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Reflections from the 17th Conference

“If God hadn’t given the Jews Poland as a place of refuge, Israel’s fate would have been
unbearable,” concluded 60-year-old Rabbi from Krakow, Mozes Ben Israel Isserles.

Persecuted and driven out of the different countries of Europe, they traveled to Poland to
find a small piece of land for themselves. They formed the history of Poland, together with the
Polish people, for 1,000 years. In the 18th century three fourths of the population of the Jewish
nation lived in Poland. Only two hundred years later they disappeared, as though they had never
been here. Only the fading writing on matzevas and the few synagogues that weren’t destroyed
are silent witness that whole chapters were wiped forever from the book of the history of the
Polish nation. Their songs, music, dancing and daily lives, both in cities and in the country, sud-
denly were cut off…

Can we do something today to bring back at least a small flame of the light of the lives of all
these people who weren’t allowed to live out their lives in peace? Indeed we can if we don’t
forget about them and do all we can so that Auschwitz, Treblinka, Majdanek and many other
camps that brought indescribable shame to the human race are never repeated. For 17 years
we have organized the “From Holocaust to Living Hope” conferences. Our desire is to bring to
everyone’s attention the subject of Israel that their hearts may be opened towards God’s cho-
sen people. A highlight of these conferences is always the meeting of the Church at the selection
point in the former Nazi German death camp KL Auschwitz-Birkenau. In that place, where only
70 years ago people were transported from all over Europe, this year, as we do every year,
those who took part in the conference could stand and in reverence and sadness of heart ask
God for forgiveness for the outpouring of innocent blood. As the Church from different nations
we could repent for all the sin of anti-Semitism of the past and present.

In a small group we arrived earlier at the selection point to prepare the sound equipment and
the table and chairs for the Lord’s Supper. There is a cattle car on display at the selection point,
symbolizing the thousands of cars that carried Jews to the place where they would end their
lives. A half hour later, when all the participants in the conference stood in that place I thought
about how we would be able to leave in a few minutes but Jews during the war couldn’t have,
although they were people just like us, having dreams, plans and desires. The flags of the diffe-
rent countries of those at the conference caused me to think about how many countries were
represented; Poland, Germany, Austria, England, The United States, Israel, Switzerland, The
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Ukraine, Russia and even South Korea and Brazil. So many partici-
pants from so many different countries give testimony that there is still the pain and desire to be
freed from the tremendous guilt among the nations. During the war we represented different
sides but here, joined together in prayer as the Body of Christ, we became one, blessing Israel
and asking God for forgiveness for the sin of the spilling of innocent blood by the different
nations. There were prayers asking for forgiveness, one nation to the other. I was especially
moved by the words of prayer expressed by Sister Joela Krüger of the Evangelical Fellowship of
Sisters from Darmstadt. With tears in her eyes she asked the Poles for forgiveness for the years
of contempt shown towards the Polish nation and for all that the Germans did to us. Her words
stirred our hearts and provoked love and understanding and helped tear down the stereotypes
that so many of us, from both sides, still have in our thinking. I remembered the words of pastor
Jobst Bittner, who also took part in our conference in 2012. He said that he once asked people
in his church who felt a dislike of the Polish people. To his surprise 90% of the members,
including his 15-year- old son, raised their hands. I think this may be some sort of spiritual
bondage that is a result of our more than one thousand year, sometimes very difficult, history.
My thoughts were confirmed by the words of Helmuth Eiwen, a pastor from Austria. During
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the conference he said that the curse is passed on even to the fourth generation. When there
isn’t a confession of sin and repentance the curse isn’t broken and is passed down to the next
generation. In the same way, he explained, anti-Semitism continues to control lives and is passed
on from father to son because of the lack of confession of sin before God. I believe that the key
to cleansing and to all spiritual victory is the blood of Jesus that cleanses us from all sin and gives
us power to love so that we can forgive everything, not seek our own, forget offenses, this love
is real and sincere.

     I remember several years ago when I traveled from Gdańsk to Sopot on a tourist ship and
we docked at Westerplatte. A large group of older, German tourists came ashore. With a since-
re smile I waved to them from the deck of the ship. These older people suddenly began to smile
and wave back to me. I think this was important to them, especially in this place were WWII
officially began. A war in which Poland was involved longer than any other nation, from the start
to the finish. We lost the largest percentage of people of any nation: three million Poles and
three million Jews. Our country was completely destroyed by the German Nazis and what they
weren’t able to finish, the Soviets did. Thinking about all this as I stood at the selection point
I didn’t have any negative feelings toward the Germans and especially toward the large German
group who were with us in that place. Seeing their tears and grief and their desire to experience
forgiveness I understood that that nation received the greatest punishment for their blind obe-
dience to a group of fanatics. Marek Edelman, the last leader of the Warsaw uprising, said before
he died; “If anti-Semitism were only a German problem it would be easy to get rid of.” We need
to remember that fascism didn’t only involve the Germans. More than a million volunteers from
all of Europe stood together under the SS Waffen flag. The German divisions were re-enforced
by Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, Croatia, Holland, Bosnia, Denmark, Romania, and France. France,
Belgium, Scandinavia, and Holland also cooperated with the German militia and betrayed and
arrested their Jewish citizens. Their innocent blood that was poured out cries out, like the
blood of Abel, for revenge to God for the immeasurable guilt of the nations. We can’t overlook
or play down the great guilt of Nazi Germany. They are the ones who fanned into flame the
hatred that consumed not only Europe but a huge part of the world. They are the ones who got
rich by robbing innocent, defenseless people of all they possessed, as well as using them to work
as slaves until they died. Here in Auschwitz the Bayer company, which was a part of the
I.G. Farben organization, bought prisoners to use as guinea pigs for the testing of new medici-
nes. In a letter from the Bayer company to the authorities in the camp we can read; “The
transport of 150 women arrived in good condition. Because they died during the experimenta-
tion we were unable to draw up final conclusions. For this reason we ask for a second transport
of women, in the same number and for the same price.” The lives of these women was worth
170 German marks. They died as a result of being used for experiments with new anesthetic
drugs. Everything that took place in those dark and evil times was so terrible and awful that it is
impossible to imagine or understand. Anti-Semitism was widespread in Europe and beyond.
Even in the United States in the 1930s signs could be found in some businesses “Jews and dogs
not allowed”. Henry Ford was a zealous anti-Semitic and helped finance Hitler’s efforts. Unfor-
tunately in our country, even though we have the most representatives of the “Righteous among
the Nations”, greedy and heartless people betrayed the Jews. That is why it is so important for
the church from all the nations to gather together here, at the selection point, the Golgotha of
the 20th century, to repent and ask God for forgiveness for everything that took place and which
should have never happened.

Today it can be said and is said; “How long do we have to humble ourselves?” After all we
didn’t do it, our hands are clean. This isn’t, however, according to the truth. In ancient Israel,
when someone was killed and the body was found the city nearest the scene of the crime was
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obligated to bury the victim and ask God for forgiveness for the blood that was shed. (Deut.21:19)
For this reason the most important part of our conference is the gathering at the selection
point.

At the end of our time at the selection point we celebrated the Lord’s Supper. In this way we
proclaimed God’s victory, redemption and forgiveness for the church and the nations through
the blood of Jesus which speaks better than the blood of Abel (Heb.12:24b) Friday evening we
finished with a wonderful Shabbat Supper where all the conference guests could get to know
each other better.

On Saturday the conference participants were transported to the concert hall in the local
music school, where they enjoyed a beautiful piano concert by the Korean pianist, Aija Kim.
There were moments of reflexion and spiritual uplifting for everyone and the beautifully flowing
music touched the hearts of each. The music was so moving that when the concert finished no
one wanted to leave the concert hall and the standing ovation lasted for several minutes. After
the concert the mayor of Oświęcim spoke to everyone and the Sisters from the Evangelical
Fellowship in Darmstadt read a letter to the Polish people asking for forgiveness for all that
Germany did to Poland and the Polish people. The letter was also published on the 1st of
September in the Polish newspaper “Gazeta Wyborcza”.

The conference itself is something truly exceptional, leaving its mark in the minds and hearts
of all who take part. Evidence of this is the fact that there are more and more participants each
year. The beautiful area, abundant greenery, friendly atmosphere as well as the nearby old city
and synagogue make the conference an attractive and unforgettable event. A highpoint of the
yearly conferences are the speakers who travel to Oświęcim from different countries of the
world to share what God has put on their hearts. It’s not possible to mention everyone. Ho-
ward Morgan, a Messianic Jew and speaker and participant at our conferences for many years,
often repeats that our enemy wants to convince us that we are too small, too weak to do
anything and he wants us to believe his lie that all our work and efforts don’t count for anything.
David Pawson, a very well known and appreciated British lecturer and well-read author. William
J.J. Glashouwer, director of C41, a large European Christian organization that works on behalf
of Israel. Werner Oder, whose father was commander of an SS school in Rabka, where he gave
instruction in how to kill Jews in cold blood. Werner is now a pastor in England. He has asked
Jews and Poles many times for forgiveness for his father’s deeds and at the selection point in
a symbolic way washed the feet of Jews. Hansjürgen Kitzinger, a pastor in Norymberg and
a friend of Israel and Poland. Robert Währer, a lecturer from Switzerland with a heart on fire for
God and full of humility always becomes close to all who meet him. Rick Winecke, a sculptor
who lives in Israel, through his masterpiece “Fountains of Tears”, which compares the Holo-
caust with the sufferings of Christ, makes a deep, moving impression. A replica of his work is
being made in Oświęcim. Avivah Benjamin, a Jewish woman, for whom it was a terribly difficult
experience to come to the selection point, in spite of this she stood there and forgave a former
solider of the Wermacht. Ron Cantrell, an American, also often has come to Poland to speak at
our conferences. Naim Khoury, an Arab, whose whole family gave their lives to Christ, and his
brother lost his life for his faith. Naim, in his messages, asked the Church to pray also for the
Arabian nations – descendants of Abraham and Hagar. How many Christians pray for the Ara-
bian nations, that God might open their hearts and lives? I remember how David Ortiz spoke
about when he was on guard duty at the border and an Arabian soldier stood on the other side.
David smiled at him and in a gesture of friendship raised his hand. The Arab spit on the ground
and turned his back to him. The next time they met again at the border David smiled again and
raised his hand to greet him. The Arab gestured that David had lost his mind and turned his back
to him again. Only after the fourth try did David receive a slight smile and gesture of recognition.
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This convinced me that sincere, consistent love can overcome any resistance. David Friedman,
who always has a passionate heart for Poland and the Polish people. Andreas Bauer, Benjamin
Berger and JoAnn Magnuson. Martin Lehmann, together with his wife Hannelore, aren’t spe-
akers but for many years, with a heart of love, have brought groups from Germany, helping in
this way to break down the stereotypes between our two nations and contributing so much
towards reconciliation. And, of course, Roman Gaweł, to whom God gave this whole vision and
ministry and the possibility of organizing these yearly conferences.

What is done here in Oświęcim doesn’t please the enemy, who doesn’t desire peace and
reconciliation. When the Jews believe in Jesus and say; “Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord.” His reign will be finished. Before that happens he will do everything in his power to
prevent it. That’s why these conferences are so important and especially the gathering of the
Church at the selection point.

Shalom from Oświęcim,
Mirosław Mieszała


