Yeshua
and as we read from the New and the Old Testament they drew their own conclusions. Ten
people with ten opinions, ten different perspectives on Christianity, Yeshua and God. In the
meantime they could admire Zakopane, with Krupówki – as we name downtown area –
Giewont Mountain and breathtaking Kasprowy Wierch, to the top of which we took a gon-
dola ride. The whole group had also an opportunity to enjoy twice the hot mineral water
baths, which are known to be among the most modern and the best ones in Europe. All of
the mentioned above factors opened the people’s hearts to us. They kept thanking us for
everything they were able to experience and enjoy in our country, for the love they expe-
rienced. They asked us to give a special thanks from them to those who contributed to this
time that was the most wonderful in their entire life. So we keep the promise given to them
as we thank you for the ministry that can exist thanks to you, you are the ones who create
and keep it through the prayers, your support and your hearts full of love towards the God’s
chosen nation.

Finally, I’d like to recount three situations that took place during the time.
As a child Leonid Brekhman hid with his mother and a group of the Jews from the Nazis.

He kept crying a lot out of hunger and all the people in the hiding were afraid that they would
fall captive if the noise was heard. For that reason they put a pressure on his mother to
strangulate her child, thanks God Leonid survived the war and is now respected and loved by
the whole Jewish community in Mogilev Podolsky, which is the place he fully commits himself
and his time too for the sake of others. At the end of his visit to Poland he came up to Roman
to thank him:

– Roman, you’ve been telling me for all these years to come to Poland for a time of rest,
and I would never have time, working, always working. Today I can tell you it was worth
living my 75 years to experience all that you provided here for us. Nobody else from my
family had such a time as this. Most of my relatives perished, but I’m so happy today. That’s
why I ask you to enable more people from Mogilev to experience what I did. Even if it was
one or two people each year – it would be great.
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Borys, an atheist, a party member, who has been a CEO for a team of people, building
great constructions, has crossed a large territory of the Soviet Union as a professional. Party
was his god, yet there came a day when he saw the need to search for a deeper meaning in
life. He was very grateful for an opportunity to stay in Poland, for the love he could experien-
ce here and for all the Bible Studies.

Nuna, a woman with the unnaturally distorted and twisted fingers by arthritis, neverthe-
less always full of cheerfulness, has gone through hardship in life. As a child she lost her
mother and went to live with a substitute family. She had never an easy life, it changed only
when she met Yeshua. Today, even though sick, she is full of joy and devoted to helping
others all for the love of Messiah of whom she speaks “I was lucky to meet Him.” He has
turned her tears into joy. She asked me many times to thank all of you for all that she was able
to experience here. So I thank you once again, may the good God reward you for all that you
have done.

Project “Remove the Stones” has ended, everybody is gone now to their homes, to their
daily, uncertain lives, but God’s touch and love that they met here in Poland from the Chri-
stians remains in their hearts and minds.

It is our desire that as many as possible poor people of the Jewish descent from Ukraine
may still come to Poland, to feel our love and gratitude we owe to their Messiah.

Shalom from Oświęcim,
Mirosław Mieszała


