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 In April, just after the “March of the Living”
we traveled to Ukraine. There we organized
many meetings in many cities with members
of the Jewish communities that we have hel-
ped for many years.

It was a time when, as we shared a meal
together, we could share the joy of the Passo-
ver Lamb who was offered for the redemp-
tion of His beloved people and all the nations
of the world

The first of these meetings took place in
Vinnytsia. Many hearts were touched at that
time through the Word of God that was tau-
ght. We are thankful to God for all the people
whose hearts are open to Yeshua and we pray

Dear Brothers and dear Sisters,

Meeting in Vinnytsia

that what they heard will bring the wonderful
fruit of salvation in their lives.

While we were still in Vinnytsia we visited
91-year-old Grigoriy. Visiting people, who li-
ved through the Holocaust as he did, just
a few days after the “March of the Living”, had

special meaning for us. Suffering through the
Holocaust, whether in the west or the east of
Europe, only meant for Jews tragedy, pain and
often death. For this reason these who survi-
ved, wherever we meet them, are especially
precious because they are not only witnesses

Grigoriy

of history but also testimonies of God’s grace,
protection and faithfulness. During our conver-
sation Grigoriy often spoke about what he re-
members having gone through at that time.
These memories are deeply written in his he-
art and mind. We are thankful to God for how
open Grigoriy is to the Good News about
Yeshua. Let’s ask the Almighty God that Gri-
goriy, through his contacts with volunteers
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from the Shamash Foundation, who coopera-
te with us, would open his heart to the Savior
Yeshua. “Instead of your shame you will rece-
ive a double portion, and instead of disgrace
you will rejoice in your inheritance. And so you
will inherit a double portion in your land, and
everlasting joy will be yours.” (Is. 61:7)

The next person we visited was 83-year-
old Yevgeniy. In 2012 we hosted him in Poland

from heart disease and, during a routine exam,
it was discovered that she had a very advan-
ced case of glaucoma caused by excessive pres-
sure in her eyes. Because Raya has almost no
sight in one eye she is very concerned that her
one good eye might not be permanently da-
maged. With tears in her eyes Raya thanked
us for helping her to buy medicine that she
wouldn’t be able to afford on her own. In our
prayers let’s commit Raya to God who alone
can help her in her sickness and health pro-
blems. Pray also for salvation for her and her
husband, Boris.

The last people we visited in Vinnytsia was
a married couple; 70-year-old Ida and 72 year
old Leonid. Because of his advanced hypergly-
cemia we have helped Leonid for many years
through the medical project of the Shamash
Foundation. He has to continually try to con-

Yevgeniy

for a time of rest. Yevgeniy had an operation
on his hip and can only move around his home
with great difficulty. He also has more and
more trouble remembering things. As we tal-
ked with him he remembered his time in Po-
land and although he can’t remember the pla-
ces where he was the loving care he
experienced there has left a lasting impression
in his mind. Yevgeniy also remembered his Po-
lish mother and a large part of his family who
died in the Holocaust. Together with Yevgeniy
we read a passage from Ps. 103:1-4; “Praise
the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise
his holy name. Praise the Lord, my soul, and
forget not all his benefits – who forgives all
your sins and heals all your diseases, who re-
deems your life from the pit and crowns you
with love and compassion, who satisfies your
desires with good things so that your youth is
renewed like the eagle’s.” Our desire and pray-
er is that Yevgeniy would experience the reali-
ty of these words in his daily life. Pray also for
his salvation. Yevgeniy was very touched by our
visit. As he said good bye, with tears in his eyes,
she asked us to visit him again.

In the city hospital in Vinnytsia we visited
76-year-old Raya. Raya has recently suffered

Raya

Ida and Leonid
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trol his blood sugar level which involves costly
testing that he can’t afford. Both Leonid and
his wife are very thankful for the help they re-
ceive. Many times they have heard from us
about salvation in Yeshua. Pray that they wo-
uld also experience salvation.

 While we were in Vinnytsia we took part
in the official remembrance ceremony of the
76th anniversary of the murder of Jewish chil-
dren by German and Ukrainian criminals in

with them. We are thankful to God that we
were able to open, in April, a soup kitchen in
Zhmerynka for 12 people. From Monday to
Friday they receive a hot, 2 course meal. Ple-
ase pray for the financial provision to be able
to continue this ministry of mercy in this pla-
ce.

In our prayers let’s commit Emma to Almi-
ghty God. Emma, despite her age and many of
her own troubles and concerns, has taken re-

Vinnytsia. Within the city, where their mass
graves are, there is a monument in remem-
brance of these terrible events.

Our next meeting we organized in Zhme-
rynka where, among the many gathered mem-

Remembrance ceremony in Vinnytsia

                                                 Meeting in Zhmerynka

bers of the Jewish community there, where
those who listened with gratitude and open
hearts to the Word of God that was shared

Soup kitchen in Zhmerynka

            Emma

sponsibility for the functioning of the soup kit-
chen.

While we were in Zhmerynka we paid ano-
ther visit to Svietlana and her granddaughter.
We mentioned them in our last letter from
Ukraine. Both grandmother and granddaugh-
ter, who takes care of her, were overflowing
with thanks for the help they have recently
received. Svietlana has had 5 strokes and is now
completely bedridden. For this reason we de-
cided to buy a used medical bed for her which
will not only greatly improve Svietlana’s cir-
cumstances in her sickness but will also make
it easier for her granddaughter to take care of

Svietlana
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her each day. We are very thankful to God for
the possibility of helping this family. It is a great
testimony to them of practical love, without
which the words about Yeshua’s love don’t
have much meaning. “Suppose a brother or
sister is without clothes and daily food. If one
of you says to them, «Go in peace; keep warm
and well fed.» but does nothing about their
physical needs, what good is it? In the same
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by
action, is dead.” (Jms. 2:15–17)

At our next meeting, in Bar, we were able
to share the Word of God with those mem-
bers of the Jewish community in Bar who came
to the meeting.

us. His doctors say he will only live for six more
months. For this reason we ask you to persist
in prayer that what Edik has heard about sa-
lvation in Yeshua would cause him to receive
Him as his Messiah and Savior. Despite what
the doctors say, only the Lord knows how long
his life will be on this earth. May the Lord not
allow him to leave this earth before he is re-
conciled to Him.

We also went to a married couple; 83-year-
old Maria and 86-year-old Ilia. Although we
were aware of their circumstances, which we

We also visited 82-year-old Edik in this city.
We wrote about his situation in our last letter
from Ukraine. His state of health is very serio-

Meeting in Bar

Edik

                    Ilia and Maria

described in our last letter from Ukraine, we
decided to visit them again because of their
loneliness and continued grief after the loss of
their only son. We wanted to be an encoura-
gement to them. They also need salvation in
Yeshua the Messiah and so we ask you again to
pray for this married couple. May the Lord in
His grace encourage, bless and draw them to
Himself .

We also visited 59-year-old Valentyna in Bar.
Her closest family members suffered very

Valentyna
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much during the Holocaust. Valentyna is in gre-
at material need. Valentyna’s mother, who died
two years ago, was a prisoner in the ghetto in
Rostov on Don. Pray for Valentyna and her
children, that their openness to the Messiah
of Israel, Yeshua, would lead them to receive
Him as their Savior.

At the end of our visit in Bar we went to
another married couple; 84-year-old Anna and
87-year-old Serafim. We also wrote about their
situation in our last letter from Ukraine. The
honorable attitude and actions of Anna and her

We are thankful to the Lord for Ina who is
a person knowing Yeshua the Messiah. Ina was
miraculously healed as a young girl. Now, when
she has her own family, she is always full of
zeal to bless and serve the descendants of

family during the war is a great example and
inspiration to us. Please pray for Anna’s health
and for strength for Serafim, that he may be
able to serve his handicapped wife for as long
as possible.

Anna

Serafim

Ina

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in Bar. For this re-
ason she works closely with the Shamash Fo-
undation in Vinnytsia. Pray for strength and
faithfulness for Ina, that she may continue to
carry out her calling to serve the chosen pe-
ople of God among the Jewish population li-
ving in Bar.

For the next meeting we traveled to Brat-
slav where we shared a meal and met with
many members of the Jewish community in
that place. Some members of the Jewish com-
munity in Nemyriv and a Baptist pastor we are
friends with from that city also took part in
this meeting. In Marksove, which lies next to

Meeting in Bratslav
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Bratslav, we visited a married couple; 85-year-
old Ksenia and 72-year-old Lova. Ksenia, hid-
den by her friends and neighbors, lived thro-
ugh the war and the Holocaust in this place.
Because of many health problems she doesn’t
move around much and hardly ever leaves her

of the communist system. Her father died as a
victim of this system. Her husband, who was
miraculously preserved through the death
camp at Pechora, died 27 years ago. Anna has
two more sons who live in Tulchyn. She wor-
ked for 60 years as a teacher of Russian litera-
ture and language. She was very open to the
Good News about Yeshua the Messiah during
our visit. She said herself that there are many
Jews who have received Him as their Messiah.
She also told us that throughout her life she
has lived by the principle; “If your neighbor
falls, pick him up, live by love. If your neighbor
suffers and cries – wipe the tears from his eyes
and if he rejoices, share his joy with him.” With
sadness Anna told us that she doesn’t under-
stand what’s going on in today’s world but she
believes in God and looks to Him each day.
Pray that Anna would come to know Yeshua
as her personal Savior.

While we were still in Bratslav we found
out that in nearby Nemyriv two men had car-
ried out an excavation in the place where mas-
ses of Jews were killed and buried during the
Holocaust. They dug up 12 large sacks of bo-
nes intending to search through them for gold
and other valuables that the victims had hid-
den. Such an attitude and such actions is very
hurtful to many Jews who lost forever their
loved ones in these terrible holes of death.
Fortunately the police caught these grave rob-
bers in time and the bones that had been dug
up were again buried in a way worthy of re-
spect.

                                               Ksenia and Lova

home. Together with Lova they were very
thankful for our visit. Pray for this married co-
uple, for health and strength for each of them
and especially for their salvation in Yeshua the
Messiah.

While we were in Bratslav we also visited
89-year-old Anna. Anna’s youth was very dif-
ficult, not only because of the war and the
Holocaust but also because of the repression

Anna

One of the devastated
graves in Nemyriv
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Moved by these terrible actions that we
heard about we decided, together with the
pastor of the Nemyriv Baptist Church and our
Jewish friends, to go see this place. As we sto-
od at that place, covered with the blood of
thousands of innocent victims; old people,
women and children, we prayed and took part
in the Lord’s supper, asking the Almighty God
for His mercy and forgiveness for these despi-
cable acts. Near the end of our prayers, as tho-
ugh in answer to our prayers, it began to rain.
Our friend from Nemyriv said that this rain
was very needed and waited for by the local
farmers. We believe very strongly that if we
humble ourselves before the Lord of heaven
and earth, confessing our guilt and sin, that he
will cleanse not only people but the earth; “if
my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin
and will heal their land.” (2 Chron. 7:14).

The next day we met for a meal together
with members of the Jewish community in
Tulchyn. It was a special day because people
who had lived through the Holocaust, along
with their children and grandchildren, came to
the meeting. It was also a special day because
at that time the 70th anniversary of the inde-
pendence of the present Israel nation, called

Jom Ha-Acmaut, was being celebrated. Toge-
ther with our dear friends we could rejoice
and thank God for his faithfulness to his cove-
nant with the nation of Israel. “This is what
the Lord says, he who appoints the sun to shi-
ne by day, who decrees the moon and stars to

Meeting in Tulchyn

shine by night, who stirs up the sea so that its
waves roar – the Lord Almighty is his name;
“Only if these decrees vanish from my sight,
declares the Lord, will Israel ever cease being
a nation before me.” (Jer. 31:35,36)

While we were in Tulchyn we also visited a
few people from that community.

The first was 82-year-old Sonia who lives
alone. Unfortunately the heart attacks she’s
had and dizziness make it impossible for her
to leave her home on her own. Sonia lived
through the war in evacuation in the Far East.
She was very thankful for our help and visit.
As a person living alone our help has great
meaning. As we pray let’s commit Sonia to the

Sonia

Lord, that in her loneliness she would turn to
the Messiah Yeshua and receive Him as her
Savior.

Another person we visited in Tulchyn was
80-year-old Feyga. Despite all the terror that
she lived through in the death camp in Pecho-

                                                                        Feyga
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ra, Feyga is a very happy person full of opti-
mism. One of her daughters lives in Israel and
the second in Tulchyn. Let’s carry Feyga in pray-
er so that what she’s heard about Yeshua the
Savior would lead her to come to know Him
as her personal Savior.

We also went to 87-year-old Haya who also
lived through the camp in Pechora. She is very
grateful for the regular help she receives from
the Christians who support our ministry. We

Haya

are also grateful to God that He touches the
hearts of many believers who are sensitive to
the needs of God’s chosen people in Ukraine.
Let us pray for Haya and her family to open
their hearts to Yeshua.

We also visited a married couple in Tulchyn;
61-year-old Klara and 71-year-old Yura. Klara
is very sick. Because of cancer her thyroid has

and then not have enough for medicine? Both
are essential to stay alive but together are more
than their meager financial possibilities.

Another huge burden in their difficult ma-
terial situation is her 58-year-old brother Yefim.
A few years ago, when he was returning from
work, he was severely beaten by a group of
thieves. As a result he is severely handicap-
ped, both physically and mentally. Despite the
fact that he is bedridden and a class 1 invalid,
the small pension that he receives isn’t eno-
ugh to cover even 25% of the medicine that
he needs. Please pray for this family and for
the possibility to be able to regularly help them
in this situation. Despite their many problems
and worries they are very open to the Good
News about Yeshua. May the day come, as
soon as possible, when they commit their li-
ves forever to Him.

In Tulchyn we also visited 84-year-old Raisa
who made the declaration, some time ago, that

Klara and Yura
together with
a sick brother

she has received Yeshua as her personal Sa-
vior. This time we wanted to get to know Ra-
isa better and find out about her needs. Our
conversation with Raisa was very emotional
and precious for us. Raisa and her mother went
through the hell of the death camp in Pecho-
ra. Together with other Jews they were dri-
ven from their home city, Tulchyn, 40 kilome-
ters on the road of death to Pechora. As she
told us about it, through her tears, she said
she remembered every rock along that terri-
ble road of execution. They only survived
thanks to her mother’s sewing ability. In hi-
ding, during the night, she worked in exchan-

Raisa

been removed. She also suffers from very ad-
vanced diabetes. She has to take medicine to
the end of her life. These medicines are more
and more expensive. For this reason she faces
this dilemma; should she buy medicine and
then not have enough for food or buy food
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ge for a piece of bread. When Raisa got sick
from typhus, as a small girl, she miraculously
avoided being selected for certain death at the
hands of the camp guards. One day she left
the camp to get medicine for her sick mother.
Along the way she was very severely beaten
by Ukrainian shepherds who were watching
cattle in the area. She barely escaped with her
life and the contents of the bottles of medici-
ne were forever lost. Only thanks to God’s
grace and care Raisa and her mother survived
to the liberation of the camp by the Red Army.
It was also very difficult for them after the war.
Raisa’s father died in the front near Smolensk.
Only after a few years her mother married
again. At the end of our visit Raisa told us, with
joy, mixed with the tears from remembering
her terrible war experiences; “I love my God
and know that He loves me. Since I’ve lived
through so much and He has kept me then
I know all the more that He is mine and I am
His.” As we thank God for Raisa’s testimony
let’s also ask the Lord to give her the strength
she needs and health to the end of her earthly
pilgrimage. “For you have been my hope, So-
vereign Lord, my confidence since my youth.
From birth I have relied on you; you brought
me forth from my mother’s womb. I will ever
praise you... Do not cast me away when I am
old; do not forsake me when my strength is
gone.” (Ps.71:5,6,9)

We also ask you to pray for 82-year-old Rita
who also lived through the death camp in Pe-

chora. Her parents, on the other hand, we-
ren’t able to survive. She lost both of them in
the camp. While she was still a small girl she
had to bury her mother who died because of
sickness and starvation. In spite of these terri-
ble experiences God gives Rita strength so that
she has faithfully helped us for many years to
organize help for needy people in this city. Ple-
ase pray, above all else, for her salvation and
for strength and health to continue to serve
her people.

The last meeting in the Vinnytsia region we
organized in Hnivan. We also found in this pla-

Rita

                                             Meetind in Hnivan

ce hearts open to the Word of God that we
shared with them.

During this meeting we got to know 80-
year-old Maria who lost 7 people from her

Maria

nearest family during the war. They were mur-
dered in Babi Yar in Kiev. Maria’s father was a
Jew and her mother was Ukrainian. For this

                                                   Meeting in Hnivan
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reason Maria’s mother was regularly searched
and persecuted by the Ukrainian police and
the Gestapo. She was often beaten and thre-
atened that if she didn’t turn in her husband
she would be shot. Thanks to God’s protec-
tion, however, Maria’s father lived through the
Holocaust. Unfortunately he died just four
years after the war.

We also met with 68-year-old Valentyna and
62-year-old Maria. Their grandparents hid Jews

Valentyna and Maria

during the war, risking their own lives, in the
village of Voroshylovka. The Holocaust mu-
seum “Yad Vashem” awarded their grandpa-
rents the medal “The Righteous Among the
Nations”.

Every time we hear of such honorable atti-
tudes and actions towards the chosen nation,
we are thankful to God and, at the same time,
encouraged to help and respect those who
need our help and care at this time.

We also talked with 78-year-old Alla who
lost her daughter one year ago. Her mother

was Polish and her father was Jewish. As a child
Alla was hidden in different places to escape
from death at the hands of the German occu-
pants. Alla’s father fought at the front but,
unfortunately, wasn’t able to live to the end of
the war. Alla has been left completely alone
but is thankful to God and us for the help she
receives.

At the end of our stay in the Vinnytsia re-
gion we took part in a Shabbat service in the

Alla

Vinnytsia Messianic congregation. It was a time
of sharing God’s Word, sharing in the joy of
the meeting and praying for some of the pe-
ople who had come.

At the end of our visit to Ukraine we took
part in a meeting organized in the soup kit-
chen in Shepetivka. It was a blessed time for

Shabbat service
in Vinnytsia

Raya

us as well as for our dear friends from the soup
kitchen. They were very thankful to us for it.

We visited Raya in Shepetivka. Her health
continues to deteriorate. From the time that
she broke her hand she hasn’t been able to do
many, even the most basic, things. She is una-
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ble to come to the soup kitchen and so rece-
ives meals in her home. Pray for Raya and for
the health and strength that she needs for da-
ily life.

In Shepetivka we also paid a visit to 82-year-
old Inessa and her daughter, Marina. During
our visit we were able to talk with them about
their lives and relationship to Yeshua. Both

mom and daughter declare their deep faith in
the Messiah of Israel, Yeshua. They need our
prayer, that the faith they have in their hearts
would bring good fruit in their daily lives. Ines-
sa has to take very expensive medicine after
her operation for breast cancer. We are thank-
ful to God that lately, through the medical pro-
ject that we’ve led for the past few months in
Shepetivka, Inessa has been able to receive
help with medicine that is so important to her
life and health.

Our dear friends from different Jewish com-
munities, for whom we organized these me-
etings, want to express to you their sincere
thanks for the very real help and that you re-
member them in your prayers. We also want
to encourage you to remember to pray for all
those who have heard God’s Word about
Yeshua, the Messiah of Israel, so that what has
been sown in their hearts would fall on fertile
soil and bring an abundant harvest for God’s
glory.

Shalom from Oświęcim

                                                    Marina and Inessa

PROJECT MARCH ’68

  In June we will host 12 people from Israel whom we invited for a vacation in
Poland. These are people who, together with their families, were expelled from
Poland from 1956 to 1968. This trip will be an act of receiving them again to
Poland. Let us pray for the spiritual and financial support of this project.


