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Oświęcim, February 2014

January 27, 1945 was a bone chilling win-
ter day in Auschwitz-Birkenau. On that day
the 100th Lwow land division of the Ukrainian
army entered the gates of one of the most
horrible German Nazi extermination camps.
More than seven thousand prisoners were set
free at that time. The extent of the crimes that
the liberating soldiers witnessed was beyond
imagination. From that time forward the for-
mer German Nazi extermination camp KL
Auschwitz-Birkenau would always be the sym-
bol of the horrendous crimes of the Holocaust.

For this reason, on the 1st of November,
2005, the General Assembly of the United
Nations in resolution 60/7 established that Ja-
nuary 27 should be designated as the Interna-
tional Day of Remembrance of the Victims of
the Holocaust.

Many people in today’s world try to avoid
the subject of the Holocaust or forget it hap-
pened, we want to continually remember be-
cause, most importantly, God hasn’t forgot-
ten about the innumerable victims of this ge-
nocide. “For he who avenges blood remem-
bers; he does not ignore the cries of the af-
flicted.” (Ps. 9:12) “See, the Lord is coming
out of his dwelling to punish the people of the
earth for their sins. The earth will disclose the
blood shed on it; the earth will conceal its sla-
in no longer.” (Is. 26:21)

As the Shalom Ministry Association in
Oświęcim we want to remember the victims
of the Holocaust, not so that we stay in a sta-
te of hopelessness, depression and hatred to-
wards the perpetrators of the crimes, but so
that, above all else, we can humble ourselves
before the Lord for the bloodshed of inno-
cent people and repent from the sin of anti-

Semitism and hatred of the Jews both natio-
nally and as the church, who share the respon-
sibility for the Holocaust.

In this spirit of repentance and prayer we
organized, at this important time, a meeting
where we took part in the Lord’s supper as
representatives of many nations.

After the prayer meeting we left to take part
in the official gathering to commemorate the
69th anniversary of the liberation of KL Au-
schwitz-Birkenau. Several Polish government
representatives and the largest ever delegation
from the Israeli parliament – Knesset – took
part. Among the guests were many parliament
members of other countries, church represen-
tatives and representatives of various social or-
ganizations. The most important guests were,
however, those who lived through the horrors
of the camp.

Prayer meeting

Survivors from Auschwitz-Birkenau
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Noah Klieger shared heart rending memo-
ries of the evacuation of the Auschwitz camp
with all of us. “There was a young prisoner in

the train who spoke to us in Yiddish; «Say the
Kaddish for my father who has died. If you will
say it with me, I’ll share our bread with you.»
He then took out a loaf of bread from under
his striped pyjamas. We did what he asked us
to and said a prayer. As we chewed on the
bread I asked him; «When did your father die?»
He said; «Not long ago. We are sitting on
him.»” As he finished his story he added; “To-
day, 69 years after leaving this hell that is cal-
led Auschwitz we are here again as proud citi-
zens of the new Jewish nation…”

A former prisoner of Auschwitz, Zofia Po-
smysz, said something very important in her
talk; “Sometimes, when people hear I plan to

se family also died in Auschwitz. He said;
“We’ve come from Jerusalem to the valley of
tears, the place of the most horrible tragedy
and pain of our nation and our time. Auschwitz
really took place. This means that Auschwitz
is possible. It will always be a black hole thre-
atening to swallow up the whole history of
mankind. There is no greater tragedy than
what happened here to our nation and all of
Europe.”

The second part of the ceremony took pla-
ce at the monument of the victims of Au-
schwitz II-Birkenau. “I say to God my Rock,

Zofia Posmysz

Ceremony at the monument in KL Auschwitz II- Birkenau

Noah Klieger

Why have you forgotten me?” These words,
from Psalm 42, were read by representatives
from different churches and Jewish fellowships.
This Psalm doesn’t end, however, with despa-
ir, but with the encouragement to trust and
hope in our Lord; “Why, my soul, are you do-
wncast? Why so disturbed within me? Put you
hope in God, for I will yet praise Him, my Sa-
vior and my God.”

As I stood there, not far from the monu-
ment, although the temperature was only mi-
nus 7 but still I was freezing and thought; “How
was it possible to survive, standing for hours
in much worse weather with nothing but thin
denim clothing and bare feet?” They, the ones
who lived through it, don’t often speak about
the extreme weather conditions. The horror
that they experienced from their fellowman
was incomparably worse.

Gravesites cause every normal person to
meditate on the meaning of life. Here, howe-
ver, there are no gravesites. At the place whe-
re unimaginable crimes took place meditation
must give way to a sense of responsibility. The
penetrating sound of the shofar called me back
from my meditations signaling the end of the

travel to Auschwitz they ask; «Why are you
going back there?» I only have one answer;
Because that place exists.”

Many others took part, among them a re-
presentative from Knesset, Isaac Herzog, who-
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ceremonies. The sound of the shofar in an-
cient Israel was a call to repentance. Isn’t it
also calling us to the same thing in the 21st cen-
tury?

Yes. Our responsibility towards this place,
our nation and church has to go together with
repentance. That repentance, thanks to the
offering on the cross of Golgotha which the
Messiah of Israel, Jesus, made goes beyond
death and despair. It is a hope deeply rooted
in God’s covenant with Israel and the resur-
rection whose power also encompasses the
bones and human ashes of Auschwitz and Bir-
kenau. “Therefore prophesy and say to them;
This is what the Sovereign Lord says; My pe-
ople, I am going to open your graves and bring
you up from them; I will bring you back to the
land of Israel.” (Ezek. 37:12)

In January we also visited churches in Ger-
many that we are friends with and gave a re-
port of our work and shared our vision of ga-
thering the church at the selection point in the
former German Nazi extermination camp KL
Auschwitz-Birkenau.

The first church we visited is in Herrnhut.
Herrnhut was started in 1722 by Count Niko-
laus von Zinzendorf. He was a person com-

tance on the site of KL Auschwitz - Birkenau.
Please pray for our relationships, not only with
these fellowships, but also with the entire

With the Jerusalem Church Fellowship

With the Jerusalem Church Fellowship

Fellowship in Herrnhut

church in Germany, especially in the context
of humility before the Lord, repentance and
reconciliation which will bring the fruit of bles-
sing for our nations as well as for Israel.

While we were in Berlin, together with the
pastor of the Jerusalem Church Fellowship and
several members of their fellowship, we visi-
ted an exceptional place right next to the for-
mer extermination camp in Sachsenhausen. It
is a building erected at the end of 1937/begin-

mitted to the Lord who gave protection from
persecution to the Moravian Brethren. The
fellowship that they formed at that time has
continued to today. Please pray for this fellow-
ship and especially for Urlika and Jan, to whom
the Lord has given a special burden for repen-
tance and gathering the church at the selec-
tion point.

The next place we visited was the Jerusa-
lem Church Fellowship in Berlin. The pastor
of the church, as well as many church mem-
bers, are very open to pray and show repen-

Building of the former General Inspectorate of the concentration camps

ning of 1938 as the administrative center of all
the concentration camps on the entire terri-
tory of the III Reich. It was the administrative
center for more than 20.000 groups of SS men
who received their orders and monthly pay
from this place. Every month all the directors
of all the concentration camps in the III Reich



– 4 –

had to travel here to give a detailed report of
the functioning of their particular camp. The
so called General Inspectorate of the concen-
tration camps was responsible for the trans-
portation of Jews to the camps, for medical
experiments on the prisoners as well as the
whole range of the criminal activities of Hi-
tler’s Germany. In that place, in the very cen-
ter and heart of the building, where the camp
directors planned their crimes, we were able
to humble ourselves in prayer and repentance
and celebrate the Lord’s Supper. In the place
where the spirit of death once ruled we were
able to proclaim life and liberty through the
blood of Jesus, the One who holds the keys of
death and hell.

Prayer in the main meeting room of the building
of the former General Inspectorate

We again commit ourselves to pray for the
church in Germany, asking God to open the
hearts of more and more German people to
the need of humility and repentance, without
which full reconciliation isn’t possible.

Shalom from Oświęcim, Piotr Borek


