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20th anniversary conference “From Holocaust to Living Hope” organized by the Shalom
Ministry Association in Oświęcim was held from 17th to 20th August 2017.

Before the conference we prayed for God’s blessing for the participants of the conference
and His guidance during this time.

We are grateful to God for the action of the Holy Spirit during the conference. God through
His Word encouraged us to live in holiness so that we may be useful vessels in His plan of
salvation for Israel, the Church and nations. A very important part of the conference was
a testimony of Zdzisława Włodarczyk, who as a girl after the Warsaw Uprising was sent with
her family to a German extermination camp Auschwitz-Birkenau.

Another significant speech gave Władysława Jastrzębska, who together with her family was
involved in helping prisoners of Auschwitz-Birkenau. She represents more than 1,200 people
– residents of Oświęcim and surrounding areas, who risked their lives to help the prisoners of
the death camp as they could.

Once again, we could be on the selection site called Judenrampe. As representatives of the
Church from many nations, we shared bread and participated in filling the vision of gathering
the Church on the selection site, which God gave us in 2005. After the breaking of the bread
in this place, we prayed to fulfil our priestly vocation and so that God healed Israeli and Polish
nations’ wounds of the Holocaust, which devoured 6 million Jews, including 3 million of Polish
origin. Strong emotions were evoked by the actions of the faithful from Germany, who wiped
the feet of Polish believers. It was done in the spirit of repentance and humility, which is the
opposite of the spirit of Nazism, which has always been characterized by arrogance and
feeling superior. We prayed together for the people of Germany so as it could be completely
liberated from the spirit of Nazism. We also prayed so that we together as German and Polish
nations could build our relationship through reconciliation and fulfilling by the aims of the
kingdom of God for our people.

We asked the Holy Spirit to heal the wounds of our nations and use us as intercessors for
Israel. It was a great experience that confirmed the fact that those who bless Israel will be
blessed. Glory to Israel’s God!

Now we would like to encourage you to participate in next year’s conference, which will
take place from 23th to 26th August 2018.

Shalom from Oświęcim

Dear Brothers, dear Sisters


