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Oświęcim, January 2015

 With joy and thanksgiving we want to let you
know about our last trip to Ukraine that took pla-
ce in December of last year.

It was, as always, a very busy time. We started
in Vinnitsa by preparing and packing products into
food packages. The next day we traveled to a few
places where we help by giving out these packa-
ges.

First we went to Zmirinka. After unloading the
packages at the local synagogue, we met with the
members of the Zmirinka Jewish community who
had come to receive the packages. We also met
with the community leader as well as Emma and
her husband, Valery, who are responsible for di-
stributing the packages and organizing help in
that city. Emma told us that many Jews, with whom
she has contact each day, live in fear and uncerta-
inty about their future because the war in the east
of their country continues and it’s difficult to know
in what direction it will go.

Taking advantage of our meeting with people
and the fact that the Hanukkah holiday was be-
ginning, we were able to direct them to the Word
of God as the only sure hope in these more and
more uncertain and difficult times. “Blessed are
those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope
is in the Lord their God.” (Ps. 146:5)

Many of them wanted to take one of the Bi-
bles with them that we had brought. Please pray
for the members of the Jewish community in
Zmirinka and especially for Emma and her family,
that the Lord would show Himself as the One who
is all powerful and able to save everyone who turns
to Him. “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of
the earth; for I am God and there is no other.” (Is.
45:22)
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The next place we traveled to was Shargorod
where, after unloading the packages, we met with
the Jewish community leader in his home and se-
veral other members of the local community. It
was a very warm and nice meeting where we he-

Jewish community members
in Shargorod

ard many words of thanks for the help they rece-
ived. These packages, although they really contain
only basic food products, in the present, continu-
ally more difficult times, are a great source of sup-
port for the many needy people.

     Before the day finished we also traveled to
Mohyliw Podilskyi where we met with many mem-
bers of the Mohyliw Jewish community in the city
Holocaust museum. With great joy we gave them,
not only the food packages, but words of enco-
uragement and support from the Word of God.
Because the Hanukkah holiday was still in process
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we were able to tell them about the Messiah, Je-
shua, who became light for Israel and the nations.
“See, darkness covers the earth and thick dark-
ness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon
you and His glory appears over you. Nations will
come to your light.” (Is. 60:2,3a) “When Jesus spo-
ke again to the people, he said; «I am the light of
the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.»” (Jn. 8:12)

In Mohyliw Podilskyi we visited 86-year-old Li-
dia, who broke her hip bone several months ago.
Most of that time she had spent bedridden in home
under the care of her sister who had come to stay
with her from Saint Petersburg. Thanks to God’s
grace and strengthening Lidia feels much better at

the moment. She can move around in her home
with the help of a support framework which she
jokes about; “Without my taxi I wouldn’t be able
to move about.” We are grateful to the Lord for
hearing our prayers and that we could see again
how His grace and mercy can lift up and heal
a person. Please keep praying for Lidia, that she
would come to know Jeshua as her personal Sa-
vior and the Giver of eternal life.

The next day we traveled to Gniwan. After we
unloaded the packages we met with the Jewish

community leader, Boris, who also asks for pray-
er for his sick wife who was in hospital in Vinnitsa
at the time.

Together with him we visited 85-year-old Bella
and her 56-year-old daughter, Julia. The help we
were able to give Bella and Julia last time we visi-
ted made it possible for them to put new win-
dows in their apartment. Now their home, where
the heating is insufficient, is much warmer during
winter. Unfortunately Bella, because of her age and
the progression of her dementia and her inability

to move about, is in progressively worse condi-
tion. It is also increasingly difficult to communica-
te with her daughter, Julia, because of the psycho-
logical sickness she suffers from. Both of them
require full time care which the Jewish communi-
ty in Gniwan gives them, as much as they are able.
Bella and Julia need our prayer, more than any-
thing, that the Lord, who is the father of widows
and orphans, would show them His grace and
mercy in their difficult situation.

In Gniwan we also visited 70-year-old Natalia.
Thanks to the Shamash foundation’s medical help
project she was able to receive, some time ago,
the medicine she needed so much. We are grate-
ful to God, not only that she received the practi-
cal help that she needed, but that Natalia also came
to know Jeshua as her personal Savior. This has
had a very meaningful influence in her life. When
we visited her this time she wasn’t depressed and
overwhelmed by her problems and sickness. We
could see the ray of hope and joy in her that the
presence of Jeshua the Messiah in her life gives.
Natalia is very thankful for all the help she conti-
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Bella



– 3 –

Natalia

nues to receive, both in the form of packages and
medicine. Pray that the God of Israel would conti-
nue to support, strengthen and lead is daughter
according to the promise given through the pro-
phet; “Even to your old age and grey hairs I am
he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you
and I will carry you and I will rescue you.” (Is. 46:4)

While in Gniwan we also visited 62-year-old
Siergiej, who, after the death of his wife, is com-
pletely alone. He lives in very poor conditions in-
cluding absolutely no heat in his apartment. With
his small retirement, 962 UAH (c. 50 EUR), that ba-
rely meets his most basic needs, the monthly pac-
kages he receives is a huge help. We decided to

The next place we visited was Bar. After unlo-
ading the packages we visited a few people who
receive help from us.

The first person was 65-year-old Elizavieta,
who lives with her daughter and son-in-law. She
suffered from a heart attack not long ago and is
still very weak. We commit Elizavieta and her fa-

Siergiej

Elizavieta

mily to the Lord, that the Messiah of Israel in His
grace would reveal Himself to them as their per-
sonal Lord and Savior, who not only will lead them
in this life but will give them eternal life.

We paid a short visit to 68-year-old Galina, who
suffers a great deal from a deformed spine. Let’s
commit Galina to the Lord God of Israel, that He
might, by His grace, ease her suffering.

The next person we visited was 75-year-old
Klara. As a young girl Klara was miraculously spa-
red from death at the hands of German and Ukra-
inian oppressors. She lived through the war in da-
ily poverty and fear. Now she suffers from Parkin-
son’s disease. Because of her sickness she needs
very expensive medicine, which she can’t afford.
To add to all her troubles she recently had a stro-
ke which has left her even less mobile. We thank
God that Klara is continually cared for by the Je-
wish community in Bar. The packages she rece-
ives every other month are a huge support for her.
During our visit with Klara we talked about the
hope and help she can have in Jeshua the Messiah.
Pray for Klara, that through her experiences she
would come to know Jeshua her Savior and Healer.

help Siergiej to install a used heater so that he could
heat his apartment and water. Siergiej was very
touched and thankful for the help he received. Ple-
ase pray for Siergiej, that he might soon come to
know Jeshua as his personal Lord and Savior.
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Klara

We also visited 80-year-old Galina who rece-
ived us with great joy and thankfulness. During the
war Galina had the good fortune, as a young girl,
along with her closest family, to be evacuated deep
into Central Asia, where in poverty she lived thro-
ugh the war. Unfortunately the rest of her relati-
ves died in the tragic conditions of the city’s ghet-
to.

Next we visited a married couple, 63-year-old
Svietlana and 67-year-old Mikhail. Svietlana has had
cancer for several years. Two years ago it was also
discovered that she has kidney stones. We can see
how, thanks to the grace of God, Svietlana’s situ-
ation has greatly improved and stabilized. With
gratitude to the Lord we want to repeat the words
of the prophet Isaiah; “I will tell of the kindnesses
of the Lord, the deeds for which he is to be pra-

ised, according to all the Lord has done for us -
yes, the many good things he has done for the
house of Israel, according to his compassion and
many kindnesses.” (Is. 63:7)

Finally we visited another married couple in Bar
- 79-year-old Marina and 82-year-old Ilia. As small
children they were also spared from being annihi-
lated in the Holocaust. They were evacuated and,
together with their parents, lived through the war.
During our visit they told us about the death of
their only son who was a famous and respected
surgeon in Vinnitsa. During his career he perfor-
med more than 5,000 successful operations. The-

Svietlana & Mikhail

ir daughter-in-law and granddaughter live in Vin-
nitsa. Although it’s been some time since their tra-
gedy, Marina and Ilia, as parents, still remember
with great pain their beloved son. Their tragedy is
so fresh in their hearts that it appears as though it
only took place a few days before our visit. They
were deeply touched by our visit and said; “Al-
most no one cares about what we have experien-
ced, thank you that you visited us.” By God’s gra-
ce we could share a living hope with them, the
Messiah Jeshua, and tell them about the father
heart of God, who alone can understand them,
their experiences and their suffering. Pray for
Marina and Ilia, that the wonderful Comforter, the
Holy Spirit of truth would touch their hearts and
give them His wonderful peace and comfort. May
their hearts be directed to God’s Word, which we
were able to leave with them, so that they could
find there hope and strength for their lives. “For
surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s de-
scendants.” (Heb. 2:16)

As we already mentioned in our last prayer let-
ter from Ukraine, another soup kitchen has been

Marina & Ilia



– 5 –

opened for 10 most needy Jews in Vinnitsa. While
we were in Vinnitsa we visited both soup kitchens
where we were able to share God’s Word and
share in the joy of celebrating Hanukkah together.
We are grateful to God that, by His grace and help
both soup kitchens are functioning where today

25 people, in constant rotation, receive a daily hot
meal. We especially ask you to pray that this pro-
ject to offer help through providing daily hot me-
als would be able to develop without hindrance.
We also pray for the strength and wisdom that
Eleonora and Nina need. They are directly respon-
sible for the proper functioning of these soup kit-
chens. We are grateful to God that every time
people come to the soup kitchen for a meal the
Word of God can be read and preached, this is
the most miraculous food.

We also visited a few people in Vinnitsa who
receive practical help through the medical project
or soup kitchens.

The first of these people was 78-year-old Ra-
isa and her 48-year-old daughter, Lena. Some time
ago both of them visited our country by taking
part in our project “Remove the Stones” in Po-
land. Raisa and Lena showed us a large photo al-
bum and remembered warmly the time when they
could, at least for a short time, get away from the-
ir daily, grey and difficult existence in their own
country. They have experienced a very difficult
time lately. Both of them, at nearly the same time,
got breast cancer. Both Raisa and Lena are depres-
sed and discouraged with their present situation.
We are glad that we can help them in a small way
through the medical project directed by the Sha-
mash foundation. Both of them have already had
an operation. Raisa’s operation went much easier
than Lena’s. They are taking chemotherapy and
each session costs more than 10000 UAH

New soup kitchen in Vinnitsa

Lena & Raisa

(c. 540 EUR ). Raisa has been retired for a few
years and Lena works as a preschool teacher. With
their meager income the amount of money they
have to pay for their treatment is much more than
they can afford. We are overjoyed that they have
good contact with members of the local Messia-
nic Jewish fellowship through the Shamash pro-
ject. Let’s commit Raisa and Lena to the Lord, that
they might turn to Jeshua the Messiah in their very
difficult situation. He alone can lengthen their ear-
thly lives as well as give them eternal salvation.
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burde-
ned, and I will give you rest.” (Mt. 11:28)

The next person we visited was 76-year-old
Ludmila. During the war Ludmila and her parents
were evacuated to Tatarstan. Together with her
husband, who died in February of last year, Lud-
mila worked in a huge factory that manufactured
tractor parts in Vinnitsa. Ludmila was an active
member of a dancing group which traveled to dif-
ferent countries in the Soviet Union, also to Po-
land. She has fond memories of those times. After
the death of her husband Ludmila went through a
very difficult time of depression. Thanks to God’s
grace and her contact with volunteers from the
Shamash foundation Ludmila received Jeshua as her
personal Savior. He completely changed her life
and as a result, instead of depression and despair,
Jeshua gave her His wonderful peace, joy and zeal
for  life. We were very thankful to God as we were
witnesses of His work in her life. “Surely they are
my people, sons who will not be false to me; and
so He became their Savior. In all their distress…”
(Is. 63:8)

While we were in Vinnitsa we also met with
Marina and Sierioza, who lead the Shamash foun-
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dation and coordinate all the projects that the fo-
undation undertakes in Vinnitsa and the surroun-
ding area. Let’s intercede for them before the thro-
ne of God’s grace and ask for the wisdom they
need, faithfulness and strength to lead well the
whole foundation.

The next stop in our visit to Ukraine was She-
petovka where we could share the Word of God
at the soup kitchen and encourage everyone who
was there to put their trust in the Messiah and
Savior of Israel – Jeshua.

to share the good news about Jeshua. We enco-
uraged them to put their hope and trust in Him
and also commit their lives to Him. We want to
ask you to pray with us for Olga and Misha, that
through this difficult situation they are in they
would draw near to God and Jeshua the Messiah.
“Lord I wait for you; you will answer, Lord my
God.” (Ps. 38:15)

The next person we visited was 77-year-old
Sonia, who received us with great joy. Although
Sonia is very sick, she puts her hope in God, that

Soup kitchen in Shepetovka

Olga & Misha

Sonia

Alexander & Liza

In Shepetovka we also visited a few people in
their homes.

First we visited 77-year-old Olga and her 60-
year-old husband, Misha. Misha has suffered for
two years already from a severe case of throat
cancer. Olga’s health is also very bad. While we
were with them, together with Roza, we were able

He would help her in the many problems and dif-
ficulties she is experiencing. Please pray for Sonia
and especially for her nearest family, that the Lord
God, whom Sonia trusts, in His grace and mercy,
would solve these problems. “Praise be to the
Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our bur-
dens.” (Ps. 68:19)

At the end of our visit in Shepetovka we visi-
ted a married couple – 67-year-old Liza and 68-
year-old Alexander. A few years ago Alexander had
a serious stroke and later a heart attack. He is ha-
ving a difficult time right now because he broke
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his hip bone and is immobile for a longer period of
time. His health problems are increasing because
of diabetes and too thin blood. Inspite of all these
problems, they don’t lose hope and are very gra-
teful for all the help shown them. Day by day they
find themselves in such a difficult situation that,
without the outside help of others they wouldn’t
be able to manage. They are especially thankful
for the lunches that they receive at the soup kit-
chen. Please pray for Liza and Alexander, that they
could return to normal life as soon as possible.

As we talked with Roza and Zinov, who are
responsible not only for the proper running of the
cafeterias, but also for the overall functioning of
the Jewish community in Shepetovka, we found
out that especially in small cities, like Shepetovka,
the help that the most needy people receive is
essential and in many cases it literally helps them
to live from one day to the next. We are thankful
to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that thro-
ugh your involvement in this ministry this ongo-
ing, continual help has been able to be given for
many years.

While we were in Ukraine, talking with people
and observing the situation there we were aware
of the growing fear and uncertainty about the fu-
ture because of the fighting in the east of the co-
untry. During our visit to Vinnitsa we met with

a group of refugees from a Baptist church who
were forced to flee from their homes because of
their faith and church membership. Many people
of Jewish descent have also decided to leave that
area. The instability in the country causes a conti-
nual worsening in the economical situation. The
value of their money – hryvnia – is decreasing and
leaving the average citizen with less and less buy-
ing power, especially older people. The average
retirement income of most people whom we help
not long ago was equal to 100-110 dollars. Now it
is worth about 60 dollars. At the same time lots of
imported products have drastically gone up in pri-
ce, especially medicines which are so needed.

We don’t know what 2015 will bring, but we
put all our hope and trust in the Lord God of Isra-
el. We believe that, just as He has never forsaken
us in the past, now in His grace and goodness He
will continue to support this ministry of mercy for
His chosen people in Ukraine, who so desperate-
ly need it, especially in these difficult times.

Our desire is that the days ahead would be fil-
led with hope and trust in God’s help and presen-
ce in your lives. May the Lord God through Jeshua
the Messiah reward you for your faithful involve-
ment in this ministry.

Shalom from Oświęcim


